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Government AND UNICEF Sign Annual Work Plans for 2011

Georgetown Guyana, UNICEF, February 28, 2011 -- The Government of Guyana (GOG) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) this morning signed Annual Work Plans (AWP) outlining priority areas under which work will be undertaken during 2011 in fulfillment of both Government’s and the organization’s goals and objectives. The AWPs were officially signed by the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs Ms. Carolyn Rodrigues Birkett on behalf of the Government of Guyana and the Deputy Representative of UNICEF, Mr. Rudiger Luchmann.

While the GOG/UNICEF Country Programme of Cooperation 2006 – 2010 has formally ended, 2011 will see a continuation of programmatic work which will extend until the end of this year, while the new Programme of Cooperation will begin in 2012.  Annual work plans for 2011 outline priority areas of focus for specific interventions, under the various thematic area, these include Public Policy and Child Rights, Child Protection, Child Survival and Development, which encompasses Quality Health Care and Education, Youth Development and Participation and HIV/AIDS prevention.

According to Deputy Representative for UNICEF, Guyana and Suriname (and now acting in the capacity of Representative) Rudiger Luchmann, much progress for children was realized last year.  One important achievement recorded was a stronger knowledge base to guide programming for children and women, which at the same time helped to identify critical knowledge gaps that need to be filled.  Further, the legislative landscape progressed favorably for women and children with the expansion of the protective legal environment for children and women.  This saw an identified package of 8 pieces of legislation, 5 of which have been passed by government. The creation, by law, and continuation of work of a visibly committed Child Care and Protection Agency and the creation of a fledgling Constitutional Commission on the Rights of the Child were also key results recorded.

Priorities for this year, he said, include the development of institutional and legislative reform for children (including children in conflict with the law) to ensure their right to survival, development protection and participation are met; development of a Child Protection Database, and roll out of a national multimedia campaign on violence against children and women. Specific programmes will also contribute to the expansion of the national and regional data bases via the Management Information System “DevInfo 6.0”

Initiatives in the Child Survival and Development programme will address the right of all children to have the best start in life and to reach their full potential.  These include development of a national Early Childhood Development (ECD) Policy and operational plan. Acceleration of strategies for equity in the provision of early stimulation and school readiness activities - community based ECD services and upgrade of maternal and child health departments to meet standards for ECD stimulation. Capacity building across regions/education levels for all categories of ECD practitioners and research in ECD child rearing practices in Guyana will also be prioritized this year.

Further, the development of comprehensive programming in Dormitory Schools and Child Friendly School Certification along with capacity building in schools welfare department and programme development for Guidance and Counselling in Schools are key areas of support for sustaining Quality Basic Education in Guyana.
This year too, health policy and guidelines for adolescents will be developed and focus will also be placed on factors influencing vulnerabilities of youth in hinterland areas, including domestic violence and gender issues. 

The signing of the Annual Work Plans for 2011 signals the official commencement of programmes and activities aimed at achieving specific results for children and women via the Ministries of Labour Human Services and Social Security, Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Health, Legal Affairs, Ameriandian Affairs, Home Affairs, NGOs and civil society partners.
UNICEF is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly to advocate for the protection of children’s rights; to help achieve the basic needs of children, and to create wider opportunities for them to attain their potentials
About UNICEF
UNICEF is on the ground in 155 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions o individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
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