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PRESS RELEASE
UNICEF COMMITS TO STRENGTHENED RELATIONS WITH CHILD RIGHTS COMMISSION
Georgetown, Guyana – UNICEF – 3 May, 2010 – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today reaffirmed its commitment to supporting Government in the fulfilment of the rights of children.   In his congratulatory message, to the new elected Chairperson, Ms, Aleema Nasir, and Members of the Constitutional Commission on the Rights of the Child, the UNICEF Representative for Guyana, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago, Dr. Suleiman Braimoh, stated that, “We are confident that through your work, and that of members of the Commission, there would be continued effort in building a strong landscape for children on many fronts including that of legislation, policy, and robust programme planning and implementation”.

The Rights of the Child Commission is one of four Commissions constituted to help in strengthening social justice and the rule of law.  Dr. Braimoh further noted: “we are aware that this Constitutional Commission, by virtue of its mandate, will face a series of challenges and will need to address several issues to become fully operational, effective and efficient.  To this end, and in accordance with the agreed Programme of Cooperation with the Government of Guyana, UNICEF will be supporting the Commission to identify its capacity and operational needs and provide necessary support.  UNICEF is also aware that solid evidence-based knowledge of the situation of children in Guyana is an indispensable framework for the Commission’s work. It is therefore, timely, that the UNICEF-Government of Guyana Work-Plan, 2010 provides for the preparation of an updated situation assessment and analysis of children and women in the country.  We invite, the Honourable Chairperson and Members of the Commission to be part of this process to ensure that it is informed by their rich experience, and that it also reflects their vision for children, which no doubt was part of the considerations in the appointment of the Chair and Members.

UNICEF looks forward to close relations with the Commission, in itself, and in its work with the Childcare and Protection Agency which is another element of the emerging strengthened landscape for children and women in Guyana.

About UNICEF

UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
