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UNICEF and The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Sign Programme of Activities for 2008
Georgetown Guyana, UNICEF, March 17th, 2008 – The Government of Guyana (GOG) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) will this morning sign Annual Work Plans (AWP) outlining activities to be undertaken during 2008 in fulfillment of the organizational goals and objectives. The AWPs will officially be signed by the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Rudy Insanally on behalf of the Government of Guyana and the Regional Director of UNICEF for Latin America and the Caribbean, Mr. Nils kastberg. 

The GOG/UNICEF Country Programme of Cooperation 2006 – 2010 has entered its’ third year towards realising the aims and objectives for the current five year cycle.  In it’s continued effort to contribute to the global commitment of enhancing the realiszation of children’s and women’s rights and in support of national goals, UNICEF along with its national partners have developed yearly work plans which  outline priority areas  of focus for specific interventions, under the various thematic areas.   These include Public Policy and Child Rights, Child Protection, Child Survival and Development, which includes quality health care and Education and Youth Development and Participation including HIV/AIDS prevention.

According to UNICEF Representative, for Guyana, Suriname and Trinidad, Johannes Wedenig, much progress for children was realized last year, with increased political focus on themes and public budgets related to children and adolescents.  He also recognize the steady growth in UNICEF’s budgetary allocations for children which has now surpassed XX million USD for 2008.  
Priorities for this year, he said, include the development policy and legislative framework in conformity with the convention on the rights of the child and the reduction of the vulnerability of children to violence and abuse including children in conflict with the law. Ensuring universal access to birth registration services and ensuring access to child friendly protection services and legal redress consistent with international norms for children in dentition or in conflict with the law will also be addressed.

Initiates in the Child Survival and Development programme will address the right of all children to have the best start in life and to reach their full potential.  These include development of a national strategy on safe motherhood practices, including the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT) of HIV and AIDS, good nutrition and implementation of a National Early Childhood Development (ECD) policy. Children having access to child friendly, quality education in gender sensitive, inclusive and child friendly environments is also a  priority in 2008. 
The implementation of a national adolescent health plan, in which young people will have access to youth friendly and gender sensitive community health service and skills to enable them to reduce their vulnerability to HIV and other sexually transmitted infections will also be realized this year.  Establishing outreach programmes promoting healthy lifestyles and utilizing sports for development among youths also form major aspects of adolescents development plans for 2008.
UNICEF’s Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, Nils Kastberg, on signing the AWPs, opined that UNICEF at this point needs to redoubled its efforts to encourage governments to translate their political promises into a greater and more equitable social investment, by disseminating information on public policies which demonstrate positive results for children, not only at the national levels but in the region as a whole.

“We would hope the end result of all of our efforts would mean that by this time next year, we would see
 an important shift for and among young people,” said Mr. Kastberg. “That they would feel more confident 
of their role, their place and their rights in building the nation and the region as a whole – confident that change was happening with them and for them, and not at their expense.” 

The signing of the Annual Work Plans for 2008 signals the official commencement of projects and activities aimed at achieving specific programme results, via the Ministries of Labour Human Services and Social Security, Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Health and Legal Affairs.

UNICEF is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly to advocate for the protection of children’s rights, to help achieve the basic needs of children, and to create wider opportunities for them to attain their potentials
About UNICEF
UNICEF is on the ground in 155 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
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