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His two friends, Kumar and Chermain both from Nigg Settlement on the Corentyne Coast, also recalled hearing the older men in the village speak of the effect of globalization on the sugar industry, but didn’t quite understand, except that their parents were out of work.
Chermain says he operates a donkey cart that carries people’s luggage around the village for a small fee which he uses to supplement his father income from a kitchen garden and a fish pond, while his twelve year old sister stays at home to learn to cook.
But life continues, thanks to community development interventions. Chermain's mother Devi, who solely depended on her husband's income, now enjoys sewing classes at the Family, Youth and Children at Risk Programnme, a project funded by UNICEF under the Orphans and Vulnerable Children Programme and run by the NGO St. Francis Community Developers. There she met Nesham’s Mom and the two women have already started working on a project sewing uniforms for the children in the community for a subsidized fee.  The boys have bonded while doing homework in the centre where they Moms are sewing and together they supervise the smaller siblings and give strength to each other.  
The women are happy that their children would still have a future as they have found a way have them remain in school, while developing skills and contributing to society. 
“We have found that life can still be sweet, with or without sugar,” Devi smilingly said.

The Guyana Sugar Corporation is state owned and has in its employment over 20,000 people. In addition the company maintains a network of health clinics and social and sports clubs. The industry also helps to maintain an elaborate network of drainage and irrigation that protects the low-lying coast lands from flooding.  
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A Life Without Sugar…


Life for Nesham, Kumar and Chermain had always been simple and enjoyable, but these simple pleasures were all suddenly taken away and now they are all struggling to make it through childhood with dreams of a brighter future.  Eight months ago, their eager little faces dropped after learning from the men drinking at the corner shop that their parents would no longer be working on the sugar estate after the retrenchment.  





Neshram, a third form student remembered wondering what would happen, “what gon happen now… this life gon be hard for us without sugar”, he said referring to the life on the sugar estate.  His father whose sole income came from being employed as a cane harvester at Albion Estate was being sent home.





What he didn’t understand was that the European Union had announced its intention to cut the prices it pays for sugar by over 39 percent in the next few years and the sugar estates has begun scaling down operations.


His thirty-nine year old father Bahadur Roop, had spent twenty years cutting sugar cane on the estate and although he was unable to own his own home, his children were receiving the benefits of an education, which he never received and had good medical attention from his insurance.  Bahadur was part of a gang of 60 workers that were being laid off. This meant his children would not be able to go to school and he would have to pay for medicine if they became ill.  


The thirteen year old recalled that since his father lost his job, he was forced to take part time employment in order to stay in school, which was some four miles away and cost of transportation was high.  
































A glimpse into the lives of children in Guyana from a human interest perspective.





EFFECTS OF MIGRATION ON CHILDHOOD



































Highlights








Nesham, Kumar and their siblings head home after leaving the Project center

















