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The effects of migration on children and the household are determined by who migrates and the quantum  of remittances that  provide a financial boost to families to enable them to attain standard of living adequate for the development, care and protection  of their children.  Within the Caribbean, it is estimated that 40% of households are headed by women.   This greatly increases the  risks of children being left behind as the women seek greener pastures as the primary economic provider.  
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Children’s Stories:


- HIV & AIDS


- Education


- Child


  Protection


- OVC





CHILDREN IN GUYANA 
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A glimpse into the lives of children in Guyana from a human interest perspective.





EFFECTS OF MIGRATION ON CHILDHOOD



































Highlights














Debbie’s Story





Also in the ancient county of Berbice, but in the New Amsterdam township, Debbie was left in care of a friend, following her mother’s trip to the United States. She had just entered third form in secondary school when her Mom left. "I was so devastated when I learnt she was not coming back…I was angry, bitter... I felt worthless," Debbie says. 


Several months after her mother’s departure, no money came and the friend’s adult son began making sexual advances on her. Debbie was soon pregnant and bore a son. Surprisingly, she received a barrel of maternity clothes and other essentials from her Mom in the US, but said that could not compensate for what had happened to her young life.  





This was four years ago, before she enrolled in the Family, Youth and Children at Risk Programnme, a project funded by UNICEF under the Orphans and Vulnerable Children Programme and run by the NGO St Francis Community Developers.  Debbie is enrolled in the skills training proramme and believes that she can have a second chance at life.  Debbie also leaves her son in one of the child friendly centers operated by the NGO as part of the Project.  She recalls being a parent, when she herself was a child, and promised not to have her son endure similar hardships. She has since returned to school, and is preparing to write the Regional Caribbean Council Examinations. Her mother has never returned home since.











UNICEF sponsors the Family Youth and Children at Risk Project and more recently the Care and Support of Orphans and Vulnerable Children project to approximately six million Guyana dollars annually.  Both projects are administered by the St. Francis Community Developers.





The Club, a Non Governmental organization (NGO) offers a comprehensive range of social services to support children and families at risk, such as counseling, remedial education, child friendly spaces and other empowerment opportunities.  





Funded by UNICEF, the NGO provides assistance to families, individuals and even communities with basic necessities to ensure a better standard of living. In several cases individuals, groups and communities are provided with the tools with which they are able to sustain themselves.   
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