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CHILDREN IN GUYANA 
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UNICEF sponsors the Family Youth and Children at Risk Project and more recently the Care and Support of Orphans and Vulnerable Children project to approximately six million Guyana dollars annually.  Both projects are administered by the St. Francis Community Developers.


The Club, a Non Governmental organization (NGO) offers a comprehensive range of social services to support children and families at risk, such as counseling, remedial education, child friendly spaces and other empowerment opportunities.  





Funded by UNICEF, the NGO provides assistance to families, individuals and even communities with basic necessities to ensure a better standard of living. In several cases individuals, groups and communities are provided with the tools with which they are able to sustain themselves.   





At right:  Jason fetches water to help out at home.











A glimpse into the lives of children in Guyana from a human interest perspective.





EFFECTS OF MIGRATION ON CHILDHOOD
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The effects of migration on children and the household are determined by who migrates and the quantum of remittances that provide a financial boost to families to enable them to attain standard of living adequate for the development, care and protection of their children.  Within the Caribbean, it is estimated that 40% of households are headed by women.  This greatly increases the risks of children being left behind as the women seek greener pastures as the primary economic provider.
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One Day, Some Day, My Father Will Return


Parents leaving children behind to seek a brighter future for themselves and family in foreign countries have often resulted in children becoming vulnerable engaging in ills such as child labour, becoming teenage parents, school drop outs and often times engaged in acts such as prostitution.  Sadly in Guyana this seem to be no match for the “trade off” of the foreign currency, food and fashion items which take priority over providing a loving and safe environment for our children. 





Many Guyanese migrate to Caribbean territories and North America with the intention of sending remittances and barrels of clothing and food items, in exchange for parental care and affection. However in the process, some have failed to deliver on their promises to their children who are left with either elderly grandparents, cousins or even friends.





In the ancient county of Berbice, Jason, who is just 15 years old and lives at Nigg, a village on the Corentyne Coast in Guyana said he was forced to join the harvesting gang of the Albion Sugar Estate, after his father left for Barbados, leaving his mom and eight other siblings behind.





According to Jason, it’s been four years since they heard from him and being the eldest he felt he had to do something.  “I would watch my mother go out every day to beg by the market square, and I was embarrassed…” he said, “so I went to the factory (Albion) and put down my name to be a cane cutter.”  Jason only stayed two week as the task was tedious.  He later decided to ride a bicycle around the community selling “bush”* found in the backlands, and from which he would earn about $600 (US3.00) on a good day. This, he recalled, would give them a meal. Meanwhile, his brother Jermain left school to supervise his younger siblings during his mother’s absence from home.  In all of this Jason says he misses going to school and having fun with his friends and would sometimes get depressed. He is enrolled in the skills training proramme and believes that that he will have a second chance at life. He wants to become a professional cricketer and hopes that one day, some day, his father will return.                                   


* local herbs used for medicinal purposes











