Youth In Action for Carifesta X:

by Andrea Bryan & Leslyn Thompson
Georgetown, Guyana -- The Caribbean Festival of Arts (CARIFESTA) was first held in Guyana in 1972. 36 years later it has returned to the land of its birth with Carifesta X. Young people from across the region were given the opportunity to shine with raw talent, which once harnessed and refined, could become the jewel of regional pride. Youth Media Guyana, the only youth and media child’s rights advocacy group in Guyana explored the lives of three extraordinary young ladies who will definitely make an indelible mark if they continue on this creative path.
Lavern Walker - An Artist at 13

Lavern Walker is 13 years old and an artist. She came out to paint on the longest child art mural in Guyana which spans over 400 feet of wall space along Guyana’s sea defence – the Georgetown Seawall. This wall attracts hundreds of persons every Sunday just to “lime” (the Caribbean term for hanging out.) This was the perfect place to paint and to give a message about the right of children to express themselves. Lavern has no formal training in art and is fully supported by her mother who accompanied her everyday on the wall, holding an umbrella to cover her daughter from the sun as she painted. “I started to paint since at the age of three, when my father bought me some colouring books and art supplies, and since then I haven’t stopped” Lavern explained. Her mother feels she inherited this artistic gene from her grandmother since no one else in the immediate family is driven by this passion. 

Lavern’s work on the mural depicts the St. George’s Cathedral – one of the world’s tallest wooden buildings, the Parliament Buildings, the Red House and an entire Amerindian village. She does not use pictures but remembers what she has seen in her mind and brings it to life. “My work is very detailed, but I have difficulty drawing straight  lines without a ruler.” She quipped. So if you’re ever in Georgetown Guyana, take a walk on the seawall and you just might see the work of the many child artists who were given the space to express themselves through art. 
Designer, 15 year old Sharda Eligon

At around the age of 12, soft spoken Sharda made her first public appearance as a designer on the runway. She was part of a student designer competition called Facts 1 organised under the local designer line Cole Facts by Michelle Cole. This was just the beginning for Sharda. Three years later, she is now the winner of the Facts & Roses student designer reality show – Facts 2.  Sharda, a student of the Bishops’ High school rose above her competition to win the coveted spot of apprentice with the designing duo. 
According to this young designer, to create her winning designs, she draws inspiration from the things around her and fuses elements of nature into what is undoubtedly mature wearable art. “If I see a cloud, then I begin to imagine how the shape and colour would look as something to be worn or the trees with its shades of green that ‘can go with anything’.” Sharda said.
Even with her exceptional talent, Sharda recognizes the importance of education and is able to balance her school life and all her extra curricular activities. She explained that her mother made a schedule for her and this helped to balance all her activities. The only challenge being that at times she felt she had to be in two places at once – school and designer meeting. Her main ambition is to be a scientist who studies heavenly bodies and the stars but if that doesn’t work out she can always fall back on her hobby – designing. She recognises that, “ sometimes in life you don’t always get what you want but you should always go for it”. 

The fashion world should definitely keep an eye out for this teen sensation in the years to come.
Singing her way to the top - Lisa Punch at15.
At 15 years old, Lisa Punch is the voice of the regional theme song for Carifesta X. With a powerful yet soothing demeanor, similar to the characteristics of her voice, she belts out those high notes that caught the attention of the entire Caribbean and beyond. Lisa has been singing since the age of six and feels she is continuing to evolve. Her first taste of stardom came when she became the winner of a talent show – Star Guyana where she had to sing, act and dance.  As her voice gets stronger so does her will to succeed regardless of those who doubt her ability, “My advice to other children and young people is to never let anyone get you down and strive to reach your full potential.” 
In addition to hearing her voice wherever you’re tuned into the local airwaves during Carifesta, she was also very involved in other aspects of Carifesta X celebrations. She participated in drama and dance as well as showcasing her skill in dramatic poetry. She plans to write 10 subjects at the Caribbean regional high school exam – “CSEC” and hopes to launch her new single shortly “Fight for your Dream”, as she continues to strive for hers.

According to Article 13 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: 

You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others, by talking, drawing, and writing or in any other way. But you also have the responsibility not to harm or offend other people.

