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YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN CARIFESTA X 

Background:

The important role that young people play in national and regional development and integration becomes increasingly evident, even as we realize that two thirds of Caribbean’s population is under the age of 30.  Also there exist in the Caribbean very strong and a large number of multi media tools have been developed that can be used by children to create various output and festivals like CARIFESTA presents opportunities for us to take advantage of these technologies for increased children and adolescent participation.    Evidently, CARIFESTA  X  will include components and initiatives that will allow children to participate in the festival under the theme” ONE CARIBBEAN, ONE PORPOSE, OUR LIFE, OUR CULTURE.”
UNICEF’s participation in this historic event will therefore aim to create and strengthen a Caribbean network of young people with the ability to express themselves in various ways, including the use of multi-media and traditional media tools as a source of information to create awareness at all levels of society and impact decisions which have bearing on their own development. 
Regional Children’s Art Competition: 

UNICEF has agreed to collaborate with the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, via the CARIFESTA Secretariat, in hosting a regional art competition for children from all CARICOM member states. The competition will be done in three age categories within the schools of their country for children between the ages of 8 to 11 years, 12 to 14 years, and 15 to 18 years. The entries for these competitions will be first judged at the country level, with each country selecting the best three pieces in each category and awarding prizes. These entries will then be submitted to the CARIFESTA Secretariat, Georgetown Guyana, by May 31, 2008 for the regional judging.

At this stage, a panel of judges will then review all entries and decide on the 1st, prize winners in each category. The winners will be announced in June, 2008.In addition to the three winning pieces, ALL entries submitted by each country will be displayed as part of the CARIFESTA X visual arts exhibitions.

 Prizes for the regional winning entries will be awarded as follows:

1st prize in category a (8 - 11 yrs) -   one desk top computer               with accessories         

1st prize in categories b and c (12 - 14 and 15 - 18 yrs) -
One Laptop Computer with accessories      

Objective:
Such a competition aims to promote the participation of children giving them an opportunity to express their views in the form of art on a subject of Caribbean unity.

While helping to promote awareness of the festival in various countries in the Caribbean Region, the competition will also allow us to discover new regional talents in the arts.

IMPLEMENTATION OF PARTNERS

The Children Art Competition will be managed by a subcommittee of the CARIFESTA X ART COMMITTEE. UNICEF Guyana has agreed to collaborate with the National Commission on the Rights of the Child (NCRC) and the Ministry of Education, sponsoring all nine prizes for the national competition, allowing Guyana’s children to participate in CARIFESTA X. All other costs, including advertising will be borne by the Ministry of Culture (CARIFESTA X Visual arts subcommittee). UNICEF Guyana will also finance the prizes at the Regional Level (three first prizes).  UNICEF Guyana will assist in the mobilization of the Ministries of Education in various member states, through the UNICEF Offices in those states to participate in this competition.

UNICEF Guyana will, with technical assistance from CARIFESTA X Visual arts subcommittee, coordinate the physical arrangement and branding of the display of the Children’s pieces. UNICEF reserves the right to have the items branded and use the images in the production of printed materials.

1. CARIFESTA Youth Village - Digital playground workshops for children:  
a) Tutoring in the production of one minute videos and presentation of made videos during CARIFESTA using beamers and big screens. This could be accompanied by an atelier for one minute video production on themes of interests (culture, HIV/AIDS, education, diversity, etc.) that would run during CARIFESTA.  A team of judges will decide on the best productions, with prizes being awarded for the top three videos. The best pieces can be shown for instance at the closing of CARIFESTA.

All equipment and prizes for this workshop will be funded by UNICEF.  UNICEF will provide technical input for the workshop to ensure that content of the videos produced is factual and accurate and that all final products are of acceptable quality. 

b) A competition of one minute video production in selected Caribbean countries and the best entries could be shown during the CARIFESTA film festival.

c) If there is an interest to have workshops for young people on the production of one minute videos being run during CARIFESTA in other locations in the Caribbean or amongst the Caribbean diaspora, it would be possible to organize those and exchange the videos made by youth in different locations via the internet and show them on a big screen at CARIFESTA. This would create a virtual CARIFESTA space for those young people that cannot participate.  

Objective: The workshops will help in building the capacity of children and young people, both from Guyana and across the region with the skills to produce one minute videos, while allowing them another way of expressing themselves on issues that matter to them.
2. Caribbean Children’s Website - IMEETUP

Launch of a children’s website and Portal as a run up to, and during CARIFESTA.  

This initiative is a Pan-Caribbean, youth and multi-media dialogue and information platform designed to engage youth through art, music and culture and to work in partnership with youth to improve opportunities for their expression, and meaningful participation and development.

Specific Objectives of Project

· To facilitate connections amongst youth within and across communities and borders through face to face interactions and increased access to communication technology to share their expressions and knowledge, build consensus around common issues, learn from each other and use solutions identified by themselves, increase their access to knowledge sources and strengthen youth networks. 

· To build the capacities of youth in communication and media production, assertiveness and leadership while creating an attractive forum for young web users across the Caribbean (12- 25) to strengthen the Caribbean identity and promote regional and cultural integration.   The website can also provide the basis for increased awareness and involvement in CARICOM and CSME matters.

· To increase public visibility of youth and their impact on public opinion. 

· To facilitate inter-generational interaction, expand the influence of youth on decision makers at all levels and to build an effective pan-Caribbean youth alliance that will have legitimacy to engage with Caribbean leaders during high level decision making fora, to advocate on issues concerning them and to hold them accountable for their promises.

· To provide a platform for strengthening exchange amongst persons working with youth towards sharing of experiences and best practices and expanding partnerships and opportunities for meaningful youth engagement and development.

In line with the objectives outlined above, the CARIFESTA website initiative will be the primary internet portal/platform for housing the UNICEF/ CARIFESTA community.

Specifically the web site will be a:

· Space for the free expression of Caribbean youth voices.

· Platform for the storage and dissemination of youth produced media products including feature stories, audio and video stories, blogs, podcasts, vodcasts etc. 

· Repository for information of relevance to Caribbean youth and those individuals and institutions working with Caribbean youth through the use of wikis.

· Virtual space for interaction and exchange of information and ideas including through forum discussions, chats, etc.

· Portal for the dissemination of information and resource material of importance/benefit to youth.

· Source of entertainment including music, art, literature and other forms of artistic expression.

This website would also be used as the foundation for the “connecting classrooms” project envisaged by UNICEF in the second half of the year. 

3. Children’s mural on seawall:

The creation of a space of approximately 100 meters on the Georgetown seawall, for children’s art.  The mural will allow Guyanese children to freely express themselves based on the partial theme for CARIFESTA - “OUR LIFE, OUR CULTURE” using paint.
The space is to be identified by the Ministry of Culture Youth and Sport and all materials and associated cost for this initiative will be borne by UNICEF.  The mural will be developed under the management of Mr. Philbert Gagadhar of the CARIFESTA Secretariat.
UNICEF will also facilitate children’s art/painting on a designated space in the Office at 72 Brickdam, Georgetown and on the fence and in front of the building.  This will be done in collaboration with UNICEF’s Beautification Committee and fully funded by UNICEF.

May 7, 2008

