UNICEF vacancy notice geo/ssa/2011/009
national CONSULTANT
oN ENHANCMENT OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION IN GEORGIA 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

NATIONAL CONSULTANT ON ENHANCMENT OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION IN GEORGIA

Background 

The preschool enrolment rates in rural areas and among disadvantaged groups in Georgia are particularly low, with some villages not having any preschool facilities at all. The quality at existing pre-schools is low. Teacher training and learning materials for preschool education are in need of updating. Pre-school aged children from especially vulnerable groups need to be prioritized. Lack of school readiness impacts social integration and lowers learning achievements in primary school. Quality improvements in pre-schools must be made. Community-based alternative models for preschool are needed, in the absence of preschool services especially in rural districts and IDP (Internally Displaced Person) communities. 

Steps have been taken since 2006 to begin to improve the situation.. An ECD strategic document is in place and a national ECD Alliance has been formed. Early Learning and Development Standards and methodological materials have been prepared and approved. Ministry of Education and Science (MES) has expressed a commitment to strengthen preschool educationand  recognizes preschool education as an essential element of education sector reform. Although formulation of a national policy is ongoing, local level action has progressed in different areas of the country. The MES and Municipalities are actively engaged in a national dialogue to address system gaps. Key NGOs, academic institutions and other civil society actors are committed to assist with the transition ahead. 
UNICEF is supporting local and national government in this process by 1) Raising public awareness and demand around the value and need for preschool services; 2) Expanding the reach of pre-school for marginalized children in Georgia (both in a major city center, and in hard to reach areas); and 3) Positively influencing the quality of pre-school education. The Early Learning for Social Cohesion and School Readiness of Disadvantaged Children in Georgia project is conceived with key partners in the country, and places a strong focus on sustainability and local ownership. The areas of intervention are closely linked with on-going initiatives and policy reform.

The project aims to support the National Education system in achieving the MDG goal 1 and 2.

MDG 1 – eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. The project aims to reach the most marginalized and excluded, in an effort to bring universal pre-school to all pre-school aged children in Georgia. Quality pre-school that is free of charge is a key contributor to early childhood development, releases the burden of care on women and older children in the household, and promotes school readiness and achievements in cognitive and social development. 

 MDG 2 – Achieve universal primary education. Offering increased access to quality pre-school education promotes equality in access to universal primary education enrolment rates, attendance rates, completion rates, literacy, numeracy and gender-balanced learning achievements.

UNICEF Georgia seeks to recruit a national consultant to support with the implementation of the Early Learning for Social Cohesion and School Readiness of Disadvantaged Children in Georgia project.  

Overall Task of the Consultant :
The Consultant will contribute to planning, implementation and monitoring of UNICEF’s contribution to the pre-school reform process and ensure UNICEF outputs support the preschool education system reform in Georgia. 
Main Tasks of the Consultant:

In collaboration with UNICEF and partners

· To support planning of outputs and activities of UNICEF support to the pre-school;

· To assist in designing monitoring and evaluation tools allowing to measure progress, outputs and outcomes;  

· To conduct assessment trips to remote areas country-wide;

· To assist in assessing short and midterm results as well as analyse cause-and-effect relationships;

· To analyse and report on on-going trends, documents and events in pre and primary education;

· To assist in developing relevant materials (manuals, guidelines, programmes, etc.), reports and documents in collaboration with UNICEF and partner organisations;

· To support identification of the implementing partners;

· To establish relations and have regular communication with the MES, NCAC
, NCTPD
, professional associations and non-governmental organizations in order to ensure timely and effective implementation of the project components 

· To promote policy dialogue and advocacy with main stakeholders to ensure their engagement in reform at the national and local level; 

· To identify opportunities for engagement with private and civil society actors to support pre-school reform and advance ECE in Georgia.

Above and beyond, the Consultant will assist in meeting the following outputs:

Output 1:
Public awareness campaign implemented to help parents and other care givers better understand the need for preschool services by 2012
Key Performance Indicator for output 1

 National awareness created on ECD by reaching at least 80% of parents and caregivers of all 3-6 year old children in Georgia
Output 2:
Forty (40) alternative preschool services established in 10 rural districts (4 centres per district) in remote and hard to reach areas with a specific emphasis on IDP settlements and villages without preschools, communities with high poverty rates and ethnic minority groups by 2011.
Output 3:
Eight (8) pre-schools enhanced or established in disadvantaged areas in and around Kutaisi Municipality to increase access to pre-school education. An alternative financing model developed to ensure the most disadvantaged groups are able to access the services through a social benefit voucher system for the poorest parents/caretakers by 2011.
Key Performance Indicators for output 2 and 3

4,500 preschool age children from the poorest families and minority groups have free access to preschool education

2,000 first grade students from primary schools in the target districts benefit from newly established services

Output 4:
A package and handbook of teaching-learning materials for inclusive and preschools and homes locally produced with focus on gender sensitive teaching-learning to be used at the established pre-school education centers and at homes by parents by 2012.
Key Performance Indicator for Output 4
440 teachers and 220 local sector managers trained and supplied with skills and knowledge on quality preschool education.

Qualifications:
Essential: 

· Advanced university degree in education or social sciences

· Excellent and proven presentation, negotiation and advocacy skills

· Excellent and proven communication, leadership, reporting and teamwork skills 

· Demonstrated ability to manage complex relationships with a wide range of partners.

· Excellent analytical, prioritisation and planning skills 

· 5 years’ experience in project management, including report writing and budget management

· Fluency in written and spoken Georgian and English

Desirable:

· Good knowledge of public education system; comprehension on preschool education is an asset; 

· Knowledge and experience of working on education sector analyses, data processing, policy and programme planning, implementation

· Sound knowledge of assessment tools and frameworks 

· Experience in public mobilisation, networking and coordination 

· Experience of working with high officials as well as local representatives of the education sector and NGOs working in related fields.

· Knowledge of Russian and/or other Georgian minority languages

Competencies for the post: 
Working with People; Communications; Analysing and Drive for Results.

Supervision:


Day-to-day work of the Consultant will be supervised by UNICEF’s Education Officer with overall supervision from the Deputy Representative.
Liaison Requirements:

The Consultant will work closely with National Curriculum and Assessment Centre of the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia, regional municipalities, academia groups, civil Society organisations as well as other partners working in preschool education reform in Georgia.

Contract arrangements:

This is a full time consultancy. The duration of the contract is intended to be 11 months, with the possibility of extension. 

Payment method:  

Considering the expertise needed the consultancy is equivalent to the NOA grade. The service payment in GEL will be effected by UNICEF on monthly bases upon satisfactory performance and delivery of high quality services based on the provided outputs.  

Termination of the Contract:
1. The contract may be terminated by either party before its expiry date by giving a 14 days’ notice in writing to the other party. 

2. However, in the event of termination on the ground of misconduct, UNICEF will be entitled to terminate the contract without notice. In such case, the Contractor will be compensated on a pro-rata basis for no more than the actual amount of work completed to the satisfaction of UNICEF.

How to Apply

If you are interested in the position and have the required qualifications, please hand-deliver your application in a sealed envelope labelled only as “VACANCY NOTICE No GEO/SSA/2011/009–NATIONAL PRESCHOOL CONSULTANT” no later than 18:00 of Thursday 23 June 2011. Your application must be in English and must include: 
(1) Cover Letter addressed to Representative, UNICEF Georgia Country Office,
(2) Detailed Curriculum Vitae and 
(3) Completed UN Personal History Form (can be downloaded from www.jobs.ge, www.hr.com.ge, www.job.market.ge, www.unicef.org/georgia, www. ungeorgia.ge and www.cenn.org). 

The sealed envelope should be placed in the respective vacancy box, located in the Entrance Hall of the UN House, 9 Eristavi Street, Vake, Tbilisi 0179, Georgia. Incomplete applications or applications received in other form or after the above deadline will not be considered and only short-listed applicants will be contacted.
UNICEF is committed to diversity and inclusion within its workforce, and encourages qualified female and male candidates from all national, religious and ethnic backgrounds, including persons living with disabilities, to apply to become a part of our organization.

� NCAC - National Curriculum and Assessment Centre


� NCTPD - National Center for Teacher Professional Development
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