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In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful & Most Gracious

) Dr. Saeed Al-Mulees, Director General of AGFUND education office in GCC
Countries, _ = B
Mr. Stephan Toma, E. AGFUND representative in GCC Countries,
Brothers and sisters,

We are here toady for the sake of children and to discuss their issues. Discussing
children problems today is a study and solutions of their future problems or some
of them.

Thank you very-much for your response and interaction with this important case
we are discussing today hoping to find a suitable and effective solution for it. We
also thank the Arab Education Office in GCC countries for organizing this
meeting and their cooperation with AGFUND and the UNICEF.

Hurting and neglecting children is not only a destructive behavicr to the child
himself” but also to the community’s today and future. It is a stigma to the
community where such practice takes place and it is in fact a contradiction with
religious teaching, traditions and good manners although such behavior could be a
result of wrong understandings inherited from teachings, culture or ignorance.

Dear brothers and sisters,

We always think positively of our society as our great Islamic teachings protect it
from all the illnesses other societies suffer from. But what have been disclosed
lately in the Kingdom about children abuse was a great shock and stunning to us
and others. The statistics made by the Crime Research Center, a government
mstitute linked to the Ministry of Interior, in its first field study about children
abuse in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was really a shock and raises many
question marks.

Acknowledging that one fifth (1/5) of children in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are
abused Is something enormous and hard to believe. It implies many fearful
implications and requires a halt although the study did not cover all parts of the
kingdom and did not even cover female children.

We are facing a dangerous problem ... a phenomena which we neglected for a
long time. We left it to grow bigger in the society until it shocked us and made
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hard to believe such as many other problems which we also left without solution,
and when we remembered to face these problems, when it is too late, we either
find them unsolvable or require double effort and resources to solve: =

Still, we believe that this meeting which we all called upon is the fifst step on the
right track to fight children abuse. The right beginning in treating illnesses to
acknowledge their existence and diagnose them... this is what we call
“Transparency”, clarity in dealing with problems.

Dear brothers and sisters,

We, in AGFUND, followed this diagnostic and transparent method based on the
concept of institutionalizing solutions. We established specialized development
institutions the first of which was the Arab Council for Children and Development
and the Arab Women Training and Research Center. These two institutions work
on complementary and coordinative methods in dealing with children and
maternity issues.

By building on this development concept we execute important projects for
children such as studying street children phenomena in some Arab societies, and
the Arab Strategy Project for Early Childhood Development. . In general,
AGFUND financed over 950 projects most of which were directed to children and
lead to the development of the child himself, his family and his society.

We confirm here, as we did before, that the Arab children issues are numerous and
extended for long periods due to negligence and surpassing without practical
solutions, but we are still optimistic that there is a way out of the this tunnel if we
have the faith and the firmness to work seriously. May be what we have noticed
latelv that some of our Arab countries are establishing higher committees for
children as a call for optimism. This step we numerously called for in the eighties
of the last century ... but still, if we start late is better than never to start. The
cooperation of the Arab countries in the execution of the Arab Strategy for Early
Childhood Development and Kinder Garden Project is another prove for their
curiosity in issues linked to children. '

In the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Ministry of Social Affairs was elected to
handle this issue as part of many important developments to concentrate on human
development. We hope that this new structure will be a turning point in the
development of women and children is specific since problems of these two






