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(Introductory remarks)
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Assalaam Alaykum

As we reunite here today on this momentous occasion, we should all feel
proud of the significant achievements in a relatively short period of time. We
should all celebrate the effective partnership that rescued over a thousand
children from the dreadful life of camel racing and gave them hope and a
second chance in life. Since the inception of this project in 2005, we have
walked a common path together and progress is nothing short of remarkable.

Mr. Chairman,

The presence of senior officials of government, NGOs, and UNICEF from
Bangladesh, Mauritania, Pakistan, Sudan and UAE in this meeting exemplifies
the strong commitment by these partners to the commendable cause of
combating child trafficking. Most of all, this meeting today needs to start by
acknowledging the leadership role assumed by the United Arab Emirates in
the campaign to stop child trafficking. Our earnest appreciation goes to the
visionary leaders of UAE who made this project a long-term promise of
protection and development for all affected children. The integrated child
protection programme we are launching today with the generous grant of
UAE is the result of dedicated teamwork and a true spirit of partnership in
favor of children.

Ladies and gentlemen,

In the next two days, you will be reviewing past performance and discussing
future plans. I urge you to challenge yourselves with new and ambitious
targets. Aim for nothing short of ensuring that repatriated children never fall
again in the hands of international traffickers. The only way to guarantee
this is to provide children with fully protective environments as they re-
connect with their communities.

This requires ensuring a sound and safe return of children to schools with
quality education, adequate social services in place and communities made
aware of their respective roles in promoting equal rights; designing
appropriate livelihoods and income generation alternatives, together with




