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Within 1I1eperiod from 15 to 19 Febnuuy,2004, the Regional Workshop on Human
Rights Education in the Gulf States Sehool Systems was held in the City of Doha.,Qate.r.
The workshop was attended by representatives of the sewn countries membersof the
Gulf Cooperation Council ensaged in the preparation of educational poli~es, school
ourricula and programs in the Ministries of Bciucation.A group of Arab and nan-Arab
axpel'1Sundertook 1beorsanization oftbe workshop pro~DgS under the nspices gf the
office of \be High Comm,issiQnerfor HumanRightS(OHCHR),UNESCO,UNICEFand
Qatar National CommissiQn fOf Education, CultUre and Sc.ienoe.Severalnational and
Arab oivil society organizations took part. Fifty ODeparticipants particip$ted in the
Workshop where they examined the current situa,tionof human rights education in their
countries, and the prospects of further action to deep-root th~ human rights culturo in the
schoolcurricula.Threefieldexperimentswerepresentedby therepresentative$of 1ordan,
Morocco end Tunisia in addition to the experiment of the Arab Human Rights Institu"'
and other international experiments.

The Workshop comes within a series of natioD81,iDterDationaIand Arab offorts for
promoting the oulture of human rights education under the Unitod Nations Decade on
Human Rights Ec1uQanon(1995 - 2004), and a fonow-up of 1h8 reconnnendations
adopted by the Annual Meeting on Cooperation in the field of Human Rights Protection
and Development in the Asia-Pacific Region (Bejin 2002), the recommendations of Rabat
Regional Conference on Human Rights Education in the Arab Countries (1999), and
Beirut Symposiwn on Hu1nanRights Education in 1I1eArab Countries (1997).
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. Developing a common W1derstandingothuman rights in school curriada;

. Identifyingthe m.echaDismsof integratinghuman rights in the eduoational
system;

. Discussing the stretegies of human rishts education in the Arab States;

. Identifying the national priorities regarding b~an rights edUClttionprograms;

. Assisting in developing national strategies in the field;

. PaailitatiDg cooperation among ell partnets at the Arab level in the field of
human rights education.

The Workshopadopteda vision for human rights educationbased upon the values
and principlesof the sublimeIslamiobelief and the internationalcriteriaadopte4in
the field of human rights education involved in 1he international declarations,
conventionsaDdactiODprogramsadoptedby the internationaland Arab conferences
in the field of human rights education, with special emphasis ODthe Universal
Declarationof HumanRights. Conventionof ChildrenRights and the International
Conventiononthe Eliminationsof Allformsof Dis~on AgainstWomen.
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The Workshop Program, discussoda number of topics in plenary theoretical sessions,
groupwork and presentationof experimen1S.Keynote,peecbes weredeliwred at tbe
opening session by RE. Mrs. Sheikha Al-Mahmouc1,Minister of Educationin the
State of Qatar -who also ehairectthe session -in additi~ to the representatives of
OHCHR, UNESCO and UNICEF.

The following lines sum up the major events of theWorkshop:

Principles, Issues and Problems of Human Rights
Education;
Experiments and Models on Human Rights Education
from the Arab Reaion;
Human kiahts Edugation: Opportunities, Obstacles and
Areas of Concentration in the Gulf Cooperation Council
States;
Human Rights Education in the various fields: Aspirations
and.Visions;
International ConventionsRelated to Human Rights
Education;
ACtivities Related to Human Rigbts Education within the
Frameworkof CooperationAmong Countries.

Workins papers and theoretical demOl!Stra1ionswere presetttedthen followed by
discussion.
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The experiments presented in the WorkshoP by the GeC countries'
representativeshighlighted a number of positive aspectswith respeCt to the
jntegnLrionof human rights principles aad conceptsin school textbooks and
subjects of study. They showed the sreat emphasislaid by 1he educational
legislations and policies in addition to. the general and special ~als of school
subjectson these principles.'lby alsos~ 1I1e'distrib\1tionof 1heseconceptS
on the cUtferents\1bjectswithouta prematun:plan fOfHumanRightsEducation
and the availability of supportive activities in that field.
The experiments have also highlighted some obstacles and difficuIti~ that can be
summed up in the foUowiag:
. The absenceof nanODalplaDsin - fitld of human rights education that can

be bindingto aUinstitutionsconcernedwithhumanrightseducationissues;
. Lackofproper awarenessofhumaD rishts cultQreand human rights education

in the congemed societies;
. WeakDessof 1I1eparticipationof the civil society partias in human rights

education and 1henecessary awareness fequi~, to be created;

~
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. Lack of human, material and technological resourcesthat would help integrate
and train human rights in the curricula of some countries.

m. ~
The participants were divided into three worlciDggroups to ~81'1ine the following
issues:
1. Issues related to eduGationalpolicies;
2. Curricula, text-books and sohool environment;
3. Training teachersandthoseensased in education.

Bach Group worked out a munber of recommendationsand elabora1edthe m~or
difficulties and obstacles 1hat impede the process of human rights educ:aUon8I1dthe
dissemination of further awareness.
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The Workshop caJ1eciuponfUrtherorganizationof suobeventsin orderto deepen
work and standardizeeffortSon periodicaland unual basis. The Working Groups
and the Plenary Sessions suggested a nQJDberof solutions expressed in
recommendations aiming at overcoming the current situation and providins the
relevant conditiODSwhid2 may contribute to 1he success of sudt form of education.
The following lines sum up these recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

1~

1. Encouqging the ~ncemed bodies in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) to ratify and study the interuationat 8I1dArab ~ven1ions and
treaties related to human rights in order to identifY 1he necessary material md
human faQlitiesrequired fur their implememati011,811d to conform their
educational policies to the provisions of these eonven1ioDs;

r--

2. Motivatins the concernedbodies in theMemberStatesof theGulfCooperation
Council (GeC) to developnaticma1s1ratePes and P!IDSin tbe field of human
righ1s educatiQD provided ~ 1hey should include the dieabled. Sud1 plans and
strategies should be supported by awareness8Ddeducafj", campaignsbas" on
&peQificstan<Ierc1sin additionto the financialsupportrequiredfor implementation;

3. Mo1ivatina the congemecfbodies in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation
Couftcil (GCC) to expand with regard to introdUcing humID rights education
principles and SOalsin the educational and regulations in confonnity with the
Convention on the Children Rights in genetal and with comment No. I adopted
by Children's Rights Commission -Article 29 - in particular;

4. Calling upon the Arab Bureau.of Education lor the Arab Oult Stttes to develop a
set of staadardsfor measuring and assessinSthe perJbnnanQe of th~ educational
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institutions with respectto the achie~- of the SOalsof humID risJrts
education;

,.

S. Motivatins the CQDcomed bodies in the MemberStatesof the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GeC) 10 establish referential units to be ~ with coordination
among the naticmal parties CQI1Cemedm the field of impIen1eDtiDgthe human
rights education policies;

6. Promotingthe role of me civil society orpnizaticms and media in the field Qf
humanrightseducationandin the effortsof awarenessandeducating;

7. Utilization of the programs, expertise and publications of the Arab and
intornationalorganiutiousconcernedwithhumanrightseducation;

8. Calling upon universities and higher education institutions in the G.C.C. to
develop speciS] programs in the field of human rights education addressedto all
specializations as a university requirement Of intearating it in the subjects and
programs.

IL 'b'~- ..
1. Calling upon the concernedbodies to developa curriculumfor humanrights

education, and preparo the Q)11ceptualmaps, scale matrix and sequence
nec:essary for integrating these conceptS in school wrricu1a;

2. Calling upon the necessity of developing referential manuals and teaching aids
for teachers of human rights eduQation;

3. CaJling upon the CQJ1cernedbodies to build up data base for human rights
education, and secure its documentation according'10specific educational system
channels;

4. CaIJing upon the Arab Bureau of Education for the Arab Gulf States 10include
human rights education in the joint plan for curricu1a development;

S. Calling for ~onducting a surveyon the text booksand curriculaof 'theMember
StJ;ates in order to promote tbe COIWePtSrelated 10human rights educ:ation~

6. Adopting the integrative approach for the concepts of human rights education in
the school curricuIa;

7. Calling upon activatingthe curricnJ1arand ema-cumcu1aractivitiesin such a
tnanf'er that would promote human rishts education;

8. Providing the neceSS81Ysebool enviromnent and auricu1a for the disabled in
conformity with 1heinternational staDdards.
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