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Within the period from 15 to 19 February,2004, the Regionsl Warkshop on Human
Rights Education in the Gulf States School Systems was held in the City of Doha, Qatar.
The workshop was attended by representatives of the seven countries members of the
Gulf Cooperation Council engaged in the preparation of educational polisies, school
curricula and programs in the Ministries of Education. A group of Arab and non-Arab
experts undertook the organization of the workshop proceedings under the auspices of the
office of the High Commijssioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), UNESCO, UNICEF and
Qatar National Commission for Education, Culture and Science. Several national and
Arsb civil society organizations took part Fifty one participants participated in the
Workshop where they examined the current situation of human rights education in their
countries, and the prospects of further action to deep-root the human rights culture in the
school curricula, Three field experiments were presented by the representatives of Jordan,
Moroceo and Tunisia in addition to the experiment of the Arab Human Rights Institute
and other international experiments. :

The Workshop comes within a series of national, international and Arab efforts for
promoting the culture of human rights education under the United Nations Decade on
Human Rights Education (1995 —~ 2004), and a follow-up of the recommendations
adopted by the Annual Meeting on Cooperation in the field of Human Rights Protection
and Development in the Asia-Pacific Region (Bejin 2002), the recommendations of Rabat
Regional Conference on Human Rights Education in the Arab Countries (1999), and
Beirut Symposium on Human Rights Education in the Arab Countries (1997).

Developing a common understanding of human rights in school curricyls;
Identifying the mechanisms of integrating human rights in the educational
system;

Discussing the strategies of human rights education in the Arab States;
Identifying the national priorities regarding human rights education programs;
Assisting in developing national strategies in the field,

Facilitating cooperation among all partners at the Arab level in the field of
human rights education.

The Workshop adopted a vision for human rights education based upon the values
and principles of the sublime Islamic belief and the international criteria adopted in
the field of human rights education involved in the international declarations,
conventions and action programs adopted by the international and Arab conferences
in the field of human rights education, with special emphasis on the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, Convention of Children Rights and the International
Convention on the Eliminations of All forms of Discrimination Against Women.
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The Workshop Program, discussed a number of topics in plenary theoretical sessions,
group work and presentation of experiments. Keynote speeches were delivered at the
opening session by HE. Mrs. Sheikha Al-Mzshmoud, Minister of Education in the
State of Qatar ~ who also chaired the session — in addition to the representatives of
OHCHR, UNESCO and UNICEF.

The following lines sum up the major events of the Workshop:

First theme:

Second Theme:
Third Theme:

Fourth Theme:
Fifth Theme:

Sixth Theme:

Principles, Issues and Problems of Human Rights
Education;

Experiments and Models on Human Rights Education
from the Arab Region;

Human Rights Education: Opportunities, Obstacles and
Areas of Concentration in the Gulf Cooperation Council
States;

Human Rights Education in the various fields: Aspirations
and Visions;

International Conventions Related to Human Rights
Education;

Activities Related to Human Rights Education within the
Framework of Cooperation Among Countries,

Working papers and theoretical demonstrations were pregented then followed by
discussion.

The experiments presented in the Workshop by the GCC countries’
representatives highlighted a number of positive aspects with respect to the
integration of human rights principles and concepts in school textbooks and
subjects of study. They showed the great emphasis laid by the educational
legislations and palicies in addition to the general and special goals of schoo!
subjects on these principles. They also showed the distribution of these concepts
on the different subjects without a premature plan for Human Rights Education
and the availability of supportive activities in that field.

The experiments have also highlighted some obstacles and difficulties that can be
summed up ip the following:

The absence of national plans in the field of human rights education that can
be binding to all institutions concerned with human rights education issues;
Lack of proper swareness of human rights culture and human rights education
in the concerned societies;

Weakness of the participation of the civil society parties in human rights
education and the necessary awareness required to be created;



UNESCO DOHA QRTAR

o Lack of human, material and technological resources that would help integrate
and train human rights in the curricula of some countries.

M. Working Groups: |
The participants were divided into three working groups to examine the following

issues;
1. Issuss related to educational policies;

2. Curricula, text-books and school environment;

3. Training teachers and those engaged in education.

Each Group worked out a number of recommendations and elaboratsd the major
difficulties and obstacles that impede the process of human rights education and the
dissemination of further awareness.

The Workshop called upon further organization of such events in order to despen
work and standardize efforts on periodical and annual basis, The Working Groups
and the Plenary Sessions suggested & number of solutions expressed in
recommendations siming at overcoming the current situation and providing the
relevant conditions which may contribute to the success of such form of education.
The following lines sum up these recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

I Policy Related Issues:

1. Encouraging the concerned bodies in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation
Council {(GCC) to ratify and study the international and Arab conventions and
treaties related to human rights in order to identify the necessary material and
human facilities required for their implementation, and to conform their
educational policies to the provisions of these conventions;

2. Motivating the concerned bodies in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation
Council {GCC) to develop national strategies and plans in the field of human
rights education provided that they should include the disabled, Such plans and
strategies should be supported by swareness and educating campaigns based on
specific standards in addition to the financial support required for implementation;

3. Motivating the concerned bodies in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation
Council {GCC) to expand with regard to introducing human rights education
principles and goals in the educational and regulations in conformity with the
Convention on the Children Rights in general and with comment No, 1 adopted
by Children’s Rights Commission ~ Article 29 — in particular;

4. Calling upon the Arab Bureau of Education for the Arab Gulf States to develop a
set of standards for measuring and assessing the performance of the educational
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institutions with respect to the achievement of the goals of hummm rights
education;

. Motivating the concerned bodies in the Member States of the Gulf Coaperstion

Council (GCC) to establish referential units to be concerned with coordination
among the national parties cancerned in the field of implementing the human
rights education policies;

. Promoting the role of the civil society organizations and media in the field of

human rights education and in the efforts of awareness and educating;

. Utilization of the programs, expertise and publications of the Arsb end

intemnational organizations concetned with human rights education;

. Calling upon universities and higher education institutions in the G.C.C. to
develop special programs in the field of human rights education addressed to all
specializations as a university requirement or integrating it in the subjects and
programs.
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. Calling upon the concerned bodies to develop a curriculum for human rights

education, and prepare the conceptual maps, scale matrix and sequence
necessary for integrating these concepts in school curricula;

. Calling upon the necessity of developing referential manuals and teaching aids

for teachers of human rights education;

. Calling upon the concerned bodies to build up data base for human rights

education, and secure its documentsation according to specific educational system
channels;

. Calling upott the Arab Bureau of Education for the Arab Gulf States to include

human rights education in the joint plan for curricula development;

. Calling for conducting & survey on the text books and curricula of the Member

States in order to promote the concepts related to human rights education;

. Adopting the integrative approach for the concapts of human rights education in

the school curricula;

. Calling upon activating the curricular and exwa-curricular activities in such a

manner that would promete human rights education;

. Providing the necessary school environment and curricula for the dissbled in

conformity with the international standards,






