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 Script 
Abdul Qayum Habibi and his wife Shafiqa Habibi 
are two of the many dedicated community health 
workers from the village of Cheke in Guazara 
district which is a two hour bus ride from Herat, 
the provincial capital, in western Afghanistan. 
 
Community health workers, operating at the 
grass roots level, are chosen through the local 
shura, or committees, based on trust and 
capabilities. After being chosen by the village, 
Mr. and Mrs. Habibi had six months training 
where they learnt about first aid activities as well 
as how to work with families in raising 
awareness and how to make referrals to the 
nearest health centres. 
 
Gozara hospital lies just outside Herat city. The 
focal point for the 214 community health workers 
in the 307 sub-districts is chief doctor Abdel 
Ahad.  
 
SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Dr. Abdel Ahad, Sub-
district Chief: “The advantage is that they’re 
citizens of the community, and they’re familiar 
with local health issues. They take the training 
we provide and put it into action in each village.” 
 
Working as a couple has distinct advantages in 
a conservative society such as Afghanistan, 
where many women do not work or play only a 
small role outside the home…or none at all.  
 
SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Abdul Qayum Habibi, 
Community Health Worker: “In this backwards 
society, women are not allowed to work. I’m 
happy that my wife is working side by side with 
me. Unmarried couples would not be allowed to 
work together. If she encounters problems, I can 
reach out and help her.” 
 
SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Shafiqa Habibi, 
Community Health Worker: “Men and women 
are encouraging us to do this work; it’s a 
valuable way to contribute to the cause. It’s 
much easier in a society like Afghanistan for 
women to work with their own gender.” 
 
The role of Community Health Workers is 
especially vital in a country where access to 
hospitals and health clinics is so restricted by 
insecurity, bad weather and inadequate roads.   
 
SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Dr. Abdel Ahad, Sub-
district Chief: “Community health workers are 
one of the most effective programmes in 
Afghanistan, but the challenge is that they are 
very poor and we cannot pay them – they’re 
volunteers. More support from the Government 

Shotlist 
1. Med shot, Habibi family 
2. Graphic push, map of Afghanistan 
3. Wide shot, city of Heart 
4. Close up, male community health 

worker 
5. Reverse shot, speaking to gathered 

people 
6. Wide shot, interior of hospital, 

community workers 
7. Med shot, community health worker 

speaking to woman 
8. Med shot, over shoulder of woman, 

community health worker 
9. Wide shot Gazara hospital 
10. Med shot, sign for Gazara hospital 
11. Med shot, sign on gate, rifle with red 

X over it 
12. SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Dr. Abdel 

Ahad, Sub-district Chief:: “The 
advantage is that they’re citizens of 
the community, and they’re familiar 
with local health issues. They take 
the training we provide and put it into 
action in each village.” 

13. Med shot, mosaic wall with women in 
burkas walking by 

14. Med shot, crowded marketplace 
15. SOUNDBITE(Pashto)Abdul Qayum 

Habibi, Community Health Worker: 
“In this backwards society, women 
are not allowed to work. I’m happy 
that my wife is working side by side 
with me. Unmarried couples would 
not be allowed to work together. If 
she encounters problems, I can reach 
out and help her.” 

16. SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Shafiqa 
Habibi, Community Health Worker: 
“Men and women are encouraging us 
to do this work; it’s a valuable way to 
contribute to the cause. It’s much 
easier in a society like Afghanistan for 
women to work with their own 
gender.” 

17. Wide shot, pan right, people gathered 
outside building 

18. Wide shot, trucks driving through dust 
19. SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Dr. Abdel 

Ahad, Sub-district Chief: “Community 
health workers are one of the most 
effective programmes in Afghanistan, 
but the challenge is that they are very 
poor and we cannot pay them – 
they’re volunteers. More support from 
the Government and NGO partners is 
needed.”  

20. Wide shot, women in black burkas 
walking along street 

21. Med shot, over shoulder, woman with 
child opens door for community 



 

and NGO partners is needed.”  
 
Community health workers also play a role 
during the national immunization days in 
Afghanistan. They assist visiting vaccinators to 
identify families who have children under the 
age of five. In addition they work closely with 
health centres especially when patients need 
more immediate treatments. 
 
SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Abdul Qayum Habibi, 
Community Health Worker: “Compared to the 
Taliban time, many things have gotten 
somewhat better. People are now receiving 
more support and even medicine. We didn’t get 
any medicine during the Taliban years.” 
 
Community health workers play an invaluable 
role in providing basic healthcare to Afghans in 
rural areas in one of the most challenging 
countries in the world. 
 

health workers 
22. Close up, health workers working with 

child 
23. SOUNDBITE (Pashto) Abdul Qayum 

Habibi, Community Health Worker: 
“Compared to the Taliban time, many 
things have gotten somewhat better. 
People are now receiving more 
support and even medicine. We didn’t 
get any medicine during the Taliban 
years.” 

24. Wide shot, worker calling through 
bullhorn in village 

25. Med shot, men gathered around, 
holding babies 

26. Med shot, women crouching 
27. Med shot, women crouching 

 
 
 
 

• International version split track 
• Running Time   
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Same as above 
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• Video news footage 1 
• Running Time  
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• Video news footage 2 
• Running Time  
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UNICEF PSA 
• Note to NewsMarket:    
    Always annotate PSAs running time 

as TRT: 30 seconds  

 
 
 

 

UNICEF Interview 
Running Time  
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