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Kigali International Airport, Rwanda.

Today, a charted cargo plane arrived, 
bringing, for the first time, 
pneumococcal vaccines to the country’s 
children.

Although widely used in the developed 
world, such vaccine has yet to reach 
mass populations in the developing 
world, especially here in Africa.

Because of the country’s good track 
record in its immunization coverage, 
The Global Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunisation, or (GAVI) 
recommended that Rwanda be one of 
the first countries to receive such 
vaccine. 

The US pharmaceutical company 
Wyeth Corporation donated these 
vaccines, which can protect children 
from diseases such as pneumonia and 
meningitis. Rwanda’s Health Minister 
summed up its significance for his 
country’s children.

Interview (English), Health Minister of 
Rwanda, Richard Sezibera:  “Pnemonia 
accounts for about 24% of all infant 
deaths in our country. And therefore, 
this vaccine is a very important tool in 
our arsenal that we now have in our 
fight against these killers of our 
children.”

To help Rwanda get ready to use these 
vaccines, USAID had provided 500,000 
dollars for cold chain equipment. 
UNICEF is also supporting the efforts 
through the training of health workers 
around the country.
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SHOTLIST:

1. Wide shot, Kigali International 
Airport

2. Med shot, Kigali International 
Airport

3. Wide shot, cargo plane carrying 
pneumococcal vaccines

4. Med shot, vaccines being unloaded 
from the plane

5. Close-up, airport staff uploading 
boxes of vaccines

6. Med shot, UN and the Government 
officials receiving the cargo plane

7. Close-up, UNICEF Deputy 
Representative, Jane Muita and 
Health Minister of Rwanda, 
Richard Sezibera

8. Med shot, officials standing next to 
the cargo plane

9. Med shot, a truck loaded with 
boxes of vaccines

10. Med shot, vaccines being unloaded 
from the plane

11. Close-up, airport staff unloading 
the vaccines 

12. Interview (English), Health 
Minister of Rwanda, Richard 
Sezibera: “…”

13. Med shot, boxes being unloaded 
from the plane into a truck

14. Wide shot, airport staff preparing 
to unload the vaccines

15. Med shot, airport staff preparing to 
unload the vaccines

16. Med shot, the cargo plane
17. Close-up, airport staff unloading 

the boxes
18. Wide shot, the cargo plane
19. Wide shot, the truck loaded with 

boxes of vaccines leaving the 
runway

20. Med shot, the truck loaded with 
boxes of vaccines leaving the 
runway

21. Med shot, Kigali International 
Airport

22. Close-up, houses outside the 
airport
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