Script

Regina Kando is waiting — for the test
results that will decide her daughter’s
future. She’s HIV positive, but doesn’t
know whether or not baby Angel is too.

SOUNDBITE: Regina Kando, HIV
positive Mother: “When | gave birth,
they gave me and my baby neviropene,
because of that, because of PMTCT, |
have hope that my child will be
negative.”

Regina is one of the lucky ones; her
local clinic in Zambia’s Luapula
province has a Prevention of Mother to
Child Transmission (PMTCT)
programme. She and Angel were given
doses of Neviropene during the birth,
drastically reducing the chances of her
passing on the virus to her baby.

But most clinics in Luapula don’t
provide PMTCT programmes, most
don’t even provide HIV testing. In a
country where roughly 20 percent of
pregnant women are HIV positive,
transmission of the virus from mother to
child remains alarmingly high. Health
workers in rural areas like Luapula
watch helplessly as babies are born with
and finally succumb to the virus. In
most cases, prevention and treatment
are just too far away.

SOUNDBITE: Regina Olwita, Nurse:
“There are patients we suspect have the
HIV virus and their babies have died
after being delivered. | think about 10%
of patients here will need PMTCT.”

But that is about to change. In an
historic agreement, UNICEF, Family
Health International and the Zambian
ministry of health, will be working
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together to roll out PMTCT
programmes to Luapula’s rural clinics.
The rollout will include the provision of
anti retroviral treatment for pregnant
women and children, training of health
workers and other associated services.
Children born here will now have a
better chance at life.

SOUNDBITE: Cathy Thompson,
Zambian Country Director, Family
Health International:

“This is very important because women
don’t go out of their catchment areas for
ante natal care services, so you have to
provide PMTCT at every site they go to
and this is expanding the service so that
we’re now able to reach, | would say
90% of the population of Luapula
province.”

Regina and Angel are back at their local
clinic. At 8 months old, Angel is now
ready to undergo a PCR test. The test
will determine whether or not the drugs
were successful, whether or not baby
Angel has the HI virus.

Regina will have to wait another long
month for the results but she is
optimistic. The chances of transmission
are slim and her hopes for Angel are
high. And with the PMTCT rollout,
mothers throughout Luapula province
will soon be able to share in her
optimism (can look forward to giving
birth to healthy, HIV-free babies).
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