14 per cent of pregnant women in
the region still do not give birth in an
institutional facility.

Making equality in
maternal and child
health a regional priority

e tremendous progress made by Latin
America and the Caribbean in reducing
national average mortality rates for
infants and children has much to teach
the world. Innovations in reducing
inequities, such as comprehensive social
insurance and conditional cash transfer
schemes, are rapidly being replicated not
only in other developing countries but

Brazil: Girls play on the streets of Rio de Janeiro.

also in industrialized ones. Since 2007,
New York City has been undertaking

a pilot anti-poverty programme —
Opportunity NYC — based along the
same lines as Mexico's conditional cash
transfer programme.

And yet, many thousands of children
and women in Latin America and
the Caribbean are still excluded from
essential primary and environmental
health care services. It is time for the
region’s political leaders to seize the
initiative and put aside the broken
promises of the past. What needs to be
done for these mothers and children
is clear from decades of progress and
experience. When it needs to be done
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and who needs to be involved are also
clear. e need for all stakeholders to be
united — in both word and deed — across
the region to ensure the right of mothers,
newborns and children to primary
health care is clearest of all.

e challenge, therefore, is to shake o
any cynicism and lethargy and work to
reduce health inequities in the region
with renewed energy and sharper
vision for those who have thus far been
excluded, and to position equality
in health at the heart of the regional
development agenda — both as a matter
of social justice and to honour the
sanctity of life in Latin America and the
Caribbean.
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STATISTICS

INDICATOR REGION WORLD

DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS

Total population (2006) 559,525,000 6,577,236,000
Population under 18 (2006) 197,134,000 2,212,024,000
Population under 5 (2006) 55,715,000 625,781,000
SURVIVAL
Life expectancy at birth (2006) 73 68
Neonatal mortality rate (under 28 days), per 1,000 live births (2000) 15 30
Infant mortality rate (under 1), per 1,000 live births (2006) 22 49
Under-5 mortality rate, per 1,000 live births (2006) 27 72
Under-5 mortality rate, average annual rate of reduction (1990-2006) 44 1.6
Maternal mortality ratio, per 100,000 live births (2005, adjusted) 130 400
HEALTH AND NUTRITION
Percentage of infants with low birthweight (1999-2006%) 9 15
Percentage of under-5s who are moderately or severely underweight (2000-2006%) 7 25
Percentage of population using improved drinking-water sources (2004) 91 83
Urban 96 95
Rural 73 73
Percentage of population using adequate sanitation facilities (2004) 77 59

Percentage of 1-year-old children immunized (2006) against:

Tuberculosis (BCG) 96 87
Diphtheria/pertussis/tetanus, 1 dose (DPT1) 96 89
Diphtheria/pertussis/tetanus, 3 doses (DPT3) 92 79
Polio (polio3) 92 80
Measles 93 80
Hepatitis B (hepB3) 89 60
Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib3) 90 22

EDUCATION

Percentage of primary school entrants reaching grade 5 (administrative data; 2000-2006%) 85 78**

Net primary school attendance ratio (2000-2006*)
Male 90 80
Female 91 78
Net secondary school attendance ratio (2000-2006*)

Male - 50%*
Female - 47**
Adult literacy rate (2000—-2005*) 90 78




STATISTICS

INDICATOR REGION WORLD
ECONOMIC INDICATORS

GNI per capita (USS$, 2006) 4,847 7,406
Percentage of population living on less than $1 a day (1995-2005%) 9 19

Percentage share of central government expenditure (1995-2005*) allocated to:

Health 7 14
Education 15 5
Defence 4 1

Percentage share of household income (1995-2004*):

Lowest 40 per cent 12 20
Highest 20 per cent 56 42
HIV and AIDS
Adult prevalence rate (15-29 years, end-2007)
Latin America 05
Caribbean 0.1 08
Estimated number of people (all ages) living with HIV (2007)*
Latin America 1,600,000
Caribbean 230,000 33200000
Estimated number of children (0-14 years) living with HIV (2007) 54,000% 2,100,000
Estimated number of children (0-17 years) orphaned by AIDS (2005) - 15,200,000*
CHILD PROTECTION
Birth registration? (1999-2006%) 89 -
Urban 93 -
Rural 83 -
Child marriage (1987—2006*) 26 -
Urban 24 -
Rural 31 -
Child labour (5-14 years, 1999-2006%) n -
Male 12 -
Female 10 -
WOMEN
Adult literacy parity rate (females as a percentage of males, 2000-2006%) 99 86
Antenatal care coverage (percentage, 2000-2006%) 94 75
Skilled attendant at delivery (percentage, 2000-2006%) - 63
Lifetime risk of maternal death (2005) 1in: 280 1in: 92
NOTES:

* Data refer to the most recent year available during the period specified.

** Excludes China.
Data not available.

0 The global and regional estimates for birth registration included in this table are based on the subset of countries for which data are available for the period 1999-2006. Global and
regional estimates for a wider set of countries are available for the period 1997-2006 and can be found at www.childinfo.org/areas/birthregistration.

* Data on HIV and AIDS is derived from the 2007 AIDS Epidemic Update, released in November 2007 by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. Those indicators which are
reported here but do not have a corresponding figure in the 2007 AIDS Epidemic Update refer to the year 2005, and correspond to figures published in UNICEF’s The State of the
World'’s Children 2008, p. 129.
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