Water & Sanitation - An emergency of simple needs

Water, sanitation and hygiene are the basic essentials of life. Every day across the world, 4500 children die because of unsafe water and a lack of basic sanitation.  

By failing to meet these simple needs for children, we have created a silent emergency of incredible proportions.

Did You Know….?

Less than one in three people worldwide have access to a toilet in their home.

Over one billion people worldwide rely on unsafe drinking water collected from pools, rivers or vendors.

A significant proportion of hospital beds in the developing world are filled with people suffering from diseases caused by contaminated water and poor hygiene.

Guinea worm, typhoid, cholera, hookworm, polio and diarrhoea are all diseases caused by drinking unclean water or living in unhygienic conditions.

42 per cent of people living in sub-Saharan Africa are drinking unsafe water.

Diarrhoea is one of the leading killers of children under five, taking almost 1.9 million lives each year.  88 per cent of diarrhoea is caused by unsafe water and poor sanitaiton.
A child born in sub-Saharan Africa is likely to suffer 5 episodes of acute diarrhoea every year.

In Uganda, only 1 in 100 people have water piped directly to their home.

In sub-Saharan Africa, almost half of all women spend around 30 minutes a day collecting water.

40 billion work hours are lost every week because of the need to collect water.

In India, water-borne diseases cost an annual $600 million in lost production and medical treatment. 

44 million pregnant women have hookworm infections that threaten their health, the health of their babies and undermine the health of entire communities. 

Over half of the three billion people worldwide without improved sanitation live in India (735 million) and China (725 million). 

In developing countries, only 31 per cent of rural dwellers have access to a toilet or latrine compared to 73 per cent in the cities.

The Millennium Development Goals call on nations to halve the proportion of people living without clean water and basic sanitation. 

UNICEF has estimated that it will cost an additional $9-$11 billion per year to reach this goal by bringing sustainable solutions to communities currently going without.

