International Women’s Day celebrated in Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA, 12 March 2008 -  On the occasion of the International Women’s Day 2008, the President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Girma Woldegiorgis, stressed the importance of increased gender equality and called upon all Ethiopian women to stand up for their constitutional rights. 

The President awarded medals to 100 women who excelled in their respective fields of work including farming, pastoralist, athletics and business.

Addressing a meeting at the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MOLSA), UNICEF Representative and UN team coordinator, Bjorn Ljungqvist said,   “violence against women and children is unacceptable and has to come to an end immediately.” Bjorn added that public institutions that protect women and children against violence need to be strengthened, emphasizing the need for increased partnerships towards this end.

During the four day long celebration United Nations agencies including UNESCO, UNFPA and UNICEF actively participated in events such as documentary films, art work, photographic exhibition and poster and canvas presentations. A panel discussion stressed the importance of participation by women in the decision making process and highlighted the fact that Ethiopia stands second in political participation of women in Africa.

This year’s International Women’s’ Day was celebrated with the strong participation of women and other stakeholders from different walks of life.
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