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***** Media Advisory *****

UNICEF launches first State of Africa’s Children report at TICAD

What:
Press conference to mark the launch of UNICEF’s The State of Africa’s Children 2008 report focusing on Child Survival. The launch will take place on the occasion of the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD).
Who:
- Ann M. Veneman, UNICEF Executive Director


- H.E. Jakaya Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania and Chairperson of the African Union 


- H.E. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of Liberia


- Youssou N’Dour, Senegalese singer and UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador

- Itsunori Onodera, Japan’s Senior Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 


Tomoko Omura, Anchor and Senior Programme Director at NHK Television, will moderate the press conference 

When: Wednesday 28 May 2008 at 3:30 p.m. (Japan time)

Where: Intercontinental Hotel, Yokohama, Japan
Why:
Although global under-five deaths have reached a record low, falling below the 10-million mark to reach 9.7 million in 2006, sub-Saharan Africa continues to be the worst place for a child to survive. Some 5 million children die there before reaching their fifth birthday – at an average of 14,000 a day.


The State of Africa’s Children 2008 looks at the state of child survival and progress towards achieving the health-related Millennium Development Goals as they relate to children; outlines priorities for accelerating progress; and suggests concrete actions and initiatives to save children’s lives.


This inaugural report complements UNICEF’s flagship publication The State of the World’s Children, offering an African perspective on trends in child survival and health. 

For further information, please contact:

Mihoko Nakagawa, UNICEF Japan, +81-3-5467-4431, mnakagawa@unicef.org
