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SITUATION UPDATE  
The internal armed conflict in Colombia has intensified in the first half of 2012, with the 
situation in the departments of Cauca, Putumayo and Chocó becoming particularly 
critical. In Cauca, an escalation of armed hostilities between the Army and a non-State 
armed group caused displacement and damages in public and private infrastructures, 
while in Putumayo, flooding in July and August has aggravated existing vulnerabilities 
related to the armed conflict. The civil population are frequently victim to landmine and 
unexploded ordnance accidents, and their children are vulnerable to recruitment by 
armed groups, abuse and sexual exploitation, as well as the occupation of schools by 

illegal armed groups. Communities in these regions are being further isolated and displaced by the placement of large numbers of anti-
personnel landmines (APMs) in illegal crop cultivations by illegal armed groups. UNICEF has received reports of the use of schools for 
fighting, child recruitment into armed groups and sexual violence against girls. Twenty-six children (14 girls) have been direct victims of 
antipersonnel mines and unexploded ordnance already this year (25 per cent more than in 2011). Internal displacement continues to 
cause humanitarian concerns. El Niño is anticipated to exacerbate the situation by causing severe drought in the last months of the year 
among communities that previously suffered from floods in 2010 and into 2011. 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE  
No funding for humanitarian action in Colombia has been received to date in 2012, resulting in gaps across all sectors due to the large 
areas affected by conflict and vulnerability to disasters. UNICEF’s humanitarian assistance has relied upon internal resources in the form 
of Other Resources-Regular (ORR) as well as Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) funds received in late 2011. UNICEF and partners 
have supported the national government's response to emergencies or provided direct care to 47,132 girls and 48,619 boys during the 
first half of 2012. In coordination with other UN agencies and in support of the national government, UNICEF has developed and 
assisted programmes to prevent children’s recruitment by illegal armed groups and accidents with landmines and unexploded 
ordnances. The organization is also providing assistance to affected populations in nutrition; health; water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH); education; and child protection. However, these resources are insufficient to meet the humanitarian needs because the 
conflict affects large areas of the country: the Pacific coast, the southern border, large areas of the east and the border with Venezuela. 
Additionally, Colombia is very vulnerable to natural disasters that increase the effects of the conflict. The Monitoring and Reporting 
Mechanism (MRM) on grave violations against children in the framework of UN Security Council Resolution 1612 is being carried out. 
The second Report of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict in Colombia was published in March 2012, based on the 
information collected by the MRM and contains recommendations to all parties of the armed conflict. UNICEF had led and coordinated 
the work of the WASH and Education clusters. Colombia also has been included in the second round of the CERF underfunded window 
and the country team is now in the process of prioritization. The lack of emergency resources, deteriorating security conditions in the 
field, and access constraints to some of the worst affected areas have hindered UNICEF’s ability to respond to critical needs. 

 
 
 

UNICEF target 
(people to be reached 

by 31 Dec. 2012) 

UNICEF total progress (people reached 
by 30 June)* 

NUTRITION   

Children under 5 at risk of or with global acute malnutrition and 
pregnant or breastfeeding women access micronutrient 
supplements and ready-to-use therapeutic foods  

50,000 children <5, 
4,000 pregnant or 

breastfeeding women 

8,420 children <5  
2,729 breastfeeding women 

HEALTH   

Children and women have sustained access to essential health 
services for high-impact preventive and curative interventions, 
including treatment of diarrhoea, and prevention and control of 
malaria 

50,000 children < 5, 
4,000 pregnant or 

breastfeeding women 

26,691 children (14,052 girls, 12,639 boys) 
and 2,729 breastfeeding women  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE   

Affected population, including children and women, access 
sufficient water of appropriate quality and quantity for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

20,000 people 
7,350 people (including 1,364 girls and 

1,585 boys) from the Pacific coast of the 
departments of Cauca and Chocó  

Affected population, including children and women, access 
toilets and washing facilities that are culturally appropriate, 
secure and sanitary, and are user-friendly and gender-
appropriate 

20,000 people 
7,350 people (2,949 children) from the 

Pacific coast of the departments of Cauca 
and Chocó 

Affected population, including children and women, receive 
critical WASH-related information to prevent child illness, 
especially diarrhoea 

20,000 people 

2,100 people have been trained in proper 
use and treatment of drinking water, routes 

of contamination and their respective blocks 
and good hygiene practices, especially 

hand washing 

CHILD PROTECTION   

Children in the areas most affected by the armed conflict 
(Pacific Coast and southern border) have access to 

5,000 children 1,221 children (599 girls,622 boys) 

Colombia 
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* All results in the table above have been financed with UNICEF regular resources and CERF funds received in November 2011. 
 

WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE IN 2012  
UNICEF will continue responding to emergencies caused by armed conflict and natural disasters during the second half of 2012. With the 
emergency funds requested, UNICEF and partners will expand its humanitarian assistance to other areas of the country, focusing 
primarily in the departments of Cauca, Putumayo and Chocó. In close coordination with partners and through the cluster approach, the 
organization will focus on support to populations that have been displaced for short periods of time or lost access to services, provide 
psycho-social support to 5,000 affected children to recover from the long-term effects of post-disaster trauma; prevent the recruitment 
and use of 80,000 children by non-state armed groups and strengthen the MRM on grave violations against children; identify and register 
unaccompanied/separated children and provide family-based interim care, while preventing additional family separation during forced 
displacement; and reach 40,000 people through community- and school-based Mine Risk Education programmes. 
 
Nutrition programmes will support community screening and provision of corrective actions, as well as the continuation of breastfeeding 
and access to quality complementary food for 10,000 children between 6-23 months; distribute life-saving and critical relief supplies for 
primary health and nutrition services for 50,000 children and 4,000 pregnant and lactating women; provide operational and technical 
support for mobile health and nutrition in emergency units (directed by the National Institute for Family Welfare). Sufficient funding will 
enable WASH programmes to provide 4,000 families with access to safe water; rehabilitate 10 community water supply and sanitation 
systems; and distribute personal hygiene kits and promote good hygiene practices and hand washing, benefiting 15,000 children. 
Education programmes will strengthen the capacity of 1,000 teachers working in emergencies, including on Mine Risk Education, 
International Humanitarian Law and psychosocial support to children. School kits will be provided for 20,000 children living in affected 
areas; school-in-a-box kits will benefit 2,500 children through adequate temporary classrooms, including temporary WASH facilities. 
 

UNICEF Funding Requirements from 31 August 2012 – 31 December 2012  
UNICEF has received zero humanitarian funding but has been able to achieve the above results using re-allocated regular programming 
resources totalling US$ 3,035,951 donated principally by the Swedish (SIDA) and the Canadians (CIDA). It is readjusting its humanitarian 
requirements for the remainder of 2012 to 3,400,000 to cover urgent humanitarian needs for children. Despite considerable response 
efforts by the government, important gaps remain in the response. These emergency funding needs are required so that UNICEF is able 
to continue its work related to the protection of children affected by the armed conflict; prevention of child recruitment; and protection 
of children demobilized from illegal armed groups, and to ensure an integrated response in support of children and their families. 

* Figures in (US $) reflect funds received as of 31 August 2012. All income figures are preliminary. An Immediate Needs Document, 
still unfunded, was submitted on August 8 for some of the above activities. Pledges are not included.  

psychosocial support through the Return to Happiness strategy 

Mechanisms to prevent child recruitment are strengthened, 
including the participation of children in community centres, 
sports (such as the Golombiao strategy), schools or as 
community leaders 

80,000 children 
61,341 children and adolescents (29,245 

girls and 32,096 boys) between 9 -17 years 

Children and their families of the areas most affected by 
landmines are protected from accidents through mine-risk 
education programmes 

40,000 people 

5,848 individuals sensitized in landmines 
and unexploded ordnance  risks (1,111 
adult males, 1,170 adult females, 1,890 

girls and 1,677 boys) 
133 teachers received training as trainers in 

mine-risk education 

EDUCATION   

Children, including preschool-age children, girls and other 
children affected by emergencies, access quality education 
opportunities 

20,000 pre- and 
primary school-age 

children 
2,846 children (1,509 girls, 1,337 boys)  

Safe and secure learning environments that promote the 
protection and well-being of learners are established 

100 schools 22 schools and school boarding homes 

Sector 
Original 2012 

HAC 
requirements 

Revised HAC 
requirements 

Funds received* 
 

Funding gap 

Child Protection 2,700,000 1,500,000 0 1,500,000 

Nutrition 600,000 250,000 0 250,000 

Health 700,000 250,000 0 250,000 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 1,200,000 500,000 0 500,000 

Education 800,000 800,000 0 800,000 

Cluster Coordination 200,000 100,000 0 100,000 

Total 6,200,000 3,400,000 0 3,400,000 


