Parenting Education Toolkit (CD-ROM)
Parents are children’s first and most important teachers. With love, information and responsiveness, families influence their children’s survival and ensure that they are physically healthy, mentally alert, emotionally secure, socially competent, and able to learn. But many families need support. They are facing new challenges such as conflict, urbanization, increasing povery, and HIV/AIDS. 

In order to assist families in promoting their children’s healthy development, the Early Childhood Development Division has created a Parenting Education Toolkit. This CD-ROM presents strategies for strengthing families’ competencies to ensure their young children’s rights to survival, development, protection and participation, and has examples of programmes from over 30 countries. Good parenting programmes not only provide families with critical information on care practices, but they also help families develop skills and confidence in their ability to give their children the best start in life.
                
Starting with background and guidance on designing and developing Parent Education Programmes, the toolkit presents and discusses the range and type of programmes and their components, who implements them and how families are reached.  It provides guidelines for working with groups of parents. Issues include fundamentals of adult education, group coordination, management and facilitation skills, and home visiting. Recommendations for developing practical and powerful media materials related to parent education are also included.   
Programme examples illustrate the creative efforts and lessons learned from countries such as the Philippines, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, India, Turkey, Jordan, Jamaica, Croatia, Peru, Uganda, Malawi, Vietnam, Chile and Mexico. Included is a description of programmes from Latin America and/or supported by the World Bank. Users will find a list of web-based learning sites and online resources, an invaluable source of up-to-date information and ongoing guidance. Carefully selected from the wealth of parent information available, these reference materials and websites provide ready access to much needed information on all aspects of child development and parenting in the early years.
