1.  The Child in the Family: the Millennium Development goals are about 
children, and can be met more readily and sustained if we partner with 
families.

a) The family is a child’s first line of protection.  From the perspective of a child, no structure is more fundamental than the family.  The family is not only the primary source of care and protection for children but also the source of the foundations of child development.

b) The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) enshrines the primary importance of families in implementing and protecting children’s rights.  The CRC also enjoins States to give assistance to parents and guardians to support their child-rearing.  Strengthening families to better care for their children remains at the heart of UNICEF’s efforts for children.

c) UNICEF partners with families for the survival, development, protection and participation of all children.

d) UNICEF works with partner agencies, governments and civil society to ensure that quality services are used by all vulnerable children; locally, the family seeks to ensure that these services are used by their children.  In order to meet the challenge of the Millennium Development Goals, families must be 

      central to our efforts.  The Millennium Development Goals are about children

e) While many families have escaped economic poverty recently, millions of 
children and their families continue to live in poverty, and the disparities 
between rich and poor are on the increase.  In order to break the cycle of 
economic and social poverty affecting children, faster and more effective 
progress in meeting the Millennium Development Goals is critical.

2. UNICEF’s Strategy: Support and strengthen the family to improve the conditions of children:
a) UNICEF supports the strengthening of the family in a number of ways. One key to success is communicating with families the critical information needed for child survival, growth and development, such as the importance of breastfeeding, of immunisations and of getting girls in school.
b) A second strategy is developing the capacity of communities to monitor children’s progress and help families in special need, as in Tanzania and Peru.  A third is to put resources directly in the hands of families, a new strategy for malaria prevention.  Building gender equality in the home, through support of fathers’ roles in care, women’s increased decision-

making and increasing awareness of violence in the home is another strategy.  In 
the past year, some 28 Government UNICEF programmes of co-operation 
worked 
to increase the role of fathers.  Strengthening and supporting families 
affected by the HIV/AIDS crisis is also a major concern.

c) In Brazil, for example, UNICEF and its partners recognised that supporting families is central to implementing the rights of young children, providing them with the best possible start in life.  In supporting and strengthening the capacity of families to provide holistic, integral care to their young children, UNICEF and Brazil identified core family competencies applicable to all Brazilian families in a collaborative process that took 18 months.  The 28 identified competencies were validated through interviews conducted within communities themselves, and the results of existing international research on family care practice s that promote children’s survival, development, protection and participation.  The resulting tool kit, “Strengthening the Brazilian Family”, is planned to be carried into the homes of 10 million families throughout the country by the network of more than 150,000 community health promoters before the end of 2006.
d) As another example, UNICEF’s pilot project “Promoting Life Opportunities for Adolescents in Jordan” was launched to create public interest and a commitment to improve the situation of adolescents, and enhance their communication with their parents with better understanding of the situation, needs and rights of adolescents.
3. UNICEF and the UN Agencies working together with other national and international partners to sustain and support the family:
a) 
It is important to note that UNICEF does not work alone.  UNICEF works in 
partnership with National Organisations and with other UN 
agencies, in 
particular, and with national and with other international partners to strengthen the 
role of the family and empower its members to address the 
rights of children. Let 
me cite a few examples.

b)
UNICEF collaborates with WHO in terms of child survival, growth and 
development through 
empowering parents with knowledge for action related to 
immunisation, child growth monitoring, the 
promotion of good nutrition, as well 
as promoting cognitive development of the young child through iodisation of 
salt and enhancing parenting skills related to child learning.

c)
Together with WHO, UNFPA, WFP and others, UNICEF seeks to protect and 
enhance the role of the mother – through such activities as the prevention of 
anaemia through supplementation, and increasingly, fortification of flour in 
many countries with foliate, and mother support group activities that educate and 

promote antenatal care, early and prolonged 
breastfeeding and complementary 
feeding of children after the age of six months.
d)
Together, UNICEF and its partners provide major 
protection for girls and 
women and help to empower them to address such issues as:
· the elimination of female genital cutting with UNDP, UNFPA and WHO
· The promotion of girls’ education with UNESCO, UNFPA and UNDP

· The prevention of separation of children from their families during times of emergencies, conflict and natural disasters and economic declines.  When children do become separated from their families, UNICEF seeks to reunite them with their parents or other suitable family arrangements.

e)
The resumption of school as a primary service and 
family support intervention in 
emergencies and humanitarian crises as one way to reintroduce normalcy to the 
life of the child and its family, together with all interested UN agencies and NGOs.

4. 
Looking forward: Achieving the Millennium Development Goals – UNICEF 
and the family together as partners:

Today, families face greater challenges than ever before.  Millions of children continue to live in poverty, while disparities between the rich and the poor increase.  
Allow me to mention just a few in closing:

a)
The number of children separated from families or unaccompanied by parents 
has increased over the last decade
b)  Serious economic decline and harsh economic transitions have placed enormous 
stress on families


Violations against the rights of children and their families are on the increase.  
This includes trafficking, commercial sexual labour and exploitation of girls, and 
putting children into competent roles.
c) Based on successful efforts in the past, UNICEF realises that the Millennium Development Goals will be achieved more quickly and with more sustainable results if efforts for children are realised together with their families.
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