The Municipal Seal of Approval – Brazil (2002)
In 2002 in Brazil, the Municipal Seal of Approval completed its second round in the State of Ceará. This is an initiative created to recognize the municipalities with the best performance on indicators related to child rights. Municipalities are grouped according to health and education indicator performance. Those cities making relatively good progress, and carrying out the most innovative experiences, are recognized with the UNICEF Seal.

In 2002, all but 4 municipalities in the State entered the programme. Of these, 121 out of the 180 municipalities applying for the Seal reached the second stage of the evaluation and 34 of them were awarded the Seal. The programme has been associated with dramatic improvements in child-related indicators in the State of Ceará. Some 98 percent of children 7-14 years of age were already attending school, but the dropout rate has fallen from 12 percent (1999) to 8.7 percent (2002); the percentage of municipal schools with libraries has risen from 12 percent (1999) to nearly 16 percent (2002); and the percentage of municipal schools with drinking water has risen from 85 percent (1999) to 93 percent (2002). This progress significantly exceeds national improvements in the same indicators. 

In 2002, civil society participation became a condition for municipalities to apply to participate in the programme. This was subject to verification prior to awarding the Seal. A Community Evaluation Forum was created in each municipality, comprised of community leaders. The forum was charged with evaluating the quality of services provided by the municipality, such as education services for children with special needs, and the availability of training and job-skills improvement for teachers.

The success of the UNICEF Seal in Ceará has interested the nearby state of Paraíba, which launched its own Citizenship Seal to be awarded in 2003. Somewhat different in focus and methodology, it is designed to monitor and measure indicators of health, education and family access to welfare services. Other states have expressed interest in implementing similar programmes.

