Initiatives against domestic child labour – Brazil (2002)

For more than ten years, UNICEF in Brazil has sought to place the issue of child labour high on the social and political agenda of the country. Child labour has been reduced by 25 percent, notably on sugarcane, sisal, orange, and tobacco plantations, as well as on dumps and other hazardous locations. Other forms of child labour continue to be "invisible" or not seen as a problem, however. UNICEF is addressing this by working with partners to create approaches aimed at addressing these forms of child labour as well.

In Bahia, UNICEF and other organizations, such as the Domestic Workers Union, cooperate through the project "Expanding Rights and Horizons" with the participation of 200 girls aged 16-18 who work as domestic servants. Many of them are not only exploited at work, but are victims of violence and sexual abuse. The project aims to inform these girls about their rights as citizens and the mechanisms available to safeguard their rights. There is also an important mobilization effort underway to raise social awareness that domestic labour is a form of child labour, and just as with any other form, it is not only wrong, but illegal. The campaign calls for stopping this practice, as well as for reporting abuses.

In Belém, UNICEF supports a similar project, which so far benefits 141 girls aged from 8 to 18 years. Half of the participants receive a small cash stipend that enables them to stop working and return to school. All of the participants receive assistance through health and job skills training programmes. Their families are also involved. Some 2,500 public school teachers have been trained to enable the project to be replicated in other cities in the State of Pará, where domestic child labour is common.

During 2003, the experiences from these initiatives will be documented for national dissemination at child labour and child rights fora.


