YOUTH PARTICIPATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Youth Broadcasting Initiative – Somalia 2003

Somali youth are fast becoming leaders in society, using youth groups to give voice to the concerns of their generation.  More than 600 youth groups have been formed by young people in Somalia and, in many respects, these youth groups are the same as others around the world – there are places where young people get together to play sports, make music or just simply spend time with friends.  However, they are unique in their focus on community development.  Young people from these groups are promoting greater community awareness about Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), disarmament and HIV/AIDS in a society deeply seated in tradition, culture and religion.  The youth in Somalia are forging the way for a peaceful society in one of the most challenging environments that UNICEF works in around the world.   While elders remain the traditional voice of Somali leadership, young people are becoming increasingly vocal and, more importantly, are being listened to, more and more, on a local level. 

Providing youth groups with a means to express their work through media gives them a clearer, louder and more informed voice on issues which they are already tackling. 

The UNICEF-supported youth broadcasting initiative works with 20 youth groups around the country, providing much desired training in radio and video production.  The only condition of the training is that those who take part go on to produce programmes for their communities that focus on the key issues of concern to young people.  UNICEF is committed to giving these young people a means to express their concerns on issues that affect their lives as a group and as part of a wider community.  These issues range from access to basic health services, the threat of malaria, preserving and properly using the limited water resources available in communities, the importance of hygiene and sanitation, to the more controversial issues of FGM, HIV/AIDS and the risks of violence, exploitation and abuse and their impact on children. 

The youth broadcasting initiative is designed to empower young people as agents of change, and lead to productions that represent local people and provide for their information needs, keeping UNICEF at the level of a technical advisor on information and best use of available communication tools.  The youth groups have been introduced to a broad range of production requirements – from planning and interviewing to recording and editing.  The ongoing training and day-to-day management of productions will be done by the groups, with the support of producers from the local media.  UNICEF has been consulted in identification of topics for programmes that young people are interested in bringing to their communities.  The young people will decide who to interview from their community and UNICEF will provide advice to ensure that the programmes are not only objective, non-political and fair, but also contain the technically accurate information.

 
Once produced, the videos and radio programmes are broadcast and distributed according to a regular schedule.  At the same time, UNICEF, the youth groups and other agencies working in Somalia have access to the videos and radio programmes for use in community mobilization activities, as training tools, to launch local debates or as a form of entertainment. UNICEF support for the broadcast and distribution of programmes is designed to build an audience and demand for programmes and initiate local support for programmes.  Eventually, the projects are designed to become self-sustaining and fully managed by the young people and communities.

Somalia retains a strongly oral culture so the importance of mass media as a conduit of the spoken word by radio or video is fundamental.  Drama, debate and poetry remain important means of entertainment and a way to relay information, while radio and video/TV are increasingly becoming the means by which people engage with these traditional forms.
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