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PREFACE

The survey on disabled children in the mainstream schools was introduced to assess the
problems and constraints that beset both the disabled students and teachers in the learning and
physical environments of the schools. Thus, in this report, capacity issues, criteria for the
selection of teachers, drop-out rates, the coping strategies and the efficiency of the schools in
terms of providing the acquisition of basic life and learning skills for disabled children have
been assessed

We would like to thank the Netherlands Committee for UNICEF for providing the funds for
this study. Our sincere appreciation also goes to Dr. Tom Fryers, the external consultant, who
trained the supervisors and developed the simple tests for identifying the type and degree of
disability among children in mainstream schools. Particular thanks go to the Directors of
Central Statistics and Social Welfare Departments, Alieu Ndow and Michelle Mendy
respectively and to all members of the Task Force.

On behalf of the UNICEF Banjul team, my particular thanks and appreciation also go to Mr.
Youssouf Oomar who initiated all the process with the support of Cecilia Baldeh, Education
Project Officer. She has been instrumental in ensuring that the study is completed and the
report writing done on time. We also thank Thowai Zai, former WATSAN Project Officer and
Yuki Doi, former Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, who worked conscientiously with the
Task Force members both during the design and execution of the survey.

As baseline data, It is hoped that this report will serve as a good starting point for the
Department of State for Education (DOSE), NGOs, disabled organisations, UNICEF and other
interested members of civil society and development partners in the formulation of programmes
for the future integration of children with special educational needs.

Maria Teresa Hevia
UNICEF Representative
The Gambia

May 23, 2000
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This volume of the 1998 National disability survey, gives information on the type of
disability among children in mainstream schools, their coping strategies and issues of
normalisation. The data reveals that 25.7 per cent of the disabled children in the mainstream
schools are partially sighted. Children with significant speaking problems constitute 12.3 per
cent, significant mobility problems 8.9 per cent, hard of hearing 5.4 per cent and significant
manipulation and fits problems 3.7 per cent each.

2. In general there are no sets of criteria for admission of disabled children in
mainstream schools. Nationally, 89 per cent of the schools reported that there are no sets of
criteria for the admission of disabled children in the mainstream schools. Admission is mostly
based on the non-severity of the disability. However, 20 per cent of the schools emphasised a
prior assessment or recommendation by a specialised school or institution. About 40 per cent
of the schools reported that they do not admit blind and deaf children. The study also reveals
that, there is lack of special facilities and services for the disabled children in the mainstream
schools to enhance their educational environment.

3. There was virtually no socio-cultural or psychological barrier between disabled
children and their normal classmates in mainstream schools. There is a general acceptance of
persons with disabilities in Gambian schools. The behaviour of disabled children in class and
school is extremely high, as 93 per cent of the head teachers interviewed said disabled
children behaved well in both school and class. The head teachers rated disabled children's
behaviour towards normal children at 94.7 per cent. Likewise their co-operation during work
was also rated at 95.2 per cent. Teachers lack basic knowledge of how to operate technical
aid or equipment in case the disabled children need help. Nationally, the data show only 35.5
per cent of the teachers have the knowledge of how to operate the technical aids or
equipment.

4. It is worth mentioning that peer harassment and discrimination against disabled
children in mainstream schools is not serious. For example, 36.5 and 53.8 per cent of the
schools rated complaints of peer harassment and discrimination of disabled children as
"never" and "rarely" respectively. By contrast, only 3.8 per cent of the schools reported that
peer harassment and discrimination of disabled children do occur "frequently". About 6 per
cent of the schools did not answer the question.

5. Nationally, the repetition rate for the disabled children in the mainstream schools is
about 10 per cent. However, this repetition rate is high compared to the 4 per cent target
repetition rate in the current education policy. It is noted that about 45.6 per cent of the
school reported that the parents of the disabled children never visit the schools or classes to
discuss the progress of the disabled children, 41.4 per cent reported that parents occasionally
visit whilst only 10.9 per cent said parents regularly visit. About 2.1 per cent of the schools
did not answer the question. In general, disabled male children tend to be visited more on
either a regular or occasional basis by parents at the school/class than disabled female
children. About 84.2 per cent of the disabled children arrive to school on time. Only 15.5 per
cent of the disabled children usually arrive late.

6. Notwithstanding the lack of capacity for integrating disabled children in the
mainstream schools, about 71.2 per cent of the head teachers rated the current efforts of
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