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DREAM TEAMS RACE TO RAISE FUNDS FOR ETHIOPIAN 
ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN 

 
ADDIS ABABA, 29 November –379 Dream Team members who pledged to raise funds and 
lobby for Ethiopia’s orphans and vulnerable children through their participation in the 2005 
Toyota Great Ethiopian Run raised more than $18,000 in Sunday’s ‘Run For Their Dreams’ 
campaign, The Great Ethiopia Run’s first ever sponsorship campaign. 
 
‘Run For Their Dreams’ launched the fundraising phase of the Campaign for Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children, organized by the National Orphans and Vulnerable Children Task 
Force, an umbrella organization chaired by the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs that 
includes UNICEF, the HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Office (HAPCO), UNAIDS, USAID, 
Save the Children, among other NGOs and government departments. 
 
“Our dream is to see an Ethiopia fit for children,” said Bjorn Ljungqvist, UNICEF 
Representative in Ethiopia. “Our dream is to see an Ethiopia where all children go to school, 
an Ethiopia where all children can go to sleep well fed, an Ethiopia where all children are 
healthy, an Ethiopia where no children are infected by HIV, an Ethiopia where nobody is 
going to hit any children – where children can play, sing and run free.”   
 
There are an estimated 4.6 million orphans in Ethiopia, a population which continues to grow 
as a result of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Extended family networks, which traditionally absorbed 
orphans, are being strained to the point where they can no longer cope.  The tragic result is a 
burgeoning population of street children in urban centers and increasing numbers of child-
headed households. 
 
It costs 2,400 Birr (US$275) to provide one child with rent, food, clothes, hygiene and medical 
services for a year, or 2,940 Birr (US$337) if you include education.  
 
“We applaud the Dream Teams who seized the opportunity to contribute to the cause of 
orphans and vulnerable children by raising sponsorship through this race,” said Ljungqvist. 
“We must continue to kindle this spirit and action to ensure that our dreams for a better 
Ethiopia are realized.” 
 
Dream team members included private individuals and staff members from MOLSA, HAPCO, 
Ethiopian Airlines, USAID, Sheraton Addis, Toyota, World Vision, Pathfinder, Forum for 
Street Children, Population Services International (PSI); the Swedish Ambassador, the 
Norwegian Ambassador and staff from the Tanzanian, Israeli, South African, Turkish, 
Bulgarian and Venezuelan embassies; UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNDP, ECA, WFP, IOM and 
UNICEF. 



 
“This is my third year running but this time it is unique because we are doing it for a dream,” 
said Daniel Teodros, a Sheraton Addis employee and member of the Sheraton Addis Dream 
Team. “The dream is for children – the vulnerable children of Ethiopia, especially those 
affected by HIV.” 
 
Dream Team members were joined by 2000 members of youth anti-AIDS clubs from all 
regions of Ethiopia who had traveled to Addis Ababa for weekend of activities culminating in 
their participation in the UNICEF 10 K youth challenge.  
 
“Participating in sports is very important for young people, said Ferew Zenebe, 18-year-old 
winner of the UNICEF youth challenge in the 15-24 year male category. “Young people 
should stay away from unhealthy places and protect themselves from HIV/AIDS. By 
participating in sports they are taking care of themselves. Sports will help them succeed in 
whatever they do.  They will be healthy.  It will also be a great lesson for the rest of society 
and help to develop the field of sports in the country and help in transforming Ethiopia.”  
 
 ‘Run For Their Dreams’ follows on the heels of ‘Hear Their Dreams’, a national consultation 
with Ethiopia’s children, where young people across Ethiopia were invited to describe their 
dreams and ambitions through painting, prose and poetry culminating in the publication of a 
new campaigning book titled ‘We Have a Dream’. 
 
The third part of the campaign, “Fulfill their Dreams” aims to persuade Ethiopian politicians to 
raise national support and funding for orphans and vulnerable children.  Parliamentarians will 
be asked to increase budget support for vulnerable children through all state avenues, 
including the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.  Candidates in next year’s woreda elections 
will be asked to sign up to a list of commitments on children’s rights, based on the findings of 
the ‘We Have A Dream’ book. 
 
The Dream Campaign aims to establish a permanent Alliance For Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children, made up of government bodies, UN agencies, NGOs, religious organizations, civil 
society groups and interested members of the public. 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 

Maurice J. Apted, Communication Officer, Tel: (251-11) 551-51-55 or (251- 911) 121-33-
08, 

e-mail:  mapted@unicef.org 
Indrias Getachew, Asst. Communication Officer, Tel: (251-11) 551-51-55, (251-11) 544 43 

64, 
(251-91) 125-40-18, e-mail: igetachew@unicef.org 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


