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Research Objectives

1.Amount and type of coverage

2.Media depiction of children

3.Differences in coverage across news sections 

4.Nature of violation

5.Type of rights violation

6.Views and opinions of relevant professionals
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• Content Analysis

• In-depth Interview

Articles from three daily newspapers

analyzed in January, March, May, July,

September and November 2009.

Evening television news from three channels

analyzed in July, September and November 

2009, 10 days for each month.

Ten media professionals, government officials, 

NGOs staff and academicians. 

Methodology

[ Key Informants]
 พรรณี อมรวิพธุพนิช / กอเขต จันทเลิศลักษณ / ขวัญวงศ พิกุลทอง / กรรณิการ รัตนมณี / อรุณฉัตร คุรุวาณิชย / เข็มพร วิรุณราพันธ / วันเฉลิม สัตยศักด์ิสิทธิ์ / ทศสิริ พูลนวล / นพ.สุริยเดว ทรีปาตี / อิทธิพล ปรีติประสงค 
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Editorials, news articles, special reports; 
One-on-one interviews, news pictures and 

pictures in the news.

Glossary of terms

Violation of 

child rights

Depiction of children

Rights violation 

in the media

Type of newspaper 

coverage

Type of television

coverage

News, news talks, special reports, 
live interviews and others (news 
defined as the reporting of 
facts. News talk is not 
considered news by this 
definition).

How the media portray children, categorized as negative, neutral and 
positive.

Positive: approving, praising, supporting, and respecting children;
Neutral: objective reporting based on facts;
Negative: wrong-doers, setting inappropriate behaviours, deserving 

admonition.

Violation of the rights of any person 
under 18 years by the media, 
either intentionally or 
inadvertently.

Violations through the use of 
inappropriate language and/or 
description, and visual 
representation of children
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Concepts and theories
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Concept of child rights

Organizational management of the print and electronic 

media

Ethical reporting

Political economy theories

KAP

Agenda-setting












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Findings

1.Amount and type of coverage

2.Depiction of children
3.Differences in coverage across 
news sections
4.Nature of violation

5.Type of rights violation

6.Views and opinions of relevant 
professionals
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1. Amount and type of coverage
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Media Amount (news 

pieces)

Percentage

Newspapers 1,244 83.80

Television 241 16.20

Total 1,485 100.00

The amount and percentage of coverage of children
compared between newspapers and television
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1.Amount and type of coverage
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The amount and percentage of newspaper coverage of children by type of coverage

               

Newspapers        

Editorials

(%)

News articles

(%)

Special reports

(%)

One-on-one 

interview

(%)

News pictures

(%)

Total

(%)

Newspaper 1 1

(0.08)

125

(10.05)

12

(0.96)

6

(0.48)

76

(6.11)

220

(17.68)

Newspaper 2 1

(0.08)

112

(9.00)

61

(4.90)

2

(0.16)

90

(7.23)

266

(21.38)

Newspaper 3 3

(0.24)

340

(27.33)

176

(14.15)

9

(0.72)

230

(18.49)

758

(60.94)

Total 5

(0.40)

577

(46.38)

249

(20.02)

17

(1.37)

396

(37.83)

1,244

(100.00)

1 23 45
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The amount and percentage of television coverage of children by type of coverage
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1.Amount and type of coverage
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Television      

News/

Minor news

(%)

News 

talk

(%)

Special reports/

documentaries

(%)

Live interviews 

(%)

Total

(%)

Television 1 2

(0.83)

55

(22.82)

2

(0.83)

3

(1.24)

62

(25.73)

Television 2 54

(22.41)

16

(6.64)

33

(13.69)

0

(0.00)

103

(42.74)

Television 3 66

(27.39)

0

(0.00)

10

(4.15)

0

(0.00)

76

(31.54)

Total 122

(50.62)

71

(29.46)

45

(18.67)

3

(1.24)

241

(100.00)

2 3 41

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TV นำเสนอในรูปแบบข่าวใกล้เคียงกับรูปแบบอื่นๆ (เล่าข่าวจัดอยู่ในอื่นๆ เพราะข่าวคือการรายงานข้อเท็จจริงเท่านั้น) 
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The amount and percentage of news contents relating to children found in the media
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1.Amount and type of coverage
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Focus of content Amount %

Initiatives/constructive activities 16 1.08

Good behaviours/good citizenship 59 3.97

Prize-receiving/achievement 213 14.34

Protecting rights/demanding rights/preserving rights 37 2.49

Learning/ life experience/ development 355 23.91

Expressing opinions 20 1.35

Health 47 3.17

Children’s wrong-doings 171 11.52

Victims of abuse/non-domestic violence 48 3.23

Accident 220 14.81

Domestic violence 113 7.61

Disadvantaged children 45 3.03

Other 141 9.49

Total 1,485 100.00

1

2

3




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Findings

1.Amount and type of coverage

2. Media depiction of children

3.Differences in coverage across 
news sections

4.Nature of violation

5.Type of rights violation

6.Views and opinions of relevant 
professionals
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2. Media depiction of children
 อาจารย ดร.ธาตรี ใตฟาพูล และ อาจารยประไพพิศ มุทิตาเจริญ

Amount and percentage of depiction of children in the newspapers, by type of coverage

              Depiction                        

Coverage               

Negative

(%)

Neutral

(%)

Positive

(%)

Total

(%)

News articles/

descriptions

364

(30.68)

454

(37.90)

380

(31.72)

1,198

(100.00)

Pictures in the news 31

(11.61)

64

(23.97)

172

(64.42)

267

(100.00)

News pictures 78

(20.69)

166

(44.03)

133

(35.28)

377

(100.00)

Total 473

(25.68)

684

(37.13)

685

(37.19)

1,842

(100.00)

2 13
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Amount and percentage of depiction of children in television

Depiction Negative

(%)

Neutral

(%)

Positive

(%)

Total

(%)

Depiction of 

children in 

television

63

(26.14)

117

(48.55)

61

(25.31)

241

(100.00)

1 32

2.Media depiction of children
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Amount and percentage of depiction of children in newspapers by focus of content in the 

news stories and descriptions
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Focus of content/depiction Negative

Initiatives/constructive activities 0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)

Good behaviours 1 (0.08) 14 (1.17)

Prize-receiving/achievement

Protecting rights/demanding 

rights/preserving rights Learning/ life experience/ development

Expressing opinions

Health

Children’s wrong-doings

Victims of abuse/non-domestic violence

Accident

Domestic violence

Disadvantaged children

Other

Total

Neutral Positive Total

16 (1.34) 16 (1.34)

35 (2.92) 50 (4.17)

2 (0.17) 43 (3.59)

0 (0.00) 7 (0.58)

119 (9.93) 164 (13.69)

10 (0.83) 17 (1.42)

3 (0.25) 127 (10.60)

0 (0.00) 3 (0.25)

159 (13.27) 289 (24.12)

6 (0.50) 9 (0.75)

11 (0.92) 20 (1.67)

99 (8.26) 49 (4.09)

4 (0.33) 35 (2.92)

2 (0.17) 150 (12.52)

117 (9.77) 63 (5.26)

58 (4.84) 34 (2.84)

4 (0.33) 184 (15.36)

2 (0.17) 94 (7.85)

27 (2.25) 13 (1.09)

22 (1.84) 7 (0.58)

2 (0.17) 42 (3.51)

1 (0.08) 30 (2.50)

24 (2.00) 74 (6.18)

364 (30.38) 454 (37.90)

20 (1.67) 118 (9.85)

380 (31.72) 1,198 (100.00)

1
2

3

1 23

2.Media depiction of children






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Amount and percentage of depiction of children in newspapers by focus of content in the 

pictures in the news
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Focus/depiction Negative

Initiatives/constructive activities 0 (0.00) 3 (1.12)

Good behaviours 0 (0.00) 10 (3.75)

Prize-receiving/achievement

Protecting rights/demanding 

rights/preserving rights Learning/life experience/development

Expressing opinions

Health

Children’s wrong-doings

Victims of abuse/non-domestic violence

Accident

Domestic violence

Disadvantaged children

Other

Total

Neutral Positive Total

10 (3.75) 13 (4.87)

20 (7.49) 30 (11.24)

0 (0.00) 4 (1.50)

1 (0.37) 1 (0.37)

34 (12.73) 38 (14.23)

0 (0.00) 2 (0.75)

0 (0.00) 24 (8.99)

2 (0.75) 1 (0.37)

89 (33.33) 113 (42.32)

5 (1.87) 8 (3.00)

5 (1.87) 3 (1.12)

2 (0.75) 0 (0.00)

0 (0.00) 8 (3.00)

0 (0.00) 2 (0.75)

5 (1.87) 2 (0.75)

0 (0.00) 2 (0.75)

1 (0.37) 8 (3.00)

0 (0.00) 2 (0.75)

0 (0.00) 1 (0.37)

11 (4.12) 3 (1.12)

0 (0.00) 1 (0.37)

0 (0.00) 14 (5.24)

5 (1.87) 10 (3.75)

31 (11.61) 64 (23.97)

13 (4.87) 28 (10.49)

172 (64.42) 267 (100.00)

2

2

1

2 13

2.Media depiction of children











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Amount and percentage of depiction of children in newspapers by focus of content in the 

news pictures
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Focus of content/depiction Negative

Initiatives/constructive activities 0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)

Good behaviours 2 (0.53) 3 (0.80)

Prize-receiving/achievement

Protecting rights/demanding 

rights/preserving rightsLearning/life experience/development

Expressing opinions

Health

Children’s wrong-doings

Victims of abuse/non-domestic violence

Accident

Domestic violence

Disadvantaged children

other

Total

Neutral Positive Total

1 (0.27) 1 (0.27)

8 (2.12) 13 (3.45)

1 (0.27) 38 (10.08)

0 (0.00) 4 (1.06)

66 (17.51) 105 (27.85)

2 (0.53) 6 (1.59)

0 (0.00) 83 (22.02)

0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)

39 (10.34) 122 (32.36)

0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)

2 (0.53) 0 (0.00)

13 (3.45) 3 (0.80)

1 (0.27) 3 (0.80)

0 (0.00) 16 (4.24)

22 (5.84) 4 (1.06)

20 (5.31) 4 (1.06)

0 (0.00) 26 (6.90)

0 (0.00) 24 (6.37)

4 (1.06) 0 (0.00)

7 (1.86) 1 (0.27)

0 (0.00)  4 (1.06)

4 (1.06) 12 (3.18)

7 (1.86) 26 (6.90)

78 (20.69) 166 (44.03)

12 (3.18) 45 (11.94)

133 (35.28) 377 (100.00)

1 23

2.Media depiction of children









2

3
1
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Amount and percentage of depiction of children in television by focus of content
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Focus of content/depiction Negative

Initiatives/constructive activities 0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)

Good behaviours 1 (0.41) 0 (0.00)

Prize-receiving/achievement

Protecting rights/demanding 

rights/preserving rightsLearning/life experience/development

Expressing opinions

Health

Children’s wrong-doings

Victims of abuse/non-domestic violence

Accident

Domestic violence

Disadvantaged children

Other

Total

Neutral Positive Total

0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)

7 (2.90) 8 (3.32)

0 (0.00) 9 (3.73)

1 (0.41) 19 (7.88)

20 (8.30) 29 (12.03)

0 (0.00) 20 (8.30)

3 (1.24) 26 (10.79)

0 (0.00) 9 (3.73)

27 (11.20) 56 (23.24)

2 (0.83) 11 (4.56)

6 (2.49) 6 (2.49)

12 (4.98) 4 (1.66)

0 (0.00) 12 (4.98)

0 (0.00) 16 (6.64)

13 (5.39) 21 (8.71)

9 (3.73) 5 (2.07)

0 (0.00) 34 (14.11)

0 (0.00) 14 (5.81)

5 (2.07) 1 (0.41)

10 (4.15) 1 (0.41)

0 (0.00)  6 (2.49)

3 (1.24) 14 (5.81)

3 (1.24) 16 (6.64)

63 (26.14) 117 (48.55)

2 (0.83) 21 (8.71)

61 (25.31) 241 (100.00)

1 32

1
2

3

2.Media depiction of children






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Findings

1.Amount and type of coverage

2.Media depiction of children

3.Differences in coverage across news sections

4.Nature of violation

5.Type of rights violation

6.Views and opinions of relevant professionals
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Amount and percentage of coverage of children in the media and rights 

violations

19

 อาจารย ดร.ธาตรี ใตฟาพูล และ อาจารยประไพพิศ มุทิตาเจริญ

Media / Violation Violated

Newspaper 1 87 (39.55) 133 (60.45)

Newspaper 2 81 (30.45) 185 (69.55)

Not violated Total

220 (100.00)

266 (100.00)

Newspaper 3 285 (37.60) 473 (62.40)

Television 1 20 (32.26) 42 (67.74)

758 (100.00)

62 (100.00)

Television 2 34 (33.01) 69 (66.99)

Television 3 27 (35.53) 49 (64.47)

103 (100.00)

76 (100.00)

Total 534 (35.96) 951 (64.04) 1,485 (100.00)

4.Nature of violation
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Amount and percentage of the type of coverage of children in the newspapers

and rights violations
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Type of coverage/violation Violated

Editorials 2 (40.00) 3 (60.00)

News articles 288 (49.91) 289 (50.09)

Not violated Total

5 (100.00)

577(100.00)

Special reports 55 (22.09) 194 (77.91)

One-on-one interviews 1 (5.88) 16 (94.12)

249 (100.00)

17 (100.00)

News pictures 107 (27.02) 286 (72.89)

Total 453 (36.41) 791 (63.59)

396 (100.00)

1,244 (100.00)

1

2



4.Nature of violation
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rights violations
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Violated

News/minor news 35 (28.69) 87 (71.31)

News Talks 27 (38.02) 44 (61.98)

Not violated Total

122 (100.00)

71(100.00)

Documentaries/special report 17 (37.77) 28 (62.23)

Live interviews 2 (66.66) 1 (33.33)

45 (100.00)

3 (100.00)

Total 81 (33.61) 160 (66.39) 241 (100.00)

Type of coverage/violation



2

1

4.Nature of violation
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Amount and percentage of violation divided by news section
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Section/violation Violated

Front-page/ Highlight/news lead 175 (61.19) 111 (38.81)

Minor news / News in brief 120 (59.11) 83 (40.89)

Education/ religion

Children/ women and children

Special report

Entertainment/ art and culture

Sports

International affairs

Public health

Society

Crime

Regional news

Politics

Economy

Not violated Total

286 (100.00)

203 (100.00)

8 (10.39) 69 (89.61)

15 (12.82) 102 (87.18)

77 (100.00)

117 (100.00)

42 (30.66) 95 (69.34)

8 (16.67) 40 (83.33)

137 (100.00)

48 (100.00)

14 (5.24) 253 (94.76)

39 (44.83) 48 (55.17)

267 (100.00)

87 (100.00)

7 (43.75) 9 (56.25)

6 (15.79) 32 (84.21)

16 (100.00)

38 (100.00)

68 (69.39) 30 (30.61)

18 (42.86) 24 (57.14)

98 (100.00)

42 (100.00)

5 (13.16) 33 (86.84)

5 (62.50) 3 (37.50)

38 (100.00)

8 (100.00)

3.Differences across sections

1

2

3
4


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Findings

1.Amount and type of coverage

2.Media depiction of children

3.Differences in coverage across 
news sections
4.Nature of violation

5.Type of rights violation

6.Views and opinions of relevant 
professionals
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Amount and percentage of coverage of children in the media and rights 

violations
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Media / Violation Violated

Newspaper 1 87 (39.55) 133 (60.45)

Newspaper 2 81 (30.45) 185 (69.55)

Not violated Total

220 (100.00)

266 (100.00)

Newspaper 3 285 (37.60) 473 (62.40)

Television 1 20 (32.26) 42 (67.74)

758 (100.00)

62 (100.00)

Television 2 34 (33.01) 69 (66.99)

Television 3 27 (35.53) 49 (64.47)

103 (100.00)

76 (100.00)

Total 534 (35.96) 951 (64.04) 1,485 (100.00)

4.Nature of violation
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Type of coverage/violation Violated

Editorials 2 (40.00) 3 (60.00)

News articles 288 (49.91) 289 (50.09)

Not violated Total

5 (100.00)

577(100.00)

Special reports 55 (22.09) 194 (77.91)

One-on-one interviews 1 (5.88) 16 (94.12)

249 (100.00)

17 (100.00)

News pictures 107 (27.02) 286 (72.89)

Total 453 (36.41) 791 (63.59)

396 (100.00)

1,244 (100.00)

1

2



4.Nature of violation
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Proportion of type of television coverage of children and rights violation
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Violated

News/ minor news 35 (28.69) 87 (71.31)

News Talk 27 (38.02) 44 (61.98)

Not violated Total

122 (100.00)

71(100.00)

Documentaries 17 (37.77) 28 (62.23)

Live-interview 2 (66.66) 1 (33.33)

45 (100.00)

3 (100.00)

Total 81 (33.61) 160 (66.39) 241 (100.00)

Type of coverage/violation



2

1

4.Nature of violation
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Amount and percentage of rights violation by focus of content
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Focus/violation Violated

0 (0.00) 16 (100.00)

6 (10.17) 53 (89.83)

Not violated Total

16 (100.00)

59 (100.00)

24 (6.76) 331 (93.24)

5 (25.00) 15 (75.00)

355 (100.00)

20 (100.00)

18 (38.30) 29 (61.70)

112 (65.50) 59 (34.50)

47 (100.00)

171 (100.00)

153 (69.55) 67 (30.45)

91 (80.53) 22 (19.47)

220 (100.00)

113 (100.00)

36 (75.00) 12 (25.00)

35 (77.78) 10 (22.22)

48 (100.00)

45 (100.00)

47 (33.33) 94 (66.67)

534 (35.96) 951 (64.04)

141 (100.00)

1,485 (100.00)

4 (1.88) 209 (98.12)

3 (8.11) 34 (91.89)

213 (100.00)

37 (100.00)

4.Nature of violation

Initiatives/constructive activities

Good behaviour

Prize-receiving/achievement

Protecting rights/demanding rights

Learning/ life experience/ development

Expressing opinion

Health

Wrong-doing

Victims of abuse/ non-domestic violence

Accident

Domestic violence

Disadvantaged children

Other

Total



1

2
3
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4.Nature of violation

5.Type of rights violation
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Type of rights 

violation in 

newspaper and 

television

Inappropriate language/ 

description

Inappropriate visual 

depictions

Disclosing the child’s 

name A

Disclosing the name of school B

Disclosing the child’s address C

Disclosing the names of 

parents/relatives D

Sensational language E

Demeaning the child’s dignity F

Commercializing children G

Sexualizing children H

Violation of privacy I

Unfriendly/deceptive inquiry J

5.Type of violation

A Visually identifying the child 

B Revealing places relating to the child

C Revealing visual material/document 

relating to the child

D Visually identifying parents/relatives of 

the child

E Using sensational images 

F Using demeaning images 

G Using images for commercial purpose 

H Using images for sexual purpose 

I Violation of privacy 

J Using stock photographs 

K Deceptive/unfriendly pictures

L Pictures featuring children without 

trusted adults.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ภาษา/ข้อความ
A = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการเปิดเผยชื่อ
B = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการเปิดเผยสถานศึกษา
C = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการเปิดเผยที่อยู่
D = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการเปิดเผยชื่อญาติหรือผู้ปกครอง
E = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการเร้าอารมณ์ให้สะเทือนใจและสร้างความรู้สึกหวาดเสียวแก่ผู้อ่าน/ผู้ชม
F = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการดูหมิ่นเหยียดหยาม ทำให้ด้อยค่า ด้อยศักดิ์ศรีความเป็นมนุษย์
G = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการใช้เด็กเพื่อการพาณิชย์
H = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการใช้เด็กเพื่อสื่อทางเพศ กามารมณ์ ยั่วยวน ยั่วยุทางเพศ
I = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้านการละเมิดความเป็นส่วนตัว
J = การละเมิดด้านภาษาและ/หรือข้อความด้วยการสัมภาษณ์ที่ใช้วิธีซักถามอย่างไม่เป็นมิตร กดดัน หลอกลวง ข่มขู่ ไม่ตรงไปตรงมา

ภาพ
A = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการเปิดเผยภาพเด็ก
B = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยเปิดเผยภาพสถานที่ที่เกี่ยวข้องกับเด็ก
C = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการเปิดเผยภาพเอกสารที่เกี่ยวข้องกับเด็ก
D = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการเปิดเผยภาพญาติ หรือผู้ปกครองของเด็ก
E = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการเร้าอารมณ์โดยสร้างความสะเทือนใจ และสร้างความรู้สึกหวาดเสียวแก่ผู้อ่าน/ผู้ชม
F = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการดูหมิ่นเหยียดหยาม ทำให้ด้อยค่า ด้อยศักดิ์ศรีความเป็นมนุษย์
G = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการใช้เด็กเพื่อการพาณิชย์
H = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการใช้เด็กเพื่อสื่อทางเพศ กามารมณ์ ยั่วยวน ยั่วยุทางเพศ
I = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการละเมิดความเป็นส่วนตัว
J = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการให้ข้อมูลที่คลาดเคลื่อนจากความเป็นจริง (การใช้ภาพสต็อก)
K = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการสัมภาษณ์ที่ใช้วิธีซักถามอย่างไม่เป็นมิตร กดดัน หลอกลวง ข่มขู่ ไม่ตรงไปตรงมา
L = การละเมิดด้านภาพด้วยการไม่มีผู้ใหญ่ที่เด็กไว้ใจอยู่ด้วย
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Newspaper

2. Emotional violation (mainly through sensational 

and demeaning reporting)

1. Disclosing identity is the most frequently found form 

of violation (disclosing names)

5.Type of violation
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2. Disclosing identity (disclosing names of relatives 

or parents – highest result)

1. Disclosing identity and emotional violation are 

the most frequently found forms of violation.

5.Type of violation

Television

3. Emotional violation (sensational reporting to 

arouse pity/sadness- highest result)
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65.09%

33.43%

Overall – Disclosing children’s identities was found more frequently than emotional 

violations. 
Disclosing 

identity

Other

Emotional 

violations

• mainly by disclosing

children’s names

• sensational reporting to arouse pity/sadness

Overall violations

5.Type of violation

• The highest number of violations was found in reports relating to child abuse

(disclosing the children’s names)

• Reports about accident (disclosing the children’s names)

• Reports about children’s wrong-doing (demeaning the dignity of children)

• No violation found in reports about initiatives/constructive activities and opinions 

Use of inappropriate

language

1.48%
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5.Type of violation

 Inappropriate language (disclosing identity of the child)
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5.Type of violation

Using inappropriate and/or provocative languages
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5.Type of violation

Disclosing the child’s identity and emotional violation
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6.Views and opinions of professionals

There has been an increase in child rights awareness but not enough in-depth 

understanding of the issue.

Measures to address child rights’ issues remain incomprehensive, ineffective and 

unsustainable.

Not enough effort has been made to disseminate knowledge on child rights to 

children, particularly to disadvantaged children and children with special needs.

Positive reporting of children’s issues remains limited. More creative coverage of 

children’s issues should be considered, including exploring solutions to the problems.

Media reporting of children’s issues still tend to violate children’s privacy and tend to 

make negative generalization or stereotype them. 

Despite having an increased awareness on child rights, violations remain widespread 

in the media, particularly emotional violations. 
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Discussion of findings
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Discussion of findings
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Research question 1 : What is the amount of coverage and type of coverage of children in 

the media?

The amount of coverage of children’s issues depends on the policies of different 

media organizations.

It is noted that sometimes a popular newspaper has higher coverage of children’s 

issues, compared to a quality newspaper. 

Coverage of children’s issues tends to be passive rather than active in nature.
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Discussion of findings
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Research question 1 : What is the amount of coverage and type of coverage of children in 

the media?

Editorials in the newspapers rarely cover the issues of children, indicating that 

newspapers tend to pay more attention to other issues. 

Newspapers pay more attention to children’s issues, compared to television, judging 

from the coverage of children’s issues that is found mainly in the front-pages, while the 

highest coverage of children in the television is found in sports news. 

The media coverage of children is found to be more creative than negative in nature, 

contrary to the popular perception that the media focus on negative news.  
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Discussion of findings
 

Research question 2 : How do the media portray children?

Children are depicted mainly in neutral and positive lights, indicating that the media 

have become more aware of child rights and the civil society has become stronger in 

scrutinizing the media’s conduct. 

Negative depiction of children in the newspapers is found highest on the front-pages, 

which are the most read section of the newspapers. By nature, people tend to 

remember negative stories more than positive stories. 

It was noted that the popular newspapers have higher tendency to depict children 

negatively than the quality newspapers. While the commercial television channels 

depict children less positively than the state-owned channels.
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Discussion of findings
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Research question 3 : Does the coverage of children in the front-page 

section differ to other sections?

Coverage of children in the front-page section and other sections is similar in 

that children are depicted mainly in neutral and positive lights.

Exception is found in the crime section, in which children are depicted

mostly negatively. The reason could be because of the negative nature of the 

stories. 
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Discussion of findings
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Research question 4 : How do the media violate child rights?

It was found that in both the newspapers and television, identity disclosure is a more 

commonly found form of violations than emotional violations.

It was found that the type of newspapers had no correlation with child rights violations. 

However, the popular newspapers have a wider audience, therefore can create more 

impact. Ownership of television channels also had no correlation with rights violations, 

even though the state-owned television should set a good example for others. 

Despite having slightly less proportion of rights violations than the newspapers (33.61 / 

36.41), the television can create greater impact, due to its wider reach of audience. 
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Research question 4 : How do the media violate child rights?

Factors that may lead to violations of child rights:

The focus on sensational news for commercial pursuit; 

The basic “5 W’s and 1 H” style of news reporting;

The tendency to portray children as victims;

The social norms which regard children as inferior beings;

Different media organizations have different policies and guidelines; and

The lack of awareness and understanding of child rights and ethical standards in the 

reporting of children’s issues.
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Research question 5 : Are there any differences in the type of coverage of 

children?

Contents relating to children in both the newspapers and television are found 

to be mainly in the form of news stories. Therefore, both the newspapers and 

television should pay more attention to news reporting as it was found that 

the highest number of violations occurred in the news.
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Media executives should establish clear guidelines of conduct in reporting children’s 

issues;

State-owned television channels should set a good example in promoting the respect for 

child rights;

Media executives should place a great importance on providing appropriate training for 

media practitioners on child rights and ethical reporting children’s issues;

There should be regular meetings or seminars amongst media organizations to discuss 

ethical reporting of children’s issues








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Media organizations, civil society and the government should cooperate with each other 

in establishing ethical standards relating to child rights.

Children should be given opportunities to participate in the production of media. 

Training on child psychology should be provided to media professionals

Child rights training and ethical reporting should be incorporated into the curriculum of 

media studies. 

There should be a regular monitoring of the media’s conduct and more research to 

evaluate the quality of their practices. 










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