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Key Regional Facts on Emergencies 
 

• According to UNHCR, 9,671,800 people in the world are refugees and of those 508,111 people are 
refugees in countries within East Asia and the Pacific Region. Almost 60 per cent of these refugees are 
hosted in China. Thailand accomdates about 23 per cent, while Australia and Viet Nam host 11 and 3 
per cent respectively.   

 
• These figures, however do not include displaced people, many whom are not registered and reflected in 

these statistics. For example, UNHCR estimates that 20,000 undocumented foriegners are residing in 
refugee-like circumstances in Malaysia.  

 
• Many refugees are children.  The proportion of children under five years of age is between 6 and 12 per 

cent of the entire refugee population, whereas that of children under 18 varies between 30 and 53 per 
cent.  Almost half of the refugees in Papua New Guinea and Thailand are children and between 47 and 
49 per cent of these children are girls. 

 
• People are at risk of being internally displaced by natural disasters (typhoons, floods, tsunamis and 

earthquakes), conflict and large development projects. 
 

• Although the global number of internally displaced persons is increasing and is estimated to be 24.6 
million, this region has witnessed a decrease by almost half between 2003 and 2004, largely as a 
consequence of the efforts that governments have made to improve security and stability through 
mechanisms such as cease-fire agreements or peacekeeping. 

 
• The use of children as combatants by government armed forces and other armed groups still occurs in 

the region, in particular in Myanmar, Indonesia and the Philippines.  Progress has been slow on the 
ratification on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.  Three state 
parties – Cambodia, Mongolia and Timor-Leste – ratifed or acceeded to the Protocal in 2004 and the 
Philippines ratifed the protocal in December 2003. 

 
• The East Asia region has been the most affected region in the world by natural disasters.  In 2004, the 

region suffered 26 per cent of all disasters, 78 per cent of fatalities and 45 per cent of the total affected 
people. Out of the 348 global natural disasters, 92 were in East Asia, of the 320,000 globally killed, 
250,000 were in East Asia and of the 139 million people affected, 63 million people were in East Asia. 

 
• East China has suffered the highest number of diasters, in terms of frequency – usually tyrphoons. 

Overall floods cause the most significant impact on China, followed by doughts and earthquakes.South 
East Asia (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Viet Nam and Malaysia) is most generally affected by floods in the 
rainy seaons, landslides caused by rainfall, and drought in the dry season. The costal countries 
(Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam, DPR Korea and Republic of Korea) and almost all islands suffer from 
typhoons and cyclones that are very destructive.The countries located near the Pacfic Rim of Fire 
(Phillippines, Japan, and Papua New Guinea) are also prone to earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic 
eruptions.  Inland in Mongolia, major disasters are due to dzud, (harsh winter conditions, snowfalls and 
sandstorms.) 




