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questions / ANSWERS 

Day of the African Child, 16 June – Côte d’Ivoire

- CHILD TRAFFICKING - 

1. What exactly is child trafficking?

Child trafficking is defined as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, lodging or reception of children within or outside their country with the purpose of exploiting them, regardless of the means employed.

2. Which age group does this concern?

Anyone, child or adult, can become a trafficking victim. However, child trafficking is concerns only children, thus, individuals under 18 years old.
3. How do dealers “recruit” these children and what are their intentions?

The dealers intend to benefit from exploiting these children sexually or economically. Generally, they recruit them with false promises – of schooling, proper work, life in nice towns, and trips to Europe – made either to their families or to the children themselves. These children are used to work as household servants, prostitutes, agricultural labourers or in the informal sector.

4. How many children are estimated to be affected by this phenomenon?

Every year, millions of children become victims of trafficking. While we still do not have national statistics for the overall child trafficking situation in Côte d’Ivoire, a number of indicators do provide an idea of its scope. According to a 2005 study published by ILO, in Abidjan alone 2100 children were being exploited in the informal sector in activities other than household tasks. 

Unfortunately, very few children are intercepted, making it impossible to estimate the true volume of trafficking. Between December 2006 and June 2007, only 100 children received assistance fromUNICEF and its partners: the Ministry of Family and Social Affairs, IOM, GTZ and BICE.
5. What is the difference between child trafficking and helping with household tasks?

Household tasks are a form of participation of children in the upkeep of the household. They are always performed in a family environment and do not have the purpose of exploiting children. Trafficking has the purpose of putting the child in a labour situation from which a third party will make a profit. A victim of trafficking is made to perform tasks which nature or the conditions under which they are performed threaten the child’s health and development.

6. At what age does a child officially have the right to work and learn a trade?

In Côte d’Ivoire, the legal minimum age for a child to be employed is 14. However, minors (those under 18) are not permitted to perform certain types of work, such as hazardous occupations and night work.

7. Where do trafficked children come from and why do their parents allow it?

Generally, these children come from the Central, North and North-West regions of Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and other countries of the sub-region. Parents usually agree to the arrangement because they are poor and are led to believe that they are acting for the well-being of the child. They are not informed of the real situation which awaits the child.

8. How and where can I report cases of child trafficking? 

Cases of child trafficking should be reported in Côte d’Ivoire to the Comité national de lutte contre la traite et l’exploitation des enfants (National Committee for the Fight Against Child Trafficking and Exploitation), to the district committees (Aboisso, Soubré, Oumé, Daoukro, Abengourou etc.), to UNICEF and to local NGOs with child-focused programmes. 

9.
What is the legal punishment for dealers and others involved in child trafficking? 

5 to 10 years of imprisonment.

10.   What does UNICEF do? 


UNICEF assistance focuses on the following areas of intervention:

· Promotion of change in attitudes and behaviour in favour of child protection

· Implementation of an adequate legal framework for the fight against child trafficking by strengthening the legal tools 

· Response to the needs of children victims of trafficking through the development of protective, assistance and family reinsertion measures.

· Lastly, UNICEF will contribute to strengthening education as the main strategic axis in the fight against child trafficking and will pursue its advocacy activities towards government authorities in order for child trafficking to become a priority issue.

11.   What do we celebrate on 16 June?

We celebrate all the children in Africa and their rights. It is the official Day of the African Child.

12. Why 16 June? 

The Day of the African Child has been organized every year since 16 June 1991. The date of 16 June is commemorated for the hundreds of children massacred in Shaperville by apartheid forces during a march for their rights in Soweto, South Africa, on 16 June 1976.

***
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