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International Day against Child Labour
12 June 2007

According to the law, a child is considered to be a “child labourer or child worker” when aged from 5 to 11 and working at least one paid hour or spending 28 hours per week at household tasks; or when aged between 12 to 14 and working at least 14 paid hours or spending 28 hours per week at household tasks.

Child labour is a reality which affects a variety of activities. Worldwide, 70% of children in a labour situation work in agriculture. Agriculture is one of the three most dangerous sectors, along with mining and construction, in which to work.  The factors which encourage child labour in plantations are poverty, lack of education, cultural background, family traditions and the fact that child labour is cheap.

The scope of work performed by children is difficult to quantify and evaluate, as they frequently assist their parents on the family plantation.

More than 132 million girls and boys under 15 work on farms and plantations, handling machinery and spraying pesticides, thus undergoing enormous risks for their safety and health.

Child labour in the agricultural sector is a global phenomenon which affects both developing and industrialized countries.

In Africa, between 56 and 72 million children are estimated to be working in this sector. The numbers vary from country to country, but it is estimated that at least 90% of economically active children in rural areas in developing countries work in agriculture. Girls, in agriculture, form a significant part of the workforce.  Girls are particularly disadvantaged as they not only work on farms but also frequently help out with domestic duties, often performing household chores either before or after working in the fields. 
1. 
This is not to say that all work performed by children in agriculture is harmful. To the contrary, Work that is age appropriate and that does not interfere with schooling and leisure time can be a normal part of growing up in rural communities.

- A study by the Sustainable Tree Crops Program, International Institute of Tropical Agriculture on child labour on 1,500 cocoa farms in Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Nigeria estimated that 146,000 children under 15 were clearing fields on these farms using machetes, and 153,000 children were involved in the application of pesticides without protective equipment.  
A report by Save the Children Canada on labour conditions on cocoa farms in Côte d'Ivoire indicated that, in some cases, “Children under the age of 14 have worked for three to five years for 10-12 hours a day and had not been paid a wage. 
Some children also being reported being beaten and denied food because their work output did not meet the farmer's expectations. Thus they are deprived of appropriate education and health care which is violation of their basic rights. Keeping children at work for long hours on a plantation deprives them from an education or vocational training which could help to lift them out of the vicious cycle of poverty.


Nevertheless, there has been some progress. According to recent statistics provided by the International Labour Organization (ILO), the global number of child labourers fell from 246 million in 2000 to 218 million in 2004, a decrease of 11 %.


Safe, accessible and high-quality education is the best way to encourage families to send their children to school and to prevent children from engaging in the worst forms of labour.
UNICEF advocates and supports the creation of a protective environment for children from violence, exploitation and abuse as an integral component of protecting their rights to survival, growth and development.  

In Côte d’Ivoire, together with the directorate for social protection, UNICEF is developing an advocacy strategy for the adoption of the drafted law prohibiting child trafficking and the involvement of children in dangerous labour.

Together with the Ministry of Labour and Public Services, UNICEF also contributes to reinforcing technical capacities of 20 labour inspectors dealing with disputes involving child workers.
About UNICEF 
UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.

For more ample information: 

Alexandra Westerbeek, Chief Communication, UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire.  

05572178 / 2121 1812 awesterbeek@unicef.org
Chrystel Trazié-Menan, Communication Assistant, UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire.

06251581/ 21218214 ctrazie@unicef.org
Comments

In Côte d’Ivoire, 35% of children aged from 5 to 14 are considered to be child labour workers. Among child workers, 31% work for a family business, 5% execute household tasks, while 3% perform unpaid work outside their household environment. Only 2% of all children receive a form of remuneration for work performed outside their household environment.

Boys represent a larger proportion than girls (36% against 34%) in the category of 28 hours plus of domestic work per week, on the other hand, girls outweigh boys (7% against 3%). Results also reveal that child workers are more frequently found in rural than in urban areas (respectively 45% against 20%).

An analysis based on the age evidences the child labour precociousness. Globally, at the time of the survey, 36% of children aged from 5 to 11 had been working, compared to 32% for the 12 to 14 age group. The majority of children aged from 5 to 14 had been working in family-based businesses (31%).

The mother’s educational status and the household’s economic level have an important influence on the prevalence of child labour. The number of child workers is inversely proportionate to the mother’s level of education (19% for those with secondary school education or better, compared to 39% for those without formal education) and to the household’s economic status (14% for the more affluent, compared to 52% for the lowest income level).

With regard to working school children, the proportion of boys is higher than girls (54% against 41%). This activity is more prevalent in urban areas (56%) such as Abidjan (57%) than in rural areas (46%).

Regional breakdown of numbers for working school children shows significant disparity.

The highest prevalence of working school children is to be found in the North-East (52%) and the West (50%), while the lowest numbers are seen in the Central-Western zone (24%).
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