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Ministère de la Santé 

et de la Population


The Government of Japan Gives 1.7 million USD for the Prevention of Infectious Diseases in the Republic of Congo
Partnership between UNICEF and Ministry of Health and Population will tackle infectious diseases amongst children
BRAZZAVILLE, 27 January, 2010 - In view to accelerate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals 4, 5 and 6, the Government of Japan signed a new agreement with UNICEF today, making available 1.7 million USD to tackle infectious diseases amongst children. 
These funds will support Congo’s National Plan for the Development of the Health Sector and the Roadmap for the Reduction of Maternal, Neonatal and Infant Mortality. The contribution will be used to fund a number of life-saving health activities in six departments of Congo, (Likouala, Sangha, Plateaux, Pool Brazzaville, and Pointe Noire, including:
· Provision of vaccines and other immunization supplies for routine immunization during regular immunization activities, as well as campaigns;
· Provision of primary health centre kits, malaria diagnosis and testing equipment, and drugs; 

· Training of health workers and local vaccinators; and
· Promotion of key household behaviors to women through the national ‘Life-Savers’ initiative
Announcing the contribution, His Excellency Mr. Motoi KATO, Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of Congo reiterated the commitment of his country to support fighting infectious diseases in Congo.

“The Government of Japan considers that a sustainable development of a country relies on the fundamental bases, such as Human Security and Welfare of its population. That is why improving quality of and access to basic health services is one of the priority areas for Japan’s assistance to the Republic of Congo. Infectious disease prevention for children is Japan’s major contribution to the health sector in the Republic of Congo, and the Government of Japan has been supporting this program since 2003 and will extensively support the continued efforts by the Government of Congo and UNICEF in preventing infectious diseases of children within the framework of the commitment of the Government of Japan made at the TICAD IV organized in 2008 in Yokohama to continue the cooperation with Africa for its development,” Ambassador KATO said.

Since 2005, the government of Japan has continuously support the efforts of the Government of Congo, and UNICEF to tackle infectious diseases amongst children. The support from the Government of Japan, through UNICEF, greatly contributed to improve access to essential commodities for the prevention and treatment of malaria. The effective coverage of Long Lasting Impregnated Nets (LLINs) for children under five at the national level increased significantly from 5.0% in 2005 to 74.4% in 2008. This achievement was possible mainly through a national distribution campaign of free LLINs for children aged 6-59 months, together with an integrated measles mass immunization campaign, vitamin A supplementation and de-worming, conducted in 2007.
Following the success of the campaign, the Ministry of Health agreed to hold Mother and Child Health Weeks (MCHW) twice a year. In the third quarter of 2008, the first Mother and Child Week has been launched. Thanks to the support from the Goverment of Japan, UNICEF contributed to 65% of the cost of the first MCHW, with the Government of Congo financing 30% and other partners the rest. In addition, UNICEF provided strategic supplies of Artemisinin Combination Therapy (ACT) for malaria treatment and Sulfadoxine Pirymitamine (SP) for Intermittent  Presumptive Treatment (IPT) for pregnant women during routine follow-up. 

“The contribution of the Government of Japan is another substantial demonstration of the  commitment of Japanese citizens to help eradicate preventable diseases in Africa and particularly in Congo, and to give children the best chance of a healthy start to life,” said Marianne FLACH, UNICEF Representative in Congo. “However, to reach the Millennium Development Goal targets, continued efforts to improve child survival and development are required,” she ended. 

Adequate use of essential commodities and demand for health services cannot be effective without adopting key practices based on life saving behaviors at household level. These high impact behaviors consist in simple, low costs and feasible interventions at the household and community level. To promote these life saving behaviors, UNICEF and the government launched in 2008 a partnership with religious congregations to implement a countrywide “Life Savers” communication strategy. This partnership will reach effectively over 125,000 women by the end of 2010.
These newly received funds will continue to contribute to the efforts of the Government, UNICEF and other partners implementing Congo’s national health plan, and help reduce mortality rate of children due to Malaria and Diarrhea by an estimated 30% or around 7,000 to 8,000 more children lives saved per year. In addition, it will also help 144,000 pregnant women benefit of antenatal care, malaria prevention, treatment, and knowledge of key behavioral practices to save the lives of their children.

The new contribution from Japan was officially marked at a special ceremony hosted at the UNICEF Office in Brazzaville on Wednesday 27 January, 2010. The event was presided by the Minister of Health, Professor Georges MOYEN, with the participation the Japanese Ambassador for Congo, His Excellency Motoi KATO, and UNICEF Representative, Marianne FLACH. 

###
About UNICEF 

UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
For further information, please contact:
Hector CALDERON, Communication Officer, UNICEF- Republic of Congo
Mobile + 242 613 22 65 hcaldereon@unicef.org









 PRESS RELEASE 








