Indigenous populations finally protected by law in Congo 
BRAZZAVILLE, 30 December, 2010 – «Starting today, Congolese children belonging to indigenous populations – until now the most vulnerable amongst the vulnerable – will see their chances to access health, education and protection, improved and protected by the law” said Marianne Flach, UNICEF Country Representative, in Congo, “this law is unique in the region and sets an example for all other countries having indigenous populations similar to the ones in Congo. This is a great step forward for the country, a hit in Congolese history.”

The Senate adopted the law protecting and promoting the rights of indigenous populations after the National Assembly ratified it and as a response to the recommendations made by the International Committee on the Rights of the Child and as way to consolidate of Congo’s engagement to the Convention on the Rights of the Child ratified in 1993.
“This law is the beginning of a long road to ensure that discrimination and exploitation of our indigenous brothers and sisters finally end. It is also the opportunity for them to gain equitable access to basic social services so they can attain a dignified way of living, always respecting their cultures and traditions” underlined the Minister of Justice and Human Rights Mr Aimé-Emmanuel Yoka.
The issuing of this law was a priority, in front of the dramatic indicators illustrating the extreme vulnerability of the indigenous populations a vast majority of which lives under the poverty line, whose 50% of children have no birth certificate, where one out five children dies before reaching the age of five – in spite of the still high Congolese child mortality rate of one out of eight, where 40% of children suffer chronically undernourished and where three quarters of youth lack every kind of schooling. This situation is inhuman and unacceptable.
Aware of the need to concentrate efforts on the most vulnerable children in order to quicker attain Millennium Development Goals, UNICEF ensured the leadership to shed light on the issue of the marginality in which indigenous populations live and in particular proactively advocated for this law to be issued.

This effort would not have met results without the concerted undertaking of all partners, for whom this law represents a fair price, such as the Government, the Parliament, civil society organizations, in particular the Congolese Observatory of Human Rights (OCDH), the National Network of Indigenous Populations of Congo (RENAPAC) as well as the UN Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa, not to forget the whole of the UN system, the European Union and development partners.
The next step is the promulgation of the law by the President. “This is the beginning of a long road leading to diffusion and application of the law by the authorities” points out Mrs Flach, “this is the only way to ensure this law becomes a reality for the most vulnerable in the Congo”.
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