
 

UNICEF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS FOR 2012 (in US dollars) 

 141,989,000 Nutrition
 25,942,000 Health
 21,436,000 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
 12,475,000 Child Protection
 20,392,000 Education
 60,381,000 Cash programme
 4,785,000 Shelter
 1,734,000 Cluster coordination

 $289,134,000 TOTAL
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HUMANITARIAN  
FUNDING AT WORK:  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2011
As of end October 2011, UNICEF 
had received US$247,402,422, 
representing 86 per cent of 
the requested amount of 
US$287,438,693 for its oper ations 
in 2011. This funding enabled 
UNICEF to treat more than 
111,000 severely malnourished 
children (out of a planned goal of 
155,000), as well as reach more 
than 85,000 households (against 
a goal of 200,000) with monthly 
food rations through blanket 
supplementary feeding. About  
1.4 million people, including 
about 440,000 children under 5, 
have access to 400 health facili-
ties. Close to 1.5 million of the 
yearly plan of 2.9 million children 
6 months to 15 years old have 
been vaccinated against measles 
since January. Chlorination,  
water trucking and construction 
or rehabilitation of water sources 
benefited about 1.5 million 
people. About 13,000 households 
have received a cash grant or 
food voucher. More than 368,000 
children have enrolled in some 
1,600 UNICEF-supported schools 
in the south, including both 
schools for internally displaced 
persons and community schools. 
More than 31,000 children have 
benefited from the establish-
ment of 325 of the 353 planned 
child-friendly spaces in camps for 
internally displaced persons, tran-
sit points, and host communities 
in famine-affected regions. 

CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN CRISIS
The conflict and insecurity that have defined Somalia throughout the past two decades are now 
compounded by the damaging effects of the worst famine the country has seen in 17 years. Four 
million people, including 2 million children, are in need of immediate food security and livelihood 
assistance.1 Three million of these people live in the al-Shabab-controlled south, where humanitarian 
access is limited due to the high level of insecurity.

Rates of acute malnutrition illustrate an almost unimaginable situation: 30 per cent of children under 5 
are acutely malnourished, with nearly three quarters of them living in the south.2 As the crisis worsens, 
acute watery diarrhoea and cholera are spreading due to lack of safe water and sanitation. During the 
first two weeks of October, there were more than 906 suspected measles cases (including 711 of children 
under 5) and 20 related deaths reported in South and Central Somalia, as well as 1,206 suspected malaria 
cases, including 706 cases under 5 and 6 related deaths.3 Children’s education has been disrupted and 
human rights violations are escalating mainly due to the combination of displacement and conflict.

MEETING URGENT NEEDS IN 2012 
UNICEF is scaling up its response in 2012 in coordination with local authorities and more than 100 
national and international partner organizations, while leading the education, nutrition and WASH 
clusters and the child protection sub-cluster. 

Some 145,000 severely and 180,000 moderately malnourished children will be treated and blanket 
supplementary feeding will be provided to 200,000 households per month.

A combination of health interventions, including measles, polio, tetanus, vitamin A and deworm-
ing, will be provided through Child Health Days to 1.8 million children under 5 and 2 million women 
of childbearing age.

Treatment for 5.6 million children and 1 million women will be provided at maternal and child 
health centres; appropriate case management will ensure response to outbreaks of measles, chol-
era and acute watery diarrhoea.

Access to safe water will be gained by 2.2 million people; latrines will be constructed for 96,000 
adults and 24,000 children.

Approximately 50,000 vulnerable households will receive cash transfers or vouchers for necessi-
ties such as food, water and health care.

Access to education and life-saving services through schools will be provided to 400,000 children, 
including those in camps for internally displaced persons and in host communities, with 100,000 
children receiving food vouchers during the school year.

An estimated 300,000 children affected by conflict, famine and displacement will have access to 
psychosocial support (100,000 of them through child-friendly spaces). 

Support will be available for 250,000 victims of gender-based violence, and reintegration assist-
ance will be provided for 1,000 children formerly associated with armed groups.

About 240,000 people, including 160,000 children, will receive essential shelter and other emer-
gency supplies.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 
In line with the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) requirements, UNICEF is requesting US$289,134,000 
to provide urgently needed basic services to the children and women of Somalia. In the absence of 
a fully functional government, UNICEF and its partners are primary providers of basic services, and 
children are at serious risk of hunger and disease if such services are unavailable. Lack of funding will 
mean that health centres are likely to experience drug shortages, and many schools will not be able 
to function. Children will be subject to increasing risks if UNICEF is unable to respond to the increased 
humanitarian needs at the necessary scale.

More information on humanitarian action planned for 2012 can be found at www.
unicef.org/hac2012 and the country office website at www.unicef.org/somalia.
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