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HUMANITARIAN  
FUNDING AT WORK:  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2011
UNICEF requested US$10,300,000 
for its humanitarian work in 
Colombia in 2011. As of end 
October, US$1,396,114 (14 per 
cent) had been received. Comple-
mented with funds from regular 
sources, UNICEF assisted 75,000 
people affected by natural haz-
ards or armed conflict. More than 
37,000 children and 900 pregnant 
or breastfeeding women in the 
north and west of Colombia 
received integrated assistance in 
health, nutrition, education and 
protection.  Some 17,000 children 
impacted by the rainy season in 
these regions were assisted with 
education kits, recreational kits 
and school tents.

Approximately 20,000 people 
gained access to safe water 
with the installation or repair of 
community systems.

Nearly 17,000 indigenous children 
and their families in rural commu-
nities in the Pacific Coast region 
received food, nutrition and 
protection assistance, and more 
than 3,000 indigenous children 
under 5 were supported in early 
childhood development. 

More than 41,000 children and 
adolescents participated in pro-
grammes to prevent recruitment 
by armed groups. Some 11,000 
children benefited from psycho-
social support through the Return 
to Happiness strategy.3 

CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN CRISIS
The armed conflict in Colombia, which has now lasted for nearly 50 years, continues to fuel a pro-
tracted humanitarian crisis and represents a considerable challenge to governance, the respect of 
human rights and sustainable economic development in the country. Overall, the security of the 
population and the humanitarian situation continue to be profoundly affected. 

Children in Colombia live in a most vulnerable environment and are continually victimized by recruit-
ment by armed groups, indiscriminate attacks, sexual violence, displacement, confinement and 
threats from anti-personnel mines and unexploded ordnance. The occupation and attacks on schools 
have continued.  In this context, girls remain among the most vulnerable segments of the population. 
The Secretary-General of the United Nations has indicated that the commission by the armed groups 
of grave forms of sexual violence against recruited girls is of particular concern.1 

Many communities are still recovering from the consequences of the rainy season of 2010, which 
include the loss of homes, displacement and disruption of schooling. No less than 4 million people 
were affected by the rains during 2010–2011.2

MEETING URGENT NEEDS IN 2012 
UNICEF leads WASH and education clusters. Together with the Government of Colombia, other UN 
agencies, the Catholic Church and NGOs, UNICEF will aim to address the needs of 190,000 people, 
including 8,000 women, 83,000 boys and 88,000 girls. UNICEF expects to achieve the following  
key results:

UNICEF will provide an estimated 50,000 children and 4,000 pregnant or breastfeeding women 
in communities affected by the armed conflict or natural hazards with access to nutrition serv-
ices and emergency health supplies, including oral rehydration salts, micronutrient supplements, 
ready-to-use therapeutic foods and insecticide-treated mosquito nets. UNICEF will strengthen the 
capacity of 110 mobile units of the National Institute of Family Welfare, as well as local partners 
and authorities of 10 prioritized departments for the comprehensive care of children and pregnant 
or breastfeeding women affected by natural hazards and armed conflict.

Approximately 15,000 children and women in rural communities affected by natural hazards will 
have access to safe and sufficient water and sanitation services through the installation or repair of 
community systems and education on best hygiene practices.

Some 20,000 children from schools affected by the armed conflict will be able to exercise the right 
to education. The schools will display signs as places protected by international humanitarian law, 
and UNICEF will support the development of comprehensive programmes to prevent recruitment 
of children and accidents by landmines and unexploded ordnance. 

An estimated 40,000 children will be educated on landmine risk, and 80,000 children will participate 
in programmes on prevention of recruitment by armed groups. Some 250 children rescued from 
armed groups will be protected by an integral attention programme of the Colombian Family Welfare 
Institute that guarantees return to their families. The Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism on Grave 
Child Rights Violations (UN Security Council Resolution 1612) has improved its information system 
and monitoring of cases. Some 5,000 children will receive psychosocial support from the mobile 
units of the National Institute of Family Welfare, trained by UNICEF.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 
UNICEF is requesting US$6,200,000 to continue its humanitarian work in Colombia. Full funding is 
essential to ensure direct assistance to thousands of children who are affected by the armed conflict and 
recurrent natural hazards.

More information on humanitarian action planned for 2012 can be found at www.
unicef.org/hac2012 and the country office website at www.unicef.org/colombia.
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UNICEF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS FOR 2012 (in US dollars) 

 600,000 Nutrition
 700,000 Health
 1,200,000 Water, sanitation and hygiene
 2,700,000 Child protection 
 800,000 Education 
 200,000 Cluster coordination

 $6,200,000 TOTAL


