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Child-Friendly Schools in the China-UNICEF Cooperation
The Child-Friendly School and Learner Quality  project is one of four projects in UNICEF's

Education and Child Development Programme of cooperation with the Government of China. The CFS
concept is consistent with China's national goal of quality-oriented education and new curriculum
reform.  

CFS in China 2001-2005
CFS teacher training, a flagship project in the 2001-2005 cycle of MOE-UNICEF cooperation,

opened a new and effective channel for local teachers to upgrade their teaching practices. During the
course of the project implementation as many as 500 training courses and activities were organized at
various levels, a series of teacher training materials developed, and a contingent of trainers and key
teachers at grassroots trained over 13,000 teachers. The impact of the intervention spread beyond the
3 pilot provinces. The pilot project built a platform for school-based research for teachers in pilot areas
and opened up a new and effective channel for local teachers to upgrade their professional
development and teaching practices.

Teacher and head teacher training served as an entry point for CFS to
integrate the student-oriented concept into class-room teaching and school management in
pilot regions 
promote care of, and respect for children 
strengthen teacher-student interactions
improve relationships between teachers, families, schools and communities 
focus on girls education and integrate the gender perspective into training modules
create a sound environment for children's healthy development
explore new modes of quality education in pilot regions

Teachers are continuing to find better ways to motivate children in self-expression and improve
classroom environment. Parents and community are participating in and assisting school development.

The project was implemented in select rural primary center schools in 7 project counties of the
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and Chongqing
Municipality.



Under the China MOE-UNICEF cooperation 2006-2010, the CFS framework now forms an

integrated part of all project interventions. National guidelines and standards on CFS will be developed

as a tool to promote school and learner quality. The Child Friendly School and Learner Quality project,

will build upon past work and develop new approaches focusing on improving the quality of compulsory

primary education, based on China's new curriculum reform. The project will coordinate interventions

on improving learner quality, school management, teacher quality and assessments, teacher support

systems and distance learning to demonstrate how CFS strategies and approaches contribute to well-

rounded development of children in the China-specific setting. 

The project will be implemented in western and economically backward regions of China. Links

will be strengthened between the different stakeholders and international agencies to increase scope of

partnerships and develop synergy of resources. Intersectoral cooperation will also be strengthened

such as with UNICEF's Water and Environmental Sanitation, HIV/AIDS and Health programmes.

Emergency preparedness, sports promotion and counseling interventions will also form an integral part

of child-friendly schools.

The strategy of a rights-based approach will continue to shape all interventions and children's

participation. Significant will be the scaling of children's participation in monitoring and assessing the

status of their Child-Friendly Schools. Scaling up communication strategies, forming expert resource

groups and developing a guideline highlighting obligations and commitment of counterparts at local

levels are expected to further strengthen the cooperation on child-friendly schools in China.

Into the future 2006-2010
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The concept of Child-Friendly School is consistent with the goal of quality-oriented
education and the new curriculum reform being implemented in China.

The CFS approach

Child-Friendly School as a tool for quality-oriented education
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Well rounded development and active learning of children in 
Child-Friendly Schools

Children participate actively in learning, sports and creative expressions

Student motivation, interest, competency and
performance levels increased
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