UZBEKISTAN: Background INFORMATION

Uzbekistan is the most populous country in Central Asia, with 25.5 million people – 56% of them under 25. Most people – 15.3 million – live in rural areas, while 9.2 million are urban. This multi-ethnic country has more than 120 nationalities and ethnic groups. Most people are Uzbeks (77.2%). Other ethnic groups include Russians (5.2%), Tajiks (4.8%), Kazakhs (4.0%) and Tatars (1.4%). The main religion is Islam. Uzbekistan covers 450,000 sq. km, of which only 11% is arable. 

Political:

· 1917: The Tsarist administration is overthrown. A provisional government is created with direct Soviet rule. Moslems are excluded from power. The Basmachi revolt last more than a decade; 

· 1924: The Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic becomes one of 15 republics of the USSR. 

· 1920 and 1930s: Uzbek Communist Party chief Khojayev enforces Soviet policy to collectivise agriculture, but tries to increase Uzbek participation in government and party. 

· 1930s: Khojayev and his allies are executed in a Stalinist purge. Russification sees more Russians migrating to Uzbekistan, particularly to the cities. Russian is the official language. Those who maintain Uzbek lifestyles and identities are excluded from leading roles in society;

· 1959-1982: Sharaf Rashidov, first secretary of the Communist Party in Uzbekistan, brings numerous relatives and associates into government and attempts to weaken Moscow control;

· 1986:  Rashidov is implicated (posthumously) with Yuriy Churbanov, Brezhnev's son-in-law in falsifying cotton production figures. The Uzbek leadership faces corruption trials by prosecutors from Moscow. Uzbeks feels unfairly targeted, strengthening nationalism. Moscow's policies, including the emphasis on cotton and attempts to uproot Islam, come under more criticism; 

· 1989: Ethnic animosity erupts in the Fergana Valley between Uzbeks and Meskhetian Turks, and in the Kyrgyz city of Osh, with clashes between Uzbek and Kyrgyz youth. Moscow appoints Islom Karimov as first secretary of the Communist Party of Uzbekistan. 

· 1991: The Supreme Soviet of Uzbekistan declares an independent republic. A parliament is elected and Karimov becomes the new nation's first president.

· Today: Current political issues: include terrorism, unresolved issues in the Fergana Valley, economic stagnation, and the curtailment of human rights and democratization. 


Economic:

· Many people live in poverty. GNI per capita in 2002 was just US$ 450 and 18% of the population are thought to live on less than US$ 1 per day.

· In 1999, total official figures on GDP was 2,048.4 billion Soums (16, 702 mln USD, IMF) with an annual growth rate of 4.4%. Inflation has fallen from 1,568% per annum in 1994 to 21.5% today. But, despite economic reforms, economic growth has slowed and exports and imports have fallen.  

· Intensive production of "white gold" (cotton) and grain means overuse of agrochemicals and dwindling water supplies, poisoning land and shrinking the Aral Sea and other water sources. The country is trying to reduce dependence on agriculture while developing mineral and petroleum reserves. It has more than 100 kinds of minerals, including gas, gold, silver, coal, copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, petroleum and precious stones. Its mineral and raw materials reserves are valued at more than US$ 3.5 billion. But agriculture remains crucial. The country is one of the world’s biggest cotton producers, with three million tons produced per year. 

Structural:
· Head of State: President Islom Karimov (1990); Head of Government: Prime Minister Shavkat Mirziyayev (2003); Cabinet appointed by President with approval of Supreme Assembly;

· Unicameral Supreme Assembly or Oliy Majlis (250 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms); A 2002 amendment to the constitution created a second chamber  established by elections in December 2004;

· Uzbekistan comprises the Republic of Karakalpakstan, 12 viloyats (regions), 162 tumans (rural districts), 118 cities, and towns. Tashkent, the capital, has 2.1 million people. Other large cities are Samarkand (365,000), Namangan (363,300), Andijan (319,900) and Bukhara (238,200).
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KEY STATISTICS*

	Population:
	25.5 million

	% Population under 25 / 15 / 5
	56 / 36 / 11

	Infant mortality rate (deaths before the age of one for every 1,000 live births)  
	

62 (DHS 2002)

16.5 (2002 official figures)

	Maternal mortality ratio (women dying each year  from pregnancy-related causes per 100,000 live births)
	32 (DHS 2002)



	Life Expectancy (Male/Female)*
	70.3 / 74.4

	Net Primary school enrolment (m/f)*

	98 for both: men and women

	Primary school children (#) reaching grade 5
	500.000

	Secondary school enrolment ratio (m/f) %**
	99 / 87

	Reported cases of HIV (August 2004) 
	3,867 HIV positive cases registered by August 2004. 

 (Report of Republican Center on HIV/AIDS)

	GNI per capita (US$ 2002)**
	450

	% population living on less than US$ 1 per day**
	18

	Representation of women at senior levels:
	10 % in Parliament

18 % of senior management positions in public sector (CCA, launched in 2004)

	Literacy (male / female): %
	99.6 / 98.9

	Number of children in orphanages***
	3,548

	Number of children aged 0-3 in infant homes***
	772

	Number of children with disabilities***
	132,269

	Number of children in institutions for special needs***
	19,626

	Number of children in detention***
	568

	Number of street children begging on the streets brought to the Centre of Social-Legal Assistance under the Ministry of Interior ***
	5,422


*   Source: CCA UNDAF, Social Monitor 2003, UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, unless otherwise stated

** Source: State of the World’s Children Report, UNICEF, 2004

*** Source: Ministry of Interior, 2003
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