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Tirana Commitment

We the participants at the General Assembly of the NGO/UNICEF Regional Network for Children in Central and Eastern Europe, the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Baltic States, commit ourselves to:

· fully endorsing the outcome document of the United Nations General Assembly’s Special Session on Children, New York, May 2002, by which governments committed themselves to build, in the next decade, a World Fit for Children; 

· supporting the Sarajevo Commitment, the outcome document of the 2nd Intergovernmental Conference “Making Europe and Central Asia Fit For Children”, Sarajevo, 13–15 May 2004.

Concerned by the problems facing children and young people in our region, we are aware of the need for the involvement and partnership of all key actors: governments, civil society, media, business, academe and children and young people themselves.

Re-affirming our commitment to promote fulfilment of and respect for children’s rights in the framework of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, we have identified certain follow-up actions:

a) to create a framework of mechanisms to support the creation and strengthening of national networks for the  fulfilment and protection of children’s rights,

b) to strengthen the mechanisms of regional and sub-regional cooperation for the fulfilment and protection of children’s rights, paying particular attention to the groups considered by the Leave No Child Out Campaign; 

c) to create mechanisms for ensuring transparency and accountability for all actions taken concerning children and young people; 

d) to help in carrying out needs assessments and on-going monitoring and evaluation of policy development and implementation;

e) to contribute to the improvement of the quality of programmes and actions for children that are developed and implemented in the countries of this region, according to concrete and measurable goals and objectives for each particular country; 

f) to create a framework for effective, continuous and long-term cooperation between governments, NGOs, INGOs, media, businesses and academe to enhance the protection and well-being of children through the fulfilment and protection of their rights;

g) to create special procedures and tools to facilitate the participation of children in decision-making processes in matters and issues concerning their lives; 

Recognizing that children are the subjects of rights, that they deserve to enjoy all of those rights and that they are also our future, we, as representatives of civil society in this region, re-commit ourselves to the above actions, strongly supporting our governments in creating a Region Fit for Children and, in the process, attaining the Millennium Development Goals.

