[image: image1.emf]NGO-UNICEF Regional Network for 

Children in CEE/CIS & Baltic States

117, Nizami Street, Baku, AZ-1010

Tel: 994-12-493-21-42

Fax: 994-12-493-21-42

Mobile: 994-50-349-29-48

Email: relfuture@azdata.net 

nzseidov@yahoo.com
Web site: www.regionalnetworkforchildren.org  


4th General Assembly
Sofia, Bulgaria

20–22 May 2005
SOFIA COMMITMENT
We the participants at the General Assembly of the NGO/UNICEF Regional Network for Children in Central and Eastern Europe, the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Baltic States, commit ourselves to:

· fully supporting the outcome document of the United Nations General Assembly’s Special Session on Children, New York, May 2002, by which governments committed themselves to build, in the next decade, a World Fit for Children; 

· supporting the Sarajevo Commitment, the outcome document of the 2nd Intergovernmental Conference “Making Europe and Central Asia Fit For Children”, Sarajevo, 13–15 May 2004;
· promoting and contributing to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals mindful of their primacy for the international development community.

Concerned by the problems facing children and young people in our region, we are aware of the need for the involvement and partnership of all key actors: governments, civil society, media, business, academicians and children and young people themselves.

Re-affirming our commitment to promote the fulfillment of and respect for children’s rights in the framework of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, we have identified certain follow-up actions:

a) to create a framework of mechanisms to support the creation and strengthening of national networks for the  fulfillment and protection of children’s rights,

b) to strengthen the mechanisms of local, sub-regional and regional cooperation for the fulfillment and protection of children’s rights, paying particular attention to the groups targeted by the Leave No Child Out Campaign; 

c) to create mechanisms for ensuring transparency and accountability for all actions taken concerning children and young people; 

d) to advocate for the mainstreaming the children’s rights at local, national, sub-regional, regional and international levels;
e) to help in carrying out needs assessments and on-going monitoring and evaluation of policy development and implementation, particularly, through engagement of National networks in NGO Alternative reporting procedures to UN Committee on CRC and also UN Secretary General Study on Violence as well as through the improved cooperation with other UN treaty bodies and special reporters for most actual problems of children;

f) to improve the work at Regional and National levels with other stakeholders and policy makers in the region, particularly, by establishing and developing the cooperation with Council of Europe and OSCE;
g) to contribute to the improvement of the quality of programmes and actions for children that are developed and implemented in the countries of this region, according to concrete and measurable goals and objectives for each particular country; 

h) to contribute and promote the active participation of national networks in UN Study on Violence through alternative reporting to the study and also by supporting the outcomes and recommendations of the UNICEF and Council of Europe leading Yokohama Review Conference on Sexual Exploitation that will be held in Ljubljana 6-9 July 2005;
i) to create a framework for effective, continuous and long-term cooperation between governments, NGOs, INGOs, media, businesses and academe to enhance the protection and well-being of children through the fulfilment and protection of their rights;

j) to create special procedures and tools to facilitate the participation of children in decision-making processes in matters and issues concerning their lives; 

k) to promote the establishment of dedicated and specialized State agency in RNC member countries that will result in sufficient coordination among various governmental bodies and mechanisms, as well as between the national and local authorities, in the implementation of policies for the promotion and protection of the rights of the child.

l) to promote the establishment of an independent monitoring body, such as an ombudsperson or a children's rights commissioner, to address children's rights violations adequately in RNC member countries. 
Recognizing that children are the subjects of rights, that they deserve to enjoy all of those rights and that they are also our future, we, as representatives of civil society in this region, re-commit ourselves to the above actions, strongly supporting our governments in creating a Region Fit for Children and, in the process, attaining the Millennium Development Goals.
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