The Regional NGO Network for Children Inaugurated in Sarajevo

Regional  “Leave No Child Out” campaign launched

Sarajevo, 29 June 2002.  – The Regional NGO Network for Children (RNC) was officially launched here today. The Network with its elected steering committee represented by the NGOs from Turkey, Georgia, Romania and Bosnia and Herzegovina will be the hub for national NGO networks from 27 countries from Central and Eastern Europe, Commonwealth of Independent States and Baltics States. 

“ This is the first day in the life of our network. Let us use this time of its infancy to develop it into a strong movement for  more than 100 million children and young people in our region”, said Diana Nistorescu, the RNC’s Secretary-General in her final address to the Network members. 

Creation of the RNC is one of the processes organised by NGOs as a follow up to the Special Session on Children of the UN General Assembly held in New York this May.  The RNC will start its work by carrying out regional campaign around one of the key messages of the Special Session for Children - “Leave no Child Out”.  More than 26 million people from the Region exclaimed that the world should “Leave No Child Out” during the global Say Yes for Children Campaign preceding the Special Session for Children. The RNC’s “Leave no Child Out” campaign will address the issues of poverty, intolerance  and exclusion of children and young people in the region.

“Your choice of “Leave no Child Out” as the theme for the first year of your work is a wise one, for it addresses a crisis for millions of children in the region who are excluded from the great opportunities and advantages that others enjoy”, said UNICEF Regional Director Philip O’Brien at the RNC’s closing ceremony. UNICEF offices throughout the region are providing support for the development of the network. 

The RNC will call upon its partners, governments and citizens of the 27 countries to help children raise their voice and to assist  NGOs in improving the lives of children in institutions, children of minorities facing discrimination and millions of children living below the poverty thresholds.

The work of the RNC will be strengthened by the membership of the South Eastern Europe Child Rights Network (SEECRAN) that has affiliated organizations in ten countries of the region. 

The RNC conference was hosted by the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina that has played a crucial role in the region’s preparations for the Special Session on Children. “We all have to invest our best in the close cooperation of governments and the NGOs in order to protect the rights of the child and achieve the goals of the Special Session on Children. The government of Bosnia and Herzegovina remains committed to implementing these goals”, said his Excellency, Mr. Beriz Belkic, President of Bosnia and Herzegovina who has closed the conference.

The government of Bosnia and Herzegovina has pledged to host the first regional conference planned as the follow up to the Berlin Regional Consultations on Children and the Special Session on Children. 

The RNC thanks the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina for their support and recognizes the support given y the Open Society Institute, Step by Step, International Forum for Child Welfare, Home Start International and other international NGOs working closely with the RNC.
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