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Dear Madam Chairperson,

Dear Ladies and gentlemen!

Let me on behalf of the Kazakhstan delegation express my gratitude to the Government of Kyrgyzstan and to United Nations Children’s Fund for this opportunity to take part in this remarkable event of the year – second Child Protection Forum for Central Asian countries, Azerbaijan and Turkey, which is held for children, future of every nation and the whole world. 

It is a great honour for me to welcome the high representation of the Forum with sincere wishes for fruitful and successful work on behalf of the First Lady of Kazakhstan, Mrs. Sara Nazarbayeva, the head of the Children’s Fund “Bobek”, who pays serious attention to the moral wellbeing of children and is the author of the national self-cognition programme.   
In the context of the global interconnectedness, the topic of the Forum is important and timely. This Forum is also memorable due to the 20th year anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Never in the history the world humanity was united for the common interests and values in response to the global challenges. None of the states could put up with such problems like drug abuse, HIV/AIDS, poverty, child abandonment and juvenile crimes. 

Our country is facing the same challenges similar the world’s status of children. 
The only solution for these problems is the national economic development, structural and institutional reforms.  
In recent years the economy of Kazakhstan demonstrated one of the highest and stable growths in the world. New opportunities emerged under the present economic growth have been used for priority financing of the state policy for children in education, health, development, sports and culture, social welfare of families and children. The budget share is increasing annually. 
Today Kazakhstan develops long term programmes for the aligning of the quality of life and living standards of Kazakhstan citizens, especially children, to the international standards of quality of life in the developed countries. 

National and sectoral state programmes on education, health and social welfare mainly address child wellbeing and child rights. 

In Kazakhstan the law on child rights sets the basis for the social and legal guarantees of the child protection, national Programme “Children of Kazakhstan” is adopted for 2007-2009; about 25 legal acts on child rights are elaborated and adopted to improve the national legislation; national committee on child rights protection in the Ministry of Education and Science is created and assigned to coordinate all the activities related to the social policy for children, territorial departments on child rights are set up, new code on marriage and family is being adopted. New law on specialized social services came into force. Cash assistance to families is being improved. 

The most important trend is in interaction of the state, non-governmental and international organizations in the implementation of the social policy for children. Based on the initiative of the Parliament of Kazakhstan and UNICEF, an international conference on budgeting policy in the best interest of the child was held and helped to define measures in forming and utilizing budget allocations.

The status of children in Kazakhstan is regularly presented in a number of publications and reports. National forums, international summits “Children of 21 century: dialogue about time and youth”, “Children of 21 century: towards culture”, media forums “under the happy stars”, national children’s events “we are your children, Kazakhstan, we live in a new world”, voluntary actions “kind heart, generous hand”, “help children”, “peace to children”, meetings of local authorities with young leaders. 
Dear Colleagues! 

Our country is a member of the ILO Convention №182 on elimination of the worst forms of child labour, optional protocol on the sales of children, prostitution and pornography. Kazakhstan signed optional protocol on prevention and combating of trafficking on women and children and disciplinary measures complimenting to the UN convention on trans-national organized crimes. 

In 2007 Kazakhstan presented its second and third periodic reports on implementation of the provisions of CRC and the report on optional protocol on children in armed conflicts. 

The words of gratitude should be expressed today to UNICEF as the main facilitator of this meeting, its regional office, implementing country programmes at the local levels. UNICEF Kazakhstan is assisting a number of viable projects in the country. They include the prevention of iodine deficiency disorders, HIV/AIDS prevention, creation of alternative and family support services, alternative care, juvenile justice, etc. 

We believe that many obstacles children face can be solved jointly at the global level. We voice our readiness to support fair world for children. 

Dear Participants of the Forum!

As you all know in 2006 in a new capital of Kazakhstan, Astana, the first Child Protection Forum for Central Asian countries was launched with the support of UNICEF.   
The priority for the forum was in creation of a platform for multi-country dialogue in child protection, as well as further actions in implementation of CRC at country levels.
The Forum defined the future outcomes that would be achieved through specific national measures in child protection, coordination mechanisms, resource allocation, monitoring, review and accountabilities on the progress made at the national level in the response to the challenges and immediate actions. The Central Asian Child Protection Forum was named an organisational structure acting on a permanent basis and a flexible mechanism for cooperation in the implementation of the CRC provisions or other international treaties. 
Today we are here to review the situation on child care reform in Central Asian countries and future directions in the region. 

The most important task is to find optimal ways through a regional collaboration. Out present efforts would be focused on the global best practices and limit negative influence. The speed of the reforms in child care system depends on our joint partnership. 
We feel that this constructive dialogue between our countries will allow define the next steps, but also make strategic decisions in child care system reforms in Central Asia, Azerbaijan and Turkey. 
Dear Madam Chairperson, 
Let me wish all the countries a sustainable development and achievement of better results and pass on the flag of the first Child Protection Forum of the Government of Kyrgyzstan.   
