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Central Asian governments pledge to reform child care services 
Seven countries agree to develop social services that reduce reliance on state-run children’s institutions
Bishkek, May 14, 2009 – Ministers from Central Asia, Azerbaijan and Turkey have agreed to start the long-term work of phasing out state-run children’s institutions and develop alternative social services.

UNICEF Central and Eastern Europe and Commonwealth of Independent States Child Protection Regional Adviser, Jean-Claude Legrand, said: “Too many children are being placed in residential homes when services that prevent separation from families are more caring and cost-effective. This agreement is a promising start. Now we need governments to act upon their word.”

The ministers, drawn from the governments of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, have all agreed to take steps towards developing national plans for reform, including clear timelines, targets and indicators for measuring progress. 
Their pledge was made at the end of a three-day Child Care Systems Reform Consultation, in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, May 12-14, organised by UNICEF in partnership with the Kyrgyzstan government. 

The governments also agreed to develop social services systems that meet the needs of children and families. This includes implementing measures that prevent the abandonment of children, by offering family support services and other measure to mitigate the impact of the current economic crisis on families. 
Currently, about 180,000 children are placed in state-run institutions in central Asia, Azerbaijan, and Turkey. UNICEF is especially concerned about the high number of children under the age of three who grow up in residential care. 
The aim of reform is to diversify social services to prevent abandonment of children and develop new alternatives for children without parental care. Such services include , strengthening guardianship and introducing professional foster care. Additional improvements are developing day care services for working parents, offering counselling for families in crisis, and inclusive education for children with disabilities.  ENDS
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