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Objectives of this presentation

Â To present the main findings and 

recommendations of the CfS evaluation in 

Uzbekistan

Â To provide a methodological input for other 

countries wishing to evaluate their own CfS 

initiative

Â To reflect on key concepts of child-friendliness
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The CfS context in Uzbekistan

Â The project addresses grades 1-9 and is a continuation of the Global 
Education (GE) initiative which was implemented in Uzbekistan 
between 2003 and 2005

Â The GE project contributed to broadening the support base for 
participatory methodology and child-centred educational philosophy

Â GE had widely been perceived as an isolated approach which 
neglected the linkages with similar initiatives and pedagogical 
strategies on both theoretical and practical levels

Â An evaluation in 2006 suggested to conclude the pilot phase by 
2007 and to absorb the whole project into the mainstream education 
strategic plan through participation in the ongoing policy debate

Â Initiated in 2003 in 51 schools as the GE Project, the CfS 
Project now covers 737 schools in 5 regions
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Methodology

Â The general approach combined representative 
sampling by categories and randomisation

Â According to specific criteria, a sample of 52 
schools was identified by UNICEF Uzbekistan 
(42 CfS Pilot Schools and 10 non-pilot control 
schools), representing approximately 5% of 
schools of each region

Â All schools selected received and completed a 
full set of questionnaires (covering school 
directors, teachers and students in Grades 2, 5 
and 9)
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Methodology (continued)

Â Between 40-50% of schools selected for the 
completion of questionnaires were physically 
visited during a round of field visits

Â Lessons were observed in three different grades 
and three different subjects (including at least 
one foreign language lesson)

Â Opinions of school directors, teachers, students, 
parents and community members were captured 
through interviews and focus group discussions 
(FGDs)
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Number of administered questionnaires

Number of administered questionnaires 

Tashkent 

City  

Tashkent 

Region 
Ferghana RK  Khorezm 

Target Group 

CfS  Control CfS  Control CfS  Control CfS  Control CfS  Control 

Total  

School Directors 6 2 8 2 10 2 8 2 4 2 46 

All teachers 252 78 390 88 478 74 457 90 529 91 2,527 

Students Grade 2, male 249 106 353 55 498 42 218 68 475 64 2,128 

Students Grade 2, female 253 93 320 52 449 49 224 68 397 64 1,969 

Students Grade 5, male 257 77 330 72 522 58 287 48 429 58 2,138 

Students Grade 5, female 268 95 315 73 442 59 257 68 374 58 2,009 

Students Grade 9, male 275 91 375 74 556 59 266 69 376 80 2,221 

Students Grade 9, female 279 111 400 75 474 61 267 63 416 86 2,232 

TOTAL  1,839 653 2,491 491 3,429 404 1,984 476 3,000 503 15,270 
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Sample sizes of questionnaires

Questionnaires across Regions ï Sample sizes of questionnaires for teachers and students 

Tashkent 

City  

Tashkent 

Region 
Ferghana RK  Khorezm 

Target Group 

CfS  Control CfS  Control CfS  Control CfS  Control CfS  Control 

Total  

Sample Size (%) 20 50 20 50 20 50 20 50 20 50  

All teachers 50 39 78 44 96 37 91 45 106 46 632 

Students Grade 2, male 50 53 71 28 100 21 44 34 95 32 526 

Students Grade 2, female 51 47 64 26 90 25 45 34 79 32 492 

Students Grade 5, male 51 39 66 36 104 29 57 24 86 29 522 

Students Grade 5, female 54 48 63 37 88 30 51 34 75 29 508 

Students Grade 9, male 55 46 75 37 111 30 53 35 75 40 556 

Students Grade 9, female 56 56 80 38 95 31 53 32 83 43 565 

TOTAL  367 326 497 245 684 201 395 237 599 251 3,800 
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Number of FGDs and interviews

Number of focus group discussions (FGDs) and interviews 

Tashkent 

City  

Tashkent 

Region 
Ferghana RK  Khorezm 

Target Group 

FGDs INTôs FGDs INTôs FGDs INTôs FGDs INTôs FGDs INTôs 

Total  

Directors, pilot schools  3  3  4  4  4 18 

Directors, control schools  1    1  1   3 

Students, pilot schools 3  3  4  4  4  18 

Students, control schools 1    1  1    3 

Teachers, pilot schools 3  3  4  4  4  18 

Teachers, control schools 1    1  1    3 

Parents, pilot schools 3  3  4  4  4  18 

Parents, control schools 1    1  1    3 

TOTAL  12 4 9 3 15 5 15 5 12 4 84 
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Evaluation findings

Â Classroom observations and questionnaire analyses showed that 
students seem to be adequately satisfied with their school environment, 
and that males and female students are treated in an equitable way. 

Â School visits (N=21) and lesson observations (N=63) confirmed that 
schools in their strong majority (>80%) meet the criteria of the UNICEF 
concept of a child-friendly school

Â There are no obvious differences between pilot schools and non-pilot 
control schools; both samples were completely comparable, and both 
samples contained excellent as well as weaker lessons

Â Child-friendly standards appear to have been integrated in schools at a 
broad level. This is in clear contrast to the GE initiative where pilot 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G���D���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���W�R���³�V�W�D�J�H�´���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O��
environment did not always correspond to the philosophy promoted in 
the classroom.

Â A considerable agree of consistency, authenticity and integration has 
been achieved in applying the CfS concept.


