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Improving the quality of education is a priority for the Government. Almost 12% of GDP and around 38% of the overall budget is spent on education. UNICEF with other donors and development partners, supports the Government in implementing education reforms.
The main focus for now is on teacher training, improving the state educational standards and the curriculum. Improving the system of monitoring and evaluation, including the monitoring of learning achievements and attendance are also priorities, as is creating a modern system of monitoring teachers’ performance.
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
There are 6,175 state-run kindergartens in Uzbekistan, but this covers only 20% of children between 3-7 years old. UNICEF supports the Ministry of Public Education in formulating preschool education policy. The National Standards on Early Learning and Development are developed and validated to help preparing children for school.  
A Government Resolution was issued in 2007 which allows for the establishment of alternative models of preschools to increase access for socially disadvantaged children. The alternative models are more cost effective for the government and for parents. They will provide better access for those children not attending state-run kindergartens. 
BASIC EDUCATION
UNICEF helped the Ministry of Public Education to revise the Law on Education and Regulations on Basic Education.  In line with the basic principles of CRC and Child Friendly School they now include a chapter on Inclusive Education. The National School Charter has been revised and now requires all schools to establish a child friendly learning environment. UNICEF is working closely with the Government to support operationalisation and implementation of the National programme on improving the quality and efficiency of Education for the period 2008-2012.

The Child Friendly School Initiative for improving the quality of teaching and learning
The CFS Initiative benefits around 600,000 schoolchildren in 750 schools in five target areas:  the Republic of Karakalpakstan, Khorezm, Ferghana, Tashkent region and Tashkent city.  Around 5,000 teachers and pedagogues form Pedagogical Institutes and In-service teachers training Institutes also benefit from implementing the child friendly school methodology.  Children participate more actively in the classroom and in overall school life, parents interact better with children, teachers and school administration and provide more support to their children.
Regional problems:
· Lack of qualified pedagogical personnel and poor motivation
· Lack of follow up and methodical support to the teachers after retraining

· Poor provision of methodical manuals and teaching and learning aid for teachers and children in schools and In-Service teachers Training Institutes
· School curriculum focuses on learning facts rather than life skills
· Education process is not child-centred but teacher-oriented
· The system of monitoring  students achievements and attendance Weak 
Our responses:

· Training of 5,000 teachers in interactive, child-centered teaching methods at all levels (pre- and in-service teachers training Institutes and at schools). 

· Development of the system of ensuring the quality of education; 
· Printing of methodical manuals and teachers support in 10 key subjects for grades 1-9 and provision of effective methodical support to teachers.

· Initiated the process of improving the system of monitoring learning achievements and attendance with key stakeholders. 
· School self-assessment has been conducted in 50% of target schools. School improvement plans have been developed and will be implemented by the end of 2009. 
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CFS Programme coverage – 750 schools





















































