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The III World Congress Against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Ado-
lescents, took place in Rio de Janeiro from the 35th to the 28th of No-
vember 2008, and ended up being the largest event of this kind in the 

world and was held for the first time in its history in a developing country. 

Having adolescents and youth as participants of the Congress main programme 
was a great satisfaction for the members of the Central Organizing Committee 
(COC), which was composed by the Brazilian Human Rights Special Secretariat, 
UNICEF, Ecpat International and the NGO Group. 

The participation of 300 adolescents and young people has represented a major 
difference from the previous congresses. They have brought to the debate their 
views and perspectives on problems and possible solutions. Boys and girls from 
56 countries have had the opportunity to share their experience and effectively 
contribute to the fight against sexual exploitation. 

The Brazilian government is very pleased to share the report on children and 
adolescent participation in the III World Congress named “Pulling a Face at 
Sexual Exploitation”, in English, Spanish and Portuguese, as well as the “Youth 
Declaration to End Sexual Exploitation” representing the view from young peo-
ple who came from all different regions in the world to take part in this event. 

We sincerely thank everyone involved for their work and reiterate our mes-
sage that sexual exploitation is a severe human rights violation which must 
be combated by all: Governments, Civil Society Organizations, International 
Organizations, Families and Children and Adolescents themselves. 

Carmen Oliveira 
President of the Central Organizing Committee and National Sub Secretary 
for the Promotion of the Rights of Children and Adolescents
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Dear young reader,

World Congresses are important 
events that draw international at-
tention to the serious issue of se-

xual exploitation of children and adolescents. 
World Congress I was held in Stockholm, Swe-
den in 1996 and World Congress II was held in 
Yokohama, Japan in 2001. The idea of World 
Congress III was to get countries to come to-
gether to see what has been done to stop the 
sexual exploitation of children and adolescents 
since the last meeting in 2001. At the same 
time, it was important to learn from success 
stories and look at new challenges. Based on 
this, countries and organisations were able to 
make new commitments to put an end to the 
sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 
The overall purpose of the meeting was to le-
arn from each other and move forward with 
a better understanding of the issue with more 
ideas for action to stop sexual exploitation of 
children and adolescents.

From 25 to 28 November 2008, a greater 
number of children and adolescents than ever, 
participated in World Congress III against Se-
xual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. They brought their 
knowledge on the subject and shared their 
concerns, ideas and recommendations on how 
to stop sexual exploitation of children and ado-
lescents. They were able to influence the dis-
cussions and outcomes of World Congress III. 
They spoke out and made themselves visible. 

They voiced their demands to governments 
and agencies, at times gently and at times with 
great strength. They made their presence felt 
in many ways, across many forums, among 
many people.

Nearly 300 children and adolescents from 56 
countries were able to achieve this together, 
on behalf of other children and adolescents 
they were representing from their countries 
and regions.

“Pulling a face at sexual exploitation” cele-
brates the participation of children and ado-
lescents in World Congress III. The report has 
been written especially for children and adoles-
cents, taking into account the suggestions of 
children and adolescents at World Congress III 
on what it should contain. During the Prepara-
tory Forum, a Report Working Group was for-
med, involving about 10 adolescents from di-
fferent regions of the world. The group helped 
design this report by providing ideas on what 
the report should look like and what kind of 
information it should present. Based on these 
ideas, in this report you will find the main hi-
ghlights of adolescent participation in the Pre-
paratory Forum and World Congress III. What 
is also special about this report is that many 
adolescents from the Report Working Group 
contributed to it by providing their stories and 
sharing their thoughts and feelings on what 
was going on around them in the Congress.
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In this report you will learn how children and 
adolescents prepared themselves to participa-
te in the Children and Adolescent Preparatory 
Forum, held on 24-25 November 2008, in Rio 
de Janeiro. You can read about how children 
and adolescents participated at the World Con-
gress III itself, in the various panels, discussions, 
workshops. You will also get a glimpse of how 
children used the Adolescents’ Space during 
the World Congress III to connect with each 
other and also to raise their issues. 

You will find the following information 
in this report: 
1. An overview of World Congress  
III against Sexual Exploitation of Children 
and Adolescents 
2. The Children and Adolescent  
Preparatory Forum 
3. Children and Adolescent participation du-
ring World Congress III 
4. Continuing the work 
5. Understanding some difficult words used in 
this report 
6. More information

This report is…

… a presentation of highlights and overall ex-
periences of adolescent participation during 
World Congress III, for adolescents all over the 
world to learn from.

… a memory, remembrance and recognition of 
the power of adolescents participation, which 
will help in preparing for the next steps after 
the World Congress III.

This report does not…

…go into detail of every discussion among 
the adolescents and between adolescents and 
adults during the World Congress III, but provi-
des an overview of important moments in ado-
lescent participation.

…evaluate what went well and what didn’t 
go so well, during adolescent participation in 
World Congress III. (Such material has been 
prepared by different organisations involved in 
supporting adolescent participation in the Con-
gress.)
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The World Congress III 
against Sexual  
Exploitation of Children 
and Adolescents

Sexual exploitation of children and adoles-
cents is a crime. All countries agree with 
this. There are also many international 

laws and agreements that forbid it. The United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(also known as the CRC) states:

Governments must do everything they can to 
protect children and adolescents from pornogra-
phy, prostitution, illegal sex, and any other form 
of sexual abuse and exploitation (Article 34).

 Governments must also prevent children from 
being taken or sent away from their homes 
and exploited (’trafficked’), for any reason, in-
cluding for use in the sex trade (Article 35). 

You can download the summary of the UNCRC 
at: http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/pdfs/NCD-
poster_e.pdf. 

An additional legal document also known as 
the ‘Optional Protocol’ builds upon the CRC. 
It tells us how countries can stop commercial 
sexual exploitation of children — that is, the 
sexual use of children for money or any other 
payment. It is called the Optional Protocol on 
the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and 
Child Pornography. Another legal document 
called Palermo Protocol or the Protocol to Pre-
vent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Per-
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sons, especially women and children, tells what 
the governments should do to prevent and 
work to end the traffic of persons. 

Around 192 countries have committed them-
selves to the CRC. Over 100 countries have 
signed the Protocols. In order to make sure that 
countries are able to fulfill their promises to stop 
sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, 
every few years a big meeting is organized of 
governmental and non-governments organisa-
tions, United Nations agencies, the academia, 
corporations, children and adolescents. We call 
these meetings World Congresses. 

As you read earlier, World Congress I was held 
in Sweden in 1996. There 122 countries agreed 
to change relevant laws, policies, programmes 
and practices to stop the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents in all 
its forms, while protecting the rights of child 
victims and not further harming them. Gover-
nments also committed themselves to actively 
involve children and adolescents in this process. 
This commitment is part of what is called the 
Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action 
(1996). 

You can download this document from:  
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/
en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/Sto-
ckholm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf 

World Congress II was held in Yokohama, Japan 
in 2001. There, governments, United Nations 
agencies, non-governmental organisations and 
others reviewed what had been done since the 
first meeting in 1996. In this second meeting, 
161 countries committed to the Stockholm De-
claration and Agenda for Action. 

WHAT WAS WORLD  
CONGRESS III ABOUT?

World Congress III against sexual exploitation 
of children and adolescents was a global mee-
ting to share, exchange and build knowledge 
and guidelines on how to stop sexual exploi-
tation of children and adolescents. It was held 
from 25 to 28 November 2008 in Rio de Janei-
ro, Brazil. Around 3,500 people from over 170 
countries participated in this meeting. Gover-
nments, inter-governmental and non-govern-
mental organisations, human rights institutions, 
ombudspersons, the private sector, law enfor-
cement agencies and the legal community, re-
ligious leaders, parliamentarians, researchers 
and academics, civil society and children and 
adolescents took part in the Congress. 

 

About 300 of these participants were children and 

adolescents! Around 150 of the children and ado-

lescents came from Brazil and the rest from 55 

countries from around the world.

This was the first time children and adoles-
cents participated in such a large number in 
World Congress. Moreover, they were also 
very successful in getting their messages and 
recommendations across to governments and 
other agencies.

In the words of a girl from Brazil, in her article 
in StopX.org:

World Congress III is very nice 
because we are discussing 

about our rights and duties as ado-
lescents and young people. It is not 
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WHAT HAPPENED  
AT WORLD CONGRESS III? 

The Congress centred around five main the-
mes. Each theme was discussed over half 
a day. For each theme, there was a panel 
discussion followed by about 20 parallel 
workshops and dialogues. In all, about 227 
workshops and dialogues were held. In the-
se spaces for debate and dialogue, govern-
ments, NGOs, different agencies and children 
and adolescents presented their experiences 
and statements and spoke about their work 
to end sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents. These spaces led to rich discus-
sions on various aspects of sexual exploita-
tion of children and adolescents. 

For instance, in a group discussion on early 
marriage, adolescents debated in a very open 
and productive way. Some adolescents sug-
gested there should be a ‘global legal docu-
ment’ prohibiting adults to promise children 
and adolescents in marriage against their 
will. Another group had a different idea, sta-
ting that such a proposal would go against 
the cultural practices and beliefs of some 
countries, and a third group said that mar-
riage should be forbidden in any form before 
the age of 18. All these different arguments 
reflect how seriously adolescents take their 
rights and their important point of view re-
garding issues that directly affect their live. 
(Read more about children and adolescents’ 
participation in section 3).

The five themes at  
WorLd Congress III were

Theme1  Existing and new forms of sexu-
al exploitation of children such as trafficking 

easy for young people, nor is it for 
the organisers and the facilitators. 
This congress is a new experience 
for everyone, because it is the first 
time that so many young people 
have come together. Although the-
re is difficulty in communication, it 
is a lot of fun. Adolescents talk very 
well about the subject, they can 
debate it.

17 young people participated in World 
Congress I held in 1996 in Stockholm, 
Sweden. This was the first time young pe-
ople were invited to participate in this type 
of a global meeting together with gover-
nments, non-governmental organisations 
and UN agencies. In World Congress II, 
held in Yokohama, Japan in 2001, nearly 
100 young people participated, including 
young survivors of  commercial sexual ex-
ploitation. World Congress II concluded 
with young people coming up with their 
own Declaration and the Yokohama Youth 
Appeal. (Download it from: http://www.
csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yoko-
hama/Outcome_documents/Young%20
People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20
Yokohama.pdf) 

Adolescents at the Congress had many 
opportunities to get to know each other 
and share stories with others from around 
the world. They shared the work of their 
organisations and groups and made many 
contacts that will enhance their own work 
in their communities and countries. This 
connection among adolescents seemed to 
empower them to draw ideas and solu-
tions from each others in new and prac-
tical ways.
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children for sexual exploitation, sexual exploita-
tion of children and adolescents in prostitution, 
children through travel and tourism, sexual ex-
ploitation of children through pornography and 
child abusive images, Internet crimes and new 
technologies. 

Theme 2 Legal issues relating to sexual exploita-
tion includes revising laws on sexual exploitation 
of children and adolescents in various countries, 
implementation of those laws through aware-
ness raising, provision of child friendly services 
and justice, procedures for special investigations, 
follow up of the effect of those laws, and so on. 

Theme3 Making policies work well toge-
ther across sectors means that various go-
vernment departments at different levels, 
including the justice system and police, are 

able to work together to end the sexu-
al exploitation of children and adolescents.  

Theme4 The role of businesses, banks and 
corporations involves looking at how the pri-
vate sector can promote good ways of doing 
business that helps society, in particular, helps 
to end the sexual exploitation of children  
and adolescents. 

Theme5 Governments, organisations and 
groups working together at the international 
level means that various agencies working to 
end the sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents come together to stop cross-bor-
der crimes, share information, support children 
who have experienced sexual exploitation and 
follow up on the commitments made at pre-
vious World Congresses. 
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Child-friendly papers are available on the 
following issues  
- Child Trafficking for Sexual Purposes  
- Sexual Exploitation of Children in Tourism  
- Child Pornography and Sexual Exploitation 
of Children Online  
- Online Child Sexual Abuse: The 
Law Enforcement Response

You can download these four papers from: 
 http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/in-
dex.php. 

A child friendly paper on ‘Private Sector Roles 
and Responsibilities to End Sexual Exploitation 
of Children’ is also available. You can down-
load this from: http://www.stopx.org/stopx/
wp-content/uploads/a-paper-for-children-
and-adolescents.pdf 

A child friendly paper on ‘International agre-
ements made by Governments to end sexual 
exploitation of children’ is available shortly on: 
StopX.org. 

WHAT DID WORLD CONGRESS III 
RESULT IN? 

World Congress III resulted in The Rio de Janei-
ro Pact to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation 
of Children and Adolescents, also known as the 
“Outcome Document of World Congress III”. 
This Outcome Document is a summary of all 
the things that were discussed and promised 
during World Congress III and during country/
regional preparatory processes. It is expected 
that all governments and agencies at the me-
eting will follow up on the promises outlined 
in the Outcome Document. Children and ado-
lescents had a say in the drafting of this docu-
ment – directly and indirectly. Two adolescents 

nominated in the Preparatory Forum influen-
ced the Outcome Document by participating 
as members of the drafting committee (this is a 
group of people responsible for developing the 
Outcome Document that included representa-
tives from the Government of Brazil, UNICEF, 
ECPAT and other NGOs) during the Congress. 
Children and adolescents also influenced the 
Outcome Document by actively taking part in 
all the discussions during the World Congress 
III. Recommendations coming from children 
and adolescents during regional and national 
consultations were also considered in the wri-
ting of the Outcome Document. 

This is evident in when the Rio de Janeiro Pact 
declares:

We recognise the participation 
of children and adolescents at 

World Congress III and the impor-
tance of the significant contribution 
they have made and will continue to 
make in preventing and stopping the 
sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents.

HOW DID CHILDREN AND  
ADOLESCENTS PARTICIPATE IN 
WORLD CONGRESS III? 

The intention of involving children and adoles-
cents in World Congress III was to learn from 
their insights and also from the solutions that 
they have to offer. The idea was to recognise 
their voices and actions to end sexual exploita-
tion of children and adolescents. For this, it was 
important to involve children and adolescents in 
all stages leading to the Congress. 
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Before the World Congress III, regional and na-
tional meetings were held to allow people from 
specific regions to come together to discuss 
their ideas. Other meetings were held to dis-
cuss specific themes. Where possible, children 
and adolescents were involved in these meetin-
gs in preparation for the Congress. 

Here they were able to discuss issues which were 
most important in their particular regions and 
nations. In regional meetings, children and ado-
lescents democratically selected or elected their 
representatives to take part in World Congress 
III. Go to: http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCon-
gressIII/index.php to read children and adoles-
cents’ declarations at the regional meetings. 

An online consultation tool was developed for 
children and adolescents to share their views on 
World Congress’s preparation and its five the-
mes. StopX.org, a website, was also launched 
to create an online meeting place and discussion 
forum for children and adolescents on the World 
Congress III and its themes. 

The children and adolescents, selected or elec-
ted, from the regional meetings across the 
world, took part in a CHILDREN AND ADO-
LESCENTS PREPARATORY FORUM. This was a 
meeting that took place on 24 and 25 Novem-
ber 2008 in Rio de Janeiro. The purpose of the 
meeting was to prepare children and adoles-
cents for their effective participation at World 
Congress III and its side events. (You can read 
about what happened at this meeting in the 
pages ahead.) Here children and adolescents 
could choose their representatives to speak du-
ring the various opportunities at World Con-
gress III; they could collectively decide on their 
recommendations and call for action; and also 
learn about using different tools to overcome 

communication barriers. This led to a more me-
aningful participation of children and adoles-
cents throughout the World Congress III. 

The number of children and adolescents from 
so many different countries brought at all times 
a sense of diversity. They came with new and 
creative ideas, voices and approaches, which 
were heard throughout the Congress. This ad-
ded value in various key moments of the Con-
gress as outlined below.

At the Congress, children and adolescents 
participated as panellists to talk about their 
actions and recommendations to end sexual 
exploitation in the five thematic panel discus-
sions. They took part in the workshops, dis-
cussions and dialogues following each of the 
panel discussions. They also worked closely 
with the World Congress III Outcome Docu-
ment Drafting Committee to ensure their re-
commendations were part of the final Outco-
me Document. They took part in the official 
opening and closing ceremonies including the 
opening and closing Congress press conferen-
ces and other media interactions. Children and 
adolescents had their own “Adolescent Space” 
in which they developed various exhibits for 
the Congress. They were effectively able to use 
the Adolescent Space to create videos, radio 
shows, blogs and articles on their experience 
at the World Congress III and their views and 
recommendations to stop sexual exploitation 
of children and adolescents. (Read more about 
how children and adolescents participated in 
the World Congress III in Section 3). 

You may also want to read some key do-
cuments that helped the children and ado-
lescents prepare for World Congress III.  
These were: 
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• Information Kit for Children and Adolescents’ 
Participating at World Congress III against Se-
xual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents: 
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/PDF/
Resources/WCIII_ToolKit_eng.pdf 

• Learning more about World Congress III: 
Questions and Answers for children and ado-
lescents: www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/
CYP-brochure.pdf 

• Introduction to the five themes of the World 
Congress III: http://www.unicef-irc.org 

• Child Friendly Thematic Papers:  
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/in-
dex.php 

• ‘What is Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children? Definitions for Young People: http://
www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20
Friendly%20Definitions%20CSEC.pdf 

• Do look out for the Adolescent Friendly Ver-
sion of the World Congress III Outcome Docu-
ment post April 2009 at: StopX.org.
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