Project to Increase the Coverage and Quality of Healthcare (PRICCAS)

Strategic alliance between UNICEF, the Canadian Government and the
Ministry of Health and Sports

Documents from the PRICCAS baseline study.

T he PRICCAS project works to increase the coverage and quality
of healthcare, within the framework of UNICEF's cooperation
with the Bolivian government, and with financing from the Canadian
government. The aim of the project is to help Bolivians living in Beni,
Pando and Oruro to improve their welfare and wellbeing, and to be
able to count on strengthened healthcare services in terms of
management, responsibility, efficiency and equity; mainly providing
access to quality primary health care for mothers and children.

The main challenges are to ensure universal access to quality,
equitable health care and to strengthen the capacities of healthcare
institutions at all levels.

The implementation strategies are as follows:

1. Strengthening the institutional solidity of the Ministry of
Healtﬁ and Sports at all levels, including support to health
policy, human resources training and the search for and
consolidation of strategic alliances at local level;

2. Social mobilisation and communication to promote health
and nutrition within a rights-based framework; and

3. Selective delivery of services and supplies according to local
needs and epidemiological situations.

The actions planned for this mobilisation and communication strategy
include the publishing of research studies and
educational/informational materials and creating a Diploma Course
for Strategic Communications in Public Health in Oruro, Beni and
Pando, under agreement with the Greater San Andres University
(UMSA) of La Paz.

Baseline study

Last year, UNICEF's PRICCAS project published its Baseline Research
series on the project covering the Departments of Oruro, Beni and
Pando.

The project’s baseline study helped clarify the health situation in
Oruro, Beni and Pando and to define the indicators to be used
when monitoring and evaluating its actions. It can also be used as
a source of timely and reliable information to aid in decision making
in those sectors that work for the development of women and
children in Bolivia.

Diploma Course on Strategic Communications in Public Health
produces healthcare professionals in Oruro

On 11th March 2008 the Greater San Andres University, UNICEF
and the Oruro SEDES acknowledged the achievement of 28
healthcare professionals from the rural areas of Oruro Department

raduating from the Diploma Course on Strategic Communications
in Public health.

The purpose of the diploma course was to qualify the communication
skills and abilities of health workers, and thus promote improved
services based on social mobilisation, education, leadership and
sensitivity.

During the commencement ceremonies, Oruro SEDES director
Gregorio Ayllon stated, “Now we are consolidating a change in focus
for the health sector. It has now gone from a mere assistance-
oriented view to one that included prevention and promotion in
a way that seeks to improve and maintain the welfbeing of the
people.”

The Diploma Course is a semi-distance course. The in-house classes
were accompanied by follow-up and supervision on projects and
products. The course will be offered in Trinidad, and Cobija Pando
during coming months.

Students fram the Diploma Course for Strategic Communications in Public Health offered in Orurg,
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Child malnutrition and health are central issues for the Bolivian Government

UNICEF launches its
State of the World's Children 2008: Child Survival

n 27" March, Vice-president of the Republic of Bolivia, Alvaro

Garcfa Linera, Presidential Minister Juan Ramén Quintana and
Minister of Health and Sport Walter Selum joined UNICEF at the
Government Palace to launch its State of the World's Children 2008:
Child Survival.

UNICEF Representative Gordon Jonathan Lewis presented the report,
while Health Minister Walter Selum presented Bolivia’s report on
Progress towards Eradicating Child Malnutrition in Bolivia.

The State of the World's Children 2008 reveals a worldwide drop in
the mortality rate for children under 5: almost 60% since 1960. It also
describes the efficacy of simple, accessible methods for saving lives
and contributing to the reduction in infant mortality in recent years.
It also points out the need to do much more in terms of providing
greater access to treatments for and prevention of devastating illnesses
such as pneumonia, diarrhoea, rickets, severe malnutrition and
HIV/AIDS.

“It is fundamentally important to involve families in appropriate care
techniques and in their own health care and nutrition. We must also
foster the relationships between local communities and health services,
stimulate the demand for quality health services and provide service
to the most isolated and excluded sectors of the population,” stated
Gordon Jonathan Lewis, UNICEF Representative.

“In Bolivia, mortality for under-fives has dropped from 131 per thousand
live births in 1989 - according to ENDSA information from 2003 - to
75 per thousand, which tells us that 17,252 children die each year.
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This gives us an average 47 deaths per day for children under five
years old”, emphasised Lewis.

Health Minister Walter Selum presented the advances made through
the multi-sector programme entitled Malnutrition Zero. It was
launched on 26th June 2007 “to change the country’s existing
figures, where one in four children under age two suffer from
malnutrition.”

“In recent years, the Bolivian State has made significant progress
towards improving eating and nutrition habits. This has happened
through passing the Breastfeeding Law, strengthening the Child
Friendly Hospitals Initiative in seven departments, and promoting
food and micronutrient supplements for pregnant women and
children under five with Nutribebe, which is distributed in over 60
municipalities throughout the country,” highlighted Minister Selum.

At the close of the event, Vice-president Alvaro Garcfa Linera stated
that “With these figures presented by the UNICEF Representative
and the Minister of Health on infant and child mortality due to
preventable causes in Bolivia, no worthy public servant could sleep
nights without doing something. Therefore, we must make greater
efforts to change these figures and save the lives of thousands of
Bolivian children”

“Malnutrition Zero and children’s health are topics that the Bolivian
Government must view as issues that deal with the dignity of all
Bolivians. Our obligation to Bolivians and their health is through
infrastructure, healthcare, nutrients and appropriate food and
nutrition habits practices. This is not merely a question of public
will, but one of ensuring better days for our most vulnerable
populations,” concluded Vice-president Garcia Linera.
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