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Recommended targets for national action 2008-2011


REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION FOR CHILDREN 2002-2015

	GOALS
	STRATEGY
	SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS
	Priority Actions

2008 - 11
	WFC COMMITMENTS & MDGS TARGETED

	
	
	2003-6
	Progress by end 2007
	
	

	Comprehensive, sustainable and effective early childhood development programmes in all member states 

Reference; Regional Action Plan for Early Childhood Education and Development approved by COHSOD VII October 2002
	Promote and facilitate policy, legislation and administrative reform to ensure quality of services

Capacity building among policy makers, parents and practitioners

Advocacy and public sensitisation of the importance of investment in early childhood development
	Completion in all Member States of legislative reform to ensure quality of care provided in Early Childhood Institutions (ECD: Caribbean Plan of Action 2002-2006)

Design and dissemination of service standards and regulatory systems for implementation in all Member States (ECD: Caribbean Plan of Action 2002-2006)

Programmes available in all Member States for the certification of Early Childhood Care Givers (ECD: Caribbean Plan of Action 2002-2006)

Development and implementation in all Member States of multi-sectoral programmes for the early prevention and detection of developmental and learning disabilities (CCHII / III Goals)
	4 
  countries have completed policies; 3
 countries are consulting on draft policies; All other countries are at varying stages of including ECD in draft national plans or policies 

3
 countries have legally binding standards; 1
 country has commenced implementation of a regulatory system; All other countries have draft standards and regulatory systems at varying stages of development 
6
 countries provide qualification training for early childhood teachers; 3 countries require some post secondary training for lead staff at pre schools
 and 2 countries 
 require it for lead staff at day care centres; Member States supported by the CARICOM Regional Qualifications Framework which includes the early childhood workforce
Member States in process of developing early detection and prevention services for early detection of developmental problems and learning disabilities 
	BY 2011: 

1.Member States develop and formally adopt comprehensive ECD policies with legislative and administrative reforms required for policy implementation  

2. Member States develop, establish and implement national ECD regulatory frameworks with standards for early childhood services in keeping with CARICOM guidelines.
3. Member States establish mechanisms where necessary (in-country or in cooperation with neighbouring countries) to provide:
 - early childhood teacher training and qualification and

-  early childhood caregiver training and certification 

4.  A regional strategy is developed to strengthen the capacity of countries to establish special mechanisms for increasing access of children in vulnerable and poor populations to early detection and prevention services 
	WFC: 7. 4;




	GOALS
	STRATEGY
	SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS
	Priority Actions

2008 - 11
	WFC COMMITMENTS & MDGS TARGETED

	
	
	2003-6
	Progress by end 2007
	
	

	Comprehensive, sustainable and effective early childhood development programmes in all member states (continued….) 


	To expand access to quality early childhood services to all children, especially those in poverty and who are vulnerable 
	Member States committed to set targets for the expansion of access by children under the age of 8 years old to early childhood care, pre-primary and primary education (ECD: Caribbean Plan of Action July 1997, Heads of Government meeting, Montego Bay)


	 All children in the Region have access to primary school from the age of six years and in the majority of States, access is from 5 years of age

Access to pre primary services in pre schools and early childhood centres for children over the age of 3 years varies between 55% and 95% according to demand for and availability of services.

Access for children birth to 3 years of age varies according to demand and to supply; participation varies across the region between 2% and 53%.

87% of services are provided by the private sector requiring that parents make a financial contribution; access is very limited therefore by children living in poverty and by those who are vulnerable

Access to services of quality is constrained by the lack of resources in the pre primary sector and the capacity of the private sector to raise the funds required from parental contributions. 
	5. Member States to develop and adopt strategic plans for increasing access to quality early childhood services by all children with priority for the needs and circumstances of children in poverty and those who are vulnerable.

6. Member States to ensure that the access to quality education in the first two years of primary school is improved by the provision of early childhood trained teachers and appropriate staff child ratios 

7. A regional policy is developed to mandate at least one year of early childhood education prior to formal primary schooling by lowering the age of access to universal education by one year 

8. A regional strategy is developed to address the needs of children birth to three years of age for development and care services in a multi disciplinary framework

	WFC: 7. 4;



	Protection of children against abuse, exploitation, violence, child labour including worst forms, discrimination and neglect in all Member States
	Development of comprehensive policies and strengthening of the legislative and administrative systems, as well as measures to ensure the provision of basic services;

Capacity building among policy-makers, parents and practitioners


	Development of a model Declaration of Guiding Principles for application in all child protection matters for use in all Member States;

Development of a model Child Abuse Protocol for use in all Member States

Promotion of, and support for the development of a holistic legal framework which incorporates all child specific legislation in 30% of Member States (based on a comprehensive review of best practices including the experiences of Belize)

Compliance with Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international agreements achieved through support for legal reform in 30% of Member States;

Strengthening of social service interventions through the provision of training for professionals.

The introduction of public and parental education on violence against children and sexual exploitation


	Declaration is yet to be developed, but is on the agenda of the CARICOM Working Group on Child Protection which was established in 2007.

Individual countries are in the process of developing and using Child Abuse Reporting Protocols.

Legislative reform is progressing in Jamaica, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago and the OECS.

At least four countries are undertaking a systematic service quality improvement programme in line with reformed legislative framework.
Ad hoc training has been made available to professionals in Member States.

Public and parent education being promoted through early childhood development, HFLE and child abuse awareness programming. 


	BY 2011:

9. The CARICOM   Declaration of Guiding Principles for application in all Child Protection matters developed and adopted
10. A regional strategy for child abuse detection, response and reporting developed and adopted

11. Member States pursue a comprehensive legislative reform agenda aimed at harmonization of legislation affecting children based on the Convention of the Rights of the Child and other international human rights based instruments.

12.  Member States develop a national policy framework for parenting education and support

	WFC:7.4; 7.6; 7.2

	Protection of children against abuse, exploitation, violence, child labour including worst forms, discrimination and neglect in all Member States (continued….)
	Capacity building among policy-makers, parents and practitioners cont’d.

More effective services for children at risk, differently - able children, indigenous and other vulnerable groups such as working children 
	Designation/Establishment of responsible entity to deal with child labour and promote better understanding of the definition of child labour and worst forms of child labour, consistent with ILO standards.

Development and operationalisation in 60% of Member States of early screening and treatment systems for disabilities from prenatal/postnatal period onwards 

Promotion of the introduction of facilities for differently- able;

Support for the strengthening of Community-based Rehabilitation (CBR) Programmes in all Member States

Increase and strengthening of the skills and expertise of teachers to more effectively deal with children with special learning needs and with/affected by HIV/AIDS, abused children, children exposed to exploitation for labour and sexual abuse 

Public education to change negative cultural attitudes to disabled, minority groups


	Member States with increased capacity to better understand the importance of key stakeholders’ coordination in defining and responding to child labour, and especially the Worst Forms of Child Labour in the Caribbean through participation in a Regional Workshop on Child Labour Conventions.
Though many countries have relevant approved or draft policies on early screening, treatment systems and the provision of community-based rehabilitation systems, the challenge of effective and consistent implementation remains across Member States and leaving too many without access to affordable services, and with the need to appeal to the goodwill of the public for financial assistance.

Efforts are being made to ensure that teachers are increasingly prepared to support their young students through their individual challenges.

Event-driven promotion of the rights and needs of persons with disabilities is prevalent throughout the region


	By 2011:

13. Member States to have a responsible entity and national policy dealing with child labour and its worst forms.

14.  Regional Task Force for Persons with Disabilities established and strategies developed to ensure that rights of children with disabilities are met.

15. Member States incorporate specialized sessions on working with vulnerable children in their Teacher Training Colleges and in in-service training programmes.

16.   Member States adopt a multi-faceted social mobilization process to promote positive behavioural change towards treatment of persons with disabilities and minority groups.


	

	Protection of children against abuse, exploitation, violence, child labour including worst forms, discrimination and neglect in all Member States (continued….)
	Comprehensive approach to the management of risk factors and the strengthening of poverty reduction strategies 
tilizing inter-sectoral approaches and best practices;


	Evaluation of the impact of poverty reduction strategies

Development of systems for the identification and tracking of vulnerable children and youth

Targeting children at risk as a key strategy to breaking cycle of poverty through rights based approach. 
	Recommendation  of a social floor for CSME in which the elimination of child labour is featured

Conditional Cash Transfer programme, the PATH Programme, established in Jamaica for primary school aged children.  Conditions include school attendance and regular health check ups at the clinics.

Development of child monitoring databases in some Member Countries
	By 2011:

17. All Member States to develop an early warning and multi-service response system for vulnerable children (recommendation from CARICOM Boys and Education Conference, November 2007)
18. Member States develop or expand and strengthen social protection systems inclusive of conditional cash transfers, means tested scholarships and other mechanisms to reduce educational costs aimed at keeping children in schools (recommendation from CARICOM Boys and Education Conference, November 2007)

	WFC # 2

	
	Research


	Agenda to determined 
	Action research conducted on children affected by migration, children without adequate parental care and justice for children.
	19. Member States support a CARICOM regional research agenda to ensure that social policy formulation in the Caribbean is evidence-based.


	

	Reduction in infant and under 5 mortality  
	Build on the achievements by strengthening and expanding existing services based on best practices (CCH II /III)

Utilization and maintenance of effective perinatal, infant and immunization surveillance systems.

Increase in the number of births attended by skilled health personnel. 

Extensive use of the “Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses” strategy.

Introduction of exclusive breast feeding programmes based on the experiences of Belize


	Reduction in the prevalence of childhood malnutrition by 50% of the 2000 level by 2006.

Reduction in the infant mortality rate by 50% of the 2000 level by 2006.

Maintenance of over 90% immunization levels with respect to all immunizable diseases in Member States by 2005


	Member States are engaged in the development of the Caribbean Cooperation in Health Initiative 3 (CCHII/III) to improve the health of Caribbean peoples and it will have targets/indicators for common areas across the region for inter alia reducing chronic non communicable diseases (NCDs), infant mortality and child mortality, improving food safety and nutrition, establishing targets for reducing the incidence of obesity and promoting family and community health services. 

	20. Member States to implement regionally agreed  targets under the CCH/III in collaboration with the relevant sectors under the auspice of National COHSODS


	WFC: 7.4; 

MDG: # 4; #5

	Reduction by three quarters of the maternal mortality ratio 


	Maintenance of good health in all women in the reproductive age group. 

Increase in the number of births attended by skilled health personnel.

Maintain age appropriate level of immunization among women in the reproductive age group.

Provide effective education that will limit teenage pregnancies.

	Reduce maternal mortality by 50% by 2006.

Ensure that all girls are appropriately immunized at the time of entry into secondary schools.
	Member States are engaged in the development of the Caribbean Cooperation in Health Initiative 3 (CCHII/III) to improve the health of Caribbean peoples and it will have targets/indicators for common areas across the region for inter alia reducing non communicable diseases (NCDs), infant mortality and child mortality, improving food safety and nutrition, establishing targets for reducing the incidence of obesity and promoting family and community health services. 

	20. (continued…..)

	Corresponds with MDG # 5.



	Halting by 2015 and complete reversal of the spread of HIV/AIDS  
	Assess the status of all MTCT programs in all CARICOM countries and provide pMTCT services to all pregnant mothers who test positive.

Conduct HIV sero-prevalence studies in all high risk groups.

Increase condom rate in all high risk populations.

Reduction of number of children at risk of being infected with HIV/AIDS through the MTCT program.

Provide voluntary counseling and testing services in Member States.

Provide Health Education/ Risk reduction (HE/RR) services to the population.

Provide ARV regimens to all mothers and their children in a bid to reduce number of children orphaned.Prevention of mother to child transmission;

Care and support for children infected with HIV/AIDS
	Complete all assessment of Member States in terms of pMTCT status by end 2004.

Conduct sero-prevalence studies in Member States by 2005.

Provide on-going health education and risk reduction sessions to all women in the reproductive age group.

Provide ARV regimens to all mothers and their children as indicated in the MTCT protocols by 2006.

Development of model regional policy framework that ensures non-discrimination and protection of human rights, for consideration at national level


	PMTCT Programmes assessed in several member states 

The region was successful in negotiating a reduction in the prices paid for ARVs

Some countries (e.g. the Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba and Jamaica) have shown falls in mortality rates as a result of improved access to anti-retroviral treatment (ART). However it is estimated that only 50% of those in need of ARVs are currently being reached in the Caribbean.

80% of mothers and children receiving ARV regimens as indicated by MTCT protocol (Source: PMTCT report card 200)) 
	BY 2011 priority actions for children under PANCAP agreements are achieved, viz: 

21. Universal access to HIV testing and counselling services ensured through implementation of provider initiated (rapid) testing and counselling

22. Healthy and responsible sexual behaviour, attitudes and practice promoted and increased through innovative behavioural change communication strategies

23. Universal Access to Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission Services (PMTCT) services including PMTCT+

24. Universal access to ARV treatment achieved through widely available and accessible services and increased adherence to treatment and care 
25. Availability of ARV and treatment drugs including Paediatric formulations for all children in need are secured.

.
	WFC: #7.8

MDG: # 6



	Sustaining the advances made in the realisation of health and education targets /goals   and children’s rights 


	Promotion of healthy life styles

Promotion of strong Family Units 

Special focus on Teenage pregnancies

Involvement of Civil Society

Children and Youth participation

Incorporation of gender socialisation issues 
	HFLE: Core curriculum and modules for schools;

Teacher training programmes introduced in all teacher training institutions; 

Parent education programmes

National Policies in all Member States


	Port of Spain Declaration Uniting to Stop the Epidemic of Chronic Non Communicable Diseases NCDs. Member States agreed to:

- ban the sale of tobacco products to children

- ensure that the education sectors promote programmes aimed at providing healthy school meals

-  promote healthy eating

- mandate the re-introduction of physical education in schools where necessary

- provide incentives and resources to effect this policy

The Caribbean Cooperation in Health Initiative (CCHII) III is in development and will have targets for infants, children and adolescents for reducing NCDs, promoting food and nutrition, family and community health services.
Port-of-Spain Declaration on the Education Sector’s Response to HIV and AIDS of CARICOM Ministers of Education (June 2006) 

Roseau Declaration on the Education Sector’s Response to HIV & AIDS of OECS Ministers of Education (Jan 2007

Teacher training programmes for HFLE established in Tertiary level institutions in Belize and Jamaica

HFLE Policies ratified in 6 member states 


	BY 2009:

26. Member States to develop inter sectoral implementation plans for operationalising the Port of Spain Declaration “Uniting to Stop the Epidemic of Chronic NCDs” 
BY 2011: 

27. Member States in the Caribbean have introduced over arching education sector HIV policies

28. Secure access to youth friendly services (reproductive health, mental health, nutrition services) established for peer educators and for students who are sexually active.

29. Curriculum development and education programmes based on effective strategies for behaviour change, skills development and participatory learning, all set in the context of health promotion for responsible lifestyles developed
30. 80% of primary, secondary and tertiary level students participate in well designed gender-sensitive health and family life skills and HIV/STI prevention education programmes

31. Each school student receives a minimum of 30 hours of HFLE lessons per year


	WFC: # 7.3; # 7.4; #7.5



	Sustaining the advances made in the realisation of health and education targets /goals   and children’s rights  (continuing…)

	
	Parenting education: Support for parenting education programmes through the provision of technical support and the involvement of civil society

Mental health /Drug Demand Reduction:

Support for the implementation of the Regional Drug Demand Reduction strategy approved by COHSOD VII

Reproductive health
	
	BY 2011: 

32. Regional Guidelines for the Care of HIV affected and infected children in use in every Member State

33. Model policy for social protection adequately addressing the rights of orphans and other vulnerable children developed and ready for adaptation/adoption by member countries.

34. Member States HIV policy making, programme design and planning on children and young people is based on more empirical information gained through various types of research including epidemiological, behavioural, economic, operational and innovative research.
	

	
	Development of information and monitoring systems 


	Establishment of information and monitoring systems established in all Member States
	
	35. By 2011, Regional Research and Best Practice Clearing House on adolescent and youth established and housed in CARICOM (agreement coming out of the Interagency Steering Committee on Youth) 


	

	
	Support and promote research
	Programmes conducted to support implementation gender socialisation
	
	36. By 2011, Include gender socialization approaches in parenting education and support services/interventions in cooperation with regional agencies such as Parenting Partners Caribbean  (recommendation from CARICOM Boys and education Conference November 2007)
	

	Retention of children in school system until the secondary graduation

(Reference: Report of Working Group of COHSOD VII, October 2003)
	Research on teacher attitudes and behaviours to boys within system need to be examined as factor in discouraging male performance

Re-examination of approaches which encourage rigid “gendering” of secondary and tech/voc courses 

Special attention for vulnerable children 

Development of computer competencies for all children


	Identification and development of strategies for increasing retention and improving performance of boys in the education system

Regional protocol for teen mothers’ return to school

The introduction of compulsory courses Gender in Education’ for all Teacher Trainees


	Regional Conference on Boys and Education conducted with recommendations tabled to COSHOD 
	BY 2011:

37. Member States have designed and implemented a minimum package of interventions aimed at keeping boys in the education system and re-integration of those boys who have already dropped out. (recommendation from CARICOM Boys and education Conference November 2007)
38. Gender sensitization training for education policy makers, managers and teachers incorporated into training curriculum (recommendation from CARICOM Boys and education Conference November 2007)
39. Structured programmes in Information Technology available in at least 50% of secondary schools across member states (recommendation from CARICOM Boys and education Conference November 2007
	WFC: # 7.2



	Promotion of a culture of respect for the rights of children and for ensuring a safe, stable and secure environment for children
	Advocacy, Networking and public education

Research
	Programme to be elaborated.
	Establishment of CARICOM Commission on Youth Development

Development and implementation of regional strategy for Youth Development 

COHSOD on Youth held in October 2007 
U.N Secretary General’s Report on Violence and Children considered
Advocacy committee established.  Terms of reference focused on HIV/AIDS, HFLE, child protection and early childhood development.
	40. By 2009, Comprehensive situation analysis of Adolescents and Youth completed with recommendations tabled to Heads of Government 

BY 2011:

41. 50% of Member States have adopted and implemented the Child and Adolescent Friendly School and Communities concept. 

42. Member States have established comprehensive, multi-sectoral programmes to promote children and youth participation in governance  and to address crime and violence

43. Ensure Universal Birth Registration in all Member States 

44. Member States participate in a Regional Task Force on the Right to Identity and Universal Birth Registration, to be endorsed by Heads of Government in July 2008 and to report in early 2009 
	WFC: #7.1;  #7.3;  #7.6;  #7.9;


ADDENDUM to the REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION FOR CHILDREN 2002-2015 

Core issue considered by the COHSOD:

1. The extremely serious impact of climate change driving deterioration of conditions in the region: Even in the absence of climate change the Caribbean is vulnerable to climate sensitive-hazards such as floods, droughts, hurricanes and storm surges. Climate change will amplify both the magnitude of the hazards and their consequential impacts on children, through for example:

· drowning and injury from floods, hurricanes;

· freshwater shortages from drought and changed spatial distribution of rainfall;

· infrastructural damage and losses from sea level rise, hurricanes and storm surge;

· crop failure and the potential effect on nutrition from delayed rains and drought;

· reduced abundance and diversity of fish and implications for nutrition from rise in sea temperatures

2. The consequences of climate change and emergencies that children born today will have to face by the time they become adults, if not before: children experience loss of school time and the consequences of reduced education opportunities for lowered life chances; they will experience negative impacts to human health and sanitation; they will need to adjust and ‘readjust’ to displacement, migration, separation from parents and friends, loss of community, change/loss of identity, and also to economic changes for families such as not being able to pay for food and medicines. The rising incidence of conflict fuelled by displaced populations facing shortages in essential items like food and water threatens to destabilize the social and economic fabric of Caribbean countries 


Recommendations for 2008 to 2011: 

1. Design and manage shelters with children’s needs in mind: Shelters must provide not only a place of safety and refuge, but a source of structured activity and stimulation, normal routines and care, for children.   Services to children in shelters can serve a dual purpose to distract and engage children and to give parents time/space needed to get organized and to start rebuilding
2. Prepare disaster prevention with the participation of children: disaster prevention is as applicable to programming for children, as it is to adults: children should be educated from early about the realities of natural hazards and climate change which will confront them for their entire lives.  Educate the public, particularly parents, on the needs of children in emergencies and how these needs can be addressed.  Children must be trained to play active rather than passive roles. This will help to build resilience to cope at the regional, national, community and family level.

3. Include in early childhood and school curricula HOW climate change and disasters will impact us ALL: Information must therefore be disseminated across a range of modules and disciplines (not confined for example, to geography and social studies) from a young age so children are fully aware from an early age how to look after themselves, each other and their immediate environments and to avoid disease and injury to themselves and others.

4. Develop a monitoring framework to support and sustain the care, education and psycho- social recovery of children following emergencies 

5. Governments to analyse the anticipated impacts of climate change on children  as a HUMAN DEVELOPMENT ISSUE to project adaptation and mitigation measures needed and to programme for them. Each Government needs to establish what its country is up against facing the impact of climate change. This will include the potential impacts of climate change on each CARICOM member country through a review of the Initial National Communication submitted by each country to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat.  Also, an assessment to be undertaken of the implications of these potential climate change impacts for the development of children 

6. CARICOM to provide intra-regional coordination to capacity building efforts to meet the needs of children affected by climate change and to ensure cooperation in the development and the exchange of inputs to training, curricula, programming initiatives and public education 

References:

The Mauritius Strategy for the further implementation of the programme of action for the sustainability development of small island developing states, 13th January, 2005

Report of the OECS Workshop on Children affected by emergencies, July 2007, St Georges, Grenada

Climate Change and Children, 12th December 2007, launched in Bali
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� Barbados, Bahamas





PAGE  
14

