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Glossary
4Ps
The four programme areas articulated in Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS
AIDS



Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
ANC
Antenatal Care

HIV



Human Immunodeficiency Virus
MDGs



Millennium Development Goals

MTCT



Mother-to-child transmission

OVCs



Other Vulnerable Children
PANCAP


Pan-Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS
PMTCT


Prevention of Mother- to-Child Transmission (of HIV)
STIs



Sexually Transmitted Infections

UNICEF


United Nations Children Fund

VCT



Voluntary Counselling and Testing

Introduction

The mandate to monitor and report on progress towards the reduction of the impact and spread of HIV/AIDS by “putting the ‘missing face’ of children at the centre of the global HIV/AIDS agenda emerged from Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS launched  in October 2005. 
If countries are to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and in particular MDG 6, which is to halt and reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS, it is critical that national governments integrate programmes aimed at reducing the impact of HIV and AIDS on children into policies and programmes aimed at enhancing the overall well-being of children. 

This report presents national data on the status of children and AIDS in Montserrat
 and assesses national progress towards the goals and targets associated with Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS.

These goals and targets cover four (4) programme areas as listed below:
The Programmes for children – the 4Ps:

1. Prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV

· Offer appropriate services to 80 percent of women in need by 2010

2. Provide paediatric support

· Provide either antiretroviral treatment or cotrimoxazole, or both, to 80 percent of children in need, by 2010
3. Prevent infection among adolescents and young people

· Reduce the percentage of young people living HIV by 25 percent globally, by 2010
4. Protect and support children affected by HIV/AIDS

· Reach 80 percent of children in need, by 2010
This report finds that in the period under study Montserrat has had no cases of HIV infection among pregnant women tested for HIV and no cases of HIV-exposed babies. There is however no available data to assess progress on preventing infection among adolescents and young people and protecting and supporting orphans and other vulnerable children.
Methodology
Data were collected from UNICEF HIV/AIDS Focal Points via PMTCT and paediatric care Report Cards and 4Ps Report Cards and Check Lists. Supplementary information was obtained from internet sources and national publications. 
The Context

Montserrat is a British overseas territory located in the Leeward Islands. Its capital city, Plymouth, was destroyed and two-thirds of the island's population were forced to migrate because of an eruption of the previously dormant Soufriere Hills volcano that began in July, 1995.

The eruption continues today on a much reduced scale; the damage is confined to the areas around Plymouth including its docking facilities and the former W.H. Bramble Airport. This severe volcanic activity, adversely affected the economy. A devastating eruption in June 1997 led to the closure of the airports and seaports, resulting in further economic and social dislocation. Two-thirds of the 12,000 inhabitants left the island. Some began to return in 1998, but lack of available housing limited the number. 
The agriculture sector continued to be affected by the lack of suitable land for farming and the destruction of crops. Prospects for the economy depend largely on developments in relation to the volcanic activity and on public sector construction activity.
 The population is currently estimated to be 5,000.

Areas of concern among adolescents include mental health, especially violent behavior and the use of illegal substances, mainly marijuana. There is also a history of teenage pregnancies..

Montserrat has a relatively low sero-prevalence rate, yet given the small population size and uncertainty of the natural and socio-economic environment, interventions designed to enhance the well-being of the population must place great emphasis on HIV/AIDS programmes.  
Status at a Glance
Data for 2000 placed the cumulative total of HIV positive cases at 7, with 2 cases of AIDS.
 The adult prevalence rate of HIV stood at 0.5 at the end of 2006. 
There are a number of initiatives aimed at reducing and mitigating HIV and AIDS in Montserrat. Some PANCAP HIV/AIDS interventions ongoing in Montserrat are
:

i. HIV Peer Education Programme designed to:

- Increase knowledge of transmission of HIV and STIs;

- Assess knowledge, attitudes and practices regarding HIV;

- Youth peer education;

- Disseminate knowledge of HIV services.

ii. HIV Awareness and Sensitisation; objectives include.

- Empower youth with useful skills for healthy lifestyles

- Share practical strategies and activities with youth and adolescents to prevent HIV and  STIs.

Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT)
There were 7 Centres offering VCT in Montserrat in 2006. 676 persons accessed VCT services for HIV
 

Preventing mother-to-child transmission of HIV
Target: by 2010, offer appropriate services to 80 percent of women in need.

67 women sought ANC in 2005, all of these received PMTCT counseling. There is 100% ANC coverage on the island. 62 of the 67 ANC attendees (approximately 93%) were tested for HIV. Of those tested none had a sero-positive status.  Montserrat employs an “opt out” system for HIV testing at some of its centres.
In 2006, there were no diagnosed cases of HIV infection in pregnant women.

Despite a small population and low number of HIV cases, Montserrat is in the process of preparing a PMTCT policy for PMTCT to prevent or reduce the MTCT of HIV infection in children during pregnancy, labour and breast feeding. 
 
Providing paediatric treatment
Target: by 2010, provide either antiretroviral treatment or cotrimoxazole, or both, to 80 percent of children in need

There were no HIV-positive tests in 2005, therefore no newborns required treatment.
2006 statistics showed that there were no children who were exposed to HIV and no children from new-born to 14 years old living with HIV/AIDS in Montserrat.

The draft PMTCT policy advocates early detection of HIV infection in babies to allow for optimum care and a concomitant better quality of life should HIV infection be present. 
Preventing infection among adolescents and young people
Target: By 2010, provide either antiretroviral treatment or cotrimoxazole, or both, to 80 percent of children in need.
In 2006, there were no young people (aged 15-24 years) diagnosed with HIV. The survey on sexual knowledge, attitudes and practices of youth in Montserrat is in progress
In addition, there is no national policy on the prevention of HIV-infection among adolescents and youth. However, there are a number of programmes aimed at empowerment of young people.
Protecting and supporting children affected by AIDS
Target: By 2010, provide either antiretroviral treatment or cotrimoxazole, or both, to 80 percent of children in need.
There is at present no national policy on orphans and OVCs. 
There is little available data on orphans and other vulnerable children (OVCS) in Montserrat.  The 2006 data showed that no children (0-17 years old) lost one or both parents to AIDS.  
Assessment and Recommendations

Montserrat has a small population due to the emigration resulting from the activity of the Soufriere Hill volcano. As a result the numbers of those infected and affected by HIV are low. 
Data for 2005 and 2006 showed that there were no reported cases of HIV among ANC attendees who were tested for HIV. As a result there were no paediatric cases of HIV-exposed or HIV-infected` infants. Overall, there are no reported cases of paediatric AIDS in Montserrat. 

There is no data on knowledge, attitudes and practices of adolescents and youth but this should be available shortly upon completion of the (ongoing) assessment. There is also a data gap on the status of orphans and OVCs. It is therefore impossible to analyse progress towards preventing infection among adolescents and young people and protecting and supporting children affected by AIDS. 
The Government of Montserrat is in the process of preparing policy documents on PMTCT and paediaric care which will guide programmes for the reduction of the spread and impact of HIV/AIDS. In addition, the programmes geared at empowerment of youth and adolescents should impact positively on the well-being of children. 
Montserrat has undergone a number of setbacks, as a result of natural hazards, this may be one of the factors impacting on the mental health of adolescents. Programmes to reduce the spread of HIV must have  a strong component aimed at promoting a general sense of well-being in young persons. It  will also be critical that a national policy on orphans and OVCs be developed in the near future so as to avoid a reactive response.
Endnotes

� Refer to Annex for detailed country data on the four (4) programme areas articulated in Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS.


� Information on Montserrat adapted primarily from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montserrat


� “The World Factbook: Montserrat” https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/print/mh.html


�“Population of Montserrat”, http://population-of.com/en/Montserrat/


� “Pan American Health organization – Montserrat – Adolescents”, http://www.paho.org/English/DD/AIS/cp_500.htm


� “Pan American Health Organization”, http://www.paho.org/English/DD/AIS/cp_500.htm


� “Pan-Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS”,  http://www.pancap.org/pmatrix.php?country=10&query=Query&status=0 


� This figure is exclusive of data from 1 site offering rapid testing.


� Government of Montserrat – Ministry of Health Protocol – Draft.





