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The Social Welfare Services (SWS) which function under the Ministry of
Labour and Social Insurance of the Republic of Cyprus are the competent
authority for the preparation of this National Progress Report (NPR). The NRP
has been prepared with the cooperation and contribution of all interested actors,
that is, Government Sector, NGOs, Local Authorities, Voluntary bodies, Youth
Organisations. All stakeholders submitted written proposals which were taken

into consideration.

The preparation of the NRP has been based on the:

(a) National Report on Strategies for Social Protection and Social Inclusion
2006 - 2008,

(b) Cyprus Second Periodic Report 2003- Implementation of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child,

(c) Final Recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the
Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the

(d) National Plan of Action for Children 2000-2004.



2. Major National Actions taken for Children and towards the WFFC
targets since 2002

(a) Policies:

(i) The Government of the Republic of Cyprus has submitted a National Plan of
Action for Children for a 5 year period (2000-2004) which was based on the
principles of the Convention and the Declaration on the Survival, Protection and

Development of Children adopted by the world Summit on 1990.

(ii) In 2002 a Central Committee for the Implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) was created. The Committee comprises of
representatives from Government Authorities, NGOs and Youth Organisations.
It's responsibilities include, the preparation of proposals concerning the updating
of legislation to conform to the CRC, proposing of programmes and measures
concerning the safeguarding of children’s rights, promoting children’s awareness
concerning their rights, obtaining children's views and contributing to the
completion of periodic reports submitted to the UN .The Committee is financially

supported by the Government.

(iii) A National Action Plan for the Prevention and Handling of Criminality was
developed in 2005. This Plan aims at combating criminality through preventive
measures, actions and practices, as well as minimizing the recurrence and the
possibilities of committing crimes. According to the 1996 Juvenile Offender Law,
children under the age of 14 are highly protected, e.g. no child offender is
sentenced to imprisonment if there is another, more suitable way of punishment,
no child is arrested or interrogated at school and no child offender “comes near”

an adult offender.



(iv) A new National Action Plan for the period 2007-2013 is under preparation by
the Central Monitoring Committee for the Implementation of the CRC and will be
finalized by the beginning of 2007. It will be based on the principles of the
Convention and will be in line with the Cypriot legislation and policies. The NAP

will incorporate children’s views.

(v) The Ministry of Labour and Social Insurance has recently submitted a Bill to
the House of Representatives for the institutionalization of an Ombudsman for
the Protection of Children’s Rights.

(b) Programmes:

(i)According to the Violence in the Family Law, the handling of cases of child
abuse victims is undertaken by the Family Counselors working in the SWS. They
are responsible for the investigation of complaints, the arrangement of medical
examination, the safety and well being of the victims. They protect, support and

guide children that have been abused.

(i) A Manual of Interdepartmental Procedures — approved by the Council of
Ministers in 2002- provides a framework of rules and regulations under which
professionals, including employees of the SWS and the public sector in general,
as well as teachers, doctors and so on, cooperate and work together so as to
have the best possible results for the children.

(c) Leqislation:

During the period 2002-2006, new legislation and legislative reforms have been
introduced in the Cypriot Legislation in order to guarantee the improvement ,
enforcement and incorporation of the exercise of children’s rights and to conform



to the principles and provisions of the CRC and the protection of children, as
follows:

(i) Ratification in 2005, of the European Convention on the Exercise of Children's
Rights .

(ii) Ratification in 2006 , of the Optional Protocol on the CRC on the sale of
children , child prostitution and child pornography.

(iii) Amendment of the Violence in the Family —Prevention and Protection of
Victims- Law of 2000, in 2004.

(iv) Reform of the National Adoption Law of 1995 (currently under way) so as to
incorporate the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and the
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. The reform has been
undertaken by the International Reference Centre for the Rights of Children
Deprived of their Family, which is operated by the International Social Services.

(v) Introduction of community work in the context of the Law on Probation and
other Measures of Treating Offenders Law of 1996 , as an alternative to
punishment for persons (both children and adults) whose cases reach the court.
The offender must inform the court of his/her consent to the community
sanctions (or the court must secure the above consent) and the Court must be
satisfied that the offender is suitable to execute community sanctions, taking the
probation officer’s report into account.

The SWS have the overall responsibility of the programme and are responsible
for the preparation and submission of relevant reports to the court. The
Pancyprian Volunteerism Coordinative Council (PVCC), a Non-Government
agency, and the District Volunteerism Coordinative Councils (in the Districts of



Nicosia, Limassol, Larnaca, Pafos and Famagusta) employ 6 supervisors (paid
through a governmental grant) who are responsible for the supervision of
juvenile delinquents in executing their community service in selected non-
governmental programmes. Those programmes meet the criteria/requirements

set by the Social Welfare Services.

Age, gender, place of residence and work experience are among the
characteristics taken into account when selecting the programme for the

execution of community sanctions or measures.

(d) Social Maobilisation:

(i)The popularized version of the Convention named "The rights of the Child” is
published every year by the SWS and is distributed to all forth year elementary
students.

(i) The principles of the Convention have been embodied in the in-service

training for all professionals in the SWS, teachers, doctors , nurses e.t.c

(iii) Non-Governmental Organisations e.g. Child Support Association, operate
programmes which deal with the identification of problems of children and the
promotion of setting up mechanisms that will help children express their views

on their rights in the family, in school and in community.

3. Resource Trends for Children

Child care programmes are a priority to the Government of the Republic of
Cyprus when it comes to allocation of public resources . Although there is no
separate data concerning public expenditure for child care programmes, some

figures are indicative of the importance placed on them.



Social protection expenditure in 2003 was 18.3% of GDP compared to 16.2% in
2002. Social transfers reduced the risk of poverty by 13 percentage points in the
same year (2003). The main trends recorded by the 2003 FBS had shown that, in
comparison to the previous FBS of 1996/97, substantial improvement was made
both in the distribution of income and in the reduction of the risk of poverty.
Specifically,

v" The risk of poverty for persons in single-parent families fell from 41% to
22%.

v An increase of 25.6% in real incomes was recorded between 1997 and
2003.

v The Government subsidizes annually children’s programmes through
NGOs and Local Community Councils. A grant may vary from CY£2.000 to
CY£20.000 for each organization. The Social Welfare Services cooperate
with these organizations in order to develop and implement programmes
which conform to the government objectives and also to achieve better
utilization of public resources.

v" In 2005, 357 programmes for Family Care were operated by NGOs and
were subsidized by the state with the amount of CY£4.250,00 , compared
to CY£4.000,00 in 2004 and CY£3.900,00 in 2003. The state subsidization
is expected to increase by 3% in 2007.

v" Public assistance allowances increased by 6.6% between July 2003 and
July 2005. The current annual rate of allowance for basic needs is
CY£1.339 for every dependant over the age of 14 and CY£709 for every
dependant up to the age 14.

v" The right to public assistance is extended to single parents- they were
previously excluded.

¥ For single parent families, 50% of the net income from employment ,
subject to a maximum of CY£150 per month, is not taken into account

when determining the right to and the amount of public assistance.



A universal child benefit is payable to all families with children. Families
with low incomes receive additional benefit, which is means tested and
varies with the family’s income. For families having four or more children
the child benefit is higher than in the case of other families.

The current public health care system provides free-of-charge health care
to a large part of the population, such as government employees and
state officials, irrespective of their income, people entitled to free-of-
charge care and people entitled to health care at reduced fees. Families
having four or more children are entitled to free-of-charge health care

regardless of income.



4. Development and use of monitoring instruments to track

WFFC/MDG targets: (initiatives to monitor progress, routine reporting
systems)

The systematic collection, analysis and publication of social data, as well as
surveys and research are vital instruments for the monitoring of progress
towards the WFFC/MDG targets for every country. In Cyprus the competent
authority for dealing with statistical data is the Statistical Service of the
Ministry of Finance. Additionally, each Ministry/Department of the
Government collects its own statistical data in accordance with its individual

needs.

In 2002, the Central Committee for the Implementation of the CRC was set
up, following a decision of the Council of Ministers. Its main responsibilities
are, carrying out of surveys and research, collection and analysis of
information and data and preparation of several reports concerning children’s
rights.

An important development for Cyprus, in the area of monitoring and
observation, is the establishment of a Data Bank which is currently taking
place under the Central Monitoring Committee for the Implementation of the
CRC. This Data Bank is expected to be functional in 2007.

The Advisory Committee for the Prevention and Combat of Family Viclence, in
cooperation with all stakeholders, is in the process of creating a central

system for monitoring the cases of reported child abuse .



Government authorities, NGOs, mass media, local authorities, youth
organizations, other social institutions and politicians play an active role in the
dissemination of information, the raising of public awareness and hence the
creation of a supportive society towards the Implementation of the CRC in
Cyprus. It is well known that the involvement of all stakeholders leads to better
policies and practices for the best interest of children. In particular:

(i)The Pan Cyprian Coordinating Committee for the Protection and Welfare of the
Child (PCCPWC) organizes a "week of events” every year in November for the
promotion of a specific issue concerning children’s welfare and rights. A National
Conference also takes place, during this week, with the participation of children,
parents, NGOs, representatives of government authorities and other interested
parties.

(ii)In 2001 the "Children’s Parliament” was created following a suggestion of the
above mentioned Committee. The aim being the involvement of children
themselves in the decision-making process. During their meetings the children
discuss issues deriving from the National Conference and prepare reports with
their own views which are afterwards discussed at a special meeting of the
House of Representatives chaired by the President of the House of
Representatives.

(ii)Children in the care of SWS, are encouraged to participate in child
conferences, seminars and meetings in order to have the opportunity to express
their views, their feelings and wishes on issues of interest to them. This practice

is incorporated in the SWS guidelines for the protection of children.



(iv)Participation of children in Court hearings is enhanced and enabled via the
protection offered to them by the Violence in the Family Law which allows the

use of audiovisual electronic means for purposes of testimonies and so on.

(v)The Convention on the Exercise of the Rights of the Child ratified in 2005 in
Cyprus, safequards the participation of children in Court hearings in cases of
adoption, custody, maltreatment and neglect, by the appointment of a Child’s

Representative.
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