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Press release

Role of elected officials key to protecting children from violence, abuse and exploitation

The Speaker of the Albanian Parliament Mrs Josefina Topalli and UNICEF launched two recently published and translated handbooks: Combating Child Trafficking and Child Protection. 
“Albania does not yet have the structures in place to protect children against violence, abuse or exploitation," said Mrs Topalli.  “We as parliamentarians have the power to monitor the implementation of the laws and ensure that child rights are meet."  

The launch brought together representatives of the sub parliamentary groups and Mrs Marieta  Zace, Deputy Minister of Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Mrs Iva Zajmi, Deputy Minister of Interior, Mrs Majlinda Bregu, Head of  the Sub Parliamentarian Commission on Social Affairs, Mr Spiro Peci, member of Law Commission who discussed why children continue to suffer from violence, exploitation and abuse in the country. 

“Drafting legislation to protect children’s rights, and allocation of funds to implement the legislation are two of the key issues that require urgent attention” said Carrie Auer, UNICEF representative.  

The publications provide parliamentarians with concrete examples of what they can do to address child protection issues through laws, policies and advocacy. The handbook spells out practical ways in which parliamentarians can make a difference:

· Use the power of legislation to adopt and enforce strong laws that protect children from exploitation, allow children’s voices to be heard and hold perpetrators accountable.

· Use the power of budgetary oversight to ensure that child protection receives adequate resources, funding and attention from all parts of government.

· Use the power of parliamentary inquiry to hold governments and institutions accountable.

Children have a fundamental right to grow up in a protective environment. This protective environment is one in which communities and families are committed to upholding child rights; in which laws are consistently enforced; in which government devotes resources to eliminating exploitation of children; in which the media highlights the issues and challenges discriminatory attitudes; and in which adults who spend time with children – parents, teachers, health workers, religious leaders, and others – are able to recognize the signs of abuse and respond accordingly.

The Handbook will be distributed to key actors including parliamentarians and Youth Parliament, and will be used as a catalyst for action at the parliamentary level.   

For further information please contact:

Anila Miria, Communication Officer UNICEF 273 - 335 .6.7.8: amiria@unicef.org 

Galit Wolfensohn,Child Protection officer UNICEF 273- 335.6.7.8; gwolfensohn@unicef.org
Dajena Pollo,Child Protection officer UNICEF 273-335.6.7.8; dpollo@unicef.org

